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The Printer to the Reader, 


JP24% HE Author perceiving his former Tra- 
Rate or firſt edition thereof, either not 
diligently read , or not truly by many 
men ynderſtood , he hath now by a ſc. 
cond edition thereof offered more eaſe 
nag and light vnto ſuch as are willing to 

PORE ſearch after truth, both by the addition 
of many things before omitted,asalſo by this plaine diretion 
vnto all the moſt ſpeciall points in the whole Treartiſc,as fol- 


loweth, 
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The contents of the firſt Chapter. 


1. How Knowledge doth come unto man. 
2. How mans Knowledge is confined andlimited, 
| CHAP. II. = 
I. That many things are hidden from the Knowledge of all ".' 
men indifferently by the decree of God and Nature, | 

| 2, T hat many things ave reuealed unto the snduſtrions learned, 
Whichare hidden fromthe ſlothfull and vnlearned, 
| CHAP. III. 

T hat Witchcraft cannot bee diſcouered or knowne, but by the 
common waies and meanes of all other Knowledge and 
diſconery, 

CHAP. THI.  . 
. 8..The Knowledge and power of Spirits, how exceeding the 
Knowledge and power of man. 
'2-: Good Spirits and euill Spirits how diſcerned, 
CHAP. V. 


That the dinell doth and can Worke alone without the aſſociation {3464s Of 
þ 9 Which, | , | ; BY 1 


- X w \» . on : E] , 
4 RA 2 > 
p| Er P . ” » = ” » ” + 
_- LOS A Shs od , >< PE 4 

4 «Kc. - _— [5 Seed oY. E "> OY 7 a We 4 

BL» T* cy. 5 i WE OO 3a"; OTIEES "7 - 7TH , ” > be % ads; ha oy - jS 
k =, . , : > Ss es ' LES » 
L : 2 8 LIP 'E) ”% 


[OY 


Q HE Author perceiuing his former Tra- 
Rate or firſt edition thereof, either not 
diligently read , or not truly by many 
men ynderſtood , he hath now by a ſe. 
cond edition thereof offered more eaſe 
- ON and light vnto ſuch as are willing to 

wy 7 ſearch after truth, both by the addition 
of many things before omitted,asalſo by this plaine direction 
vnto all the moſt ſpeciall points in the whole Treatiſe, as fol- 
loweth, 


The contents of the firſt Chapter. 


1. How Knowledge doth come unto man. 
2. How mans Knowledge ts confined andlimited, 
CHAP. II. 
. T hat many things are hidden from the Knowledge' of all 
men ind;fferently by the decree of God and Nature, 
2. T hat many things ave reuealed unto the 1nduftrious learned, 
| Whichare hidden fromthe ſlothſull and vnlearned, 
| CHAP. III. 
T hat Witchcraft cannot bee diſconered or knowne, but by the 
common waies and meanes of all other Knowledge and 
diſconery, 


Ll 


CHAP. IHI. : 
I..The Knowledge and power of Spirits, how exceeding the 
Knowledge and pewer of man. | 
'2+ Good Spirits and euill Spirits how diſcerned. 
"Fox CHAP. V. 
That the dinelt doth and can Worke alone without the aſſociation 
Fs of a Witch, 
” ff _—_ | 3 | CHAP. 
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oo, CHAR, VI. - 

1 The Dich aſſociating with «Witch. PS 

2. A Witch apparently diſconered by the Conduft of the out- 
ward ſenſe,andteftimony thereof. 

3+ That the Dinel playeth the Ingler in many things , ſeeming 
fo raiſe the dead, to transforme into Cats or Dogs or 0- 
ther Creatures , to preſent the ſame body in two diſtant 
places at the ſame time, | 

| 4; Thedifference betweene things meerely imagined or fancied, 

and things really offered vnto the ont Ward ſenſe truly diſ- 

cerned. | 

5. That which is ſupernatural or ſpiritual, may be diſconcred 
by the outward ſenſe, 

6. How the counterfeit miracles of the dinell may be diſcerned 
from the true miracles of God. | 


CHAP. VII. 
7. eAnaſſured Witch by euidence of reaſon connmced. 
2, All Spirts that are enquired at,are Dinels. 
3+ Witches may be detefied by profeſſedly wndertaking and vp- 
ou promiſe or conenant performing reuelations and diſco- 
weries about the power and knowledge of man. 

' 4» All men in Whom the Dinelt doth exerciſe ſupernatural 
workes or miracles , or by Whom he doth utter ſupernatu- 
ral! renelations, are not ſimply therefore by neceſſary con- 
ſequent of reaſon tobe eſteemed. Witches but with ſome 
few conſiderations which therewith comoyned and dewly 
weighed may infſallibly prooue their guilt thus : He that 
wvndertaketh reuelations or Workes Which are truly found 

ſupernaturall, and cannot either prooue them to be of God, 

nor fo be inapoſture, ney to be impoſed vpon him by the Ds- 
welt without bis will, allowance , and liking thereof , that 
men by. ctrttine Demonſtration is a Witch or Sorcerer. 
What Witchcraft is manifeſtly deſcribed. 


CHAP. VIII. 
I. The divers kinds and manners Whertin Witches yectine 
knowledge from ſpirits, 4s eAfrologers, as Witards , as 


Phiſitions, 


#&z 


Ther the Diuell 6an beth infift difeaſet , and cure where Ged 


9d mt geth. 
bp 3 CHAP. IX, | pF: 
T hat ſince Impoſters doe connterfeit Witches , and vader colour of 
smpoſture, Witches may hide their diſconery, it is fit that dil» 
. gently the Magiſtrate many imo [mpoſters. 
CHA 


1.» Whether the diſtaſed are bewitched , When and bow it is cer- 
rainely to be knowne, When not, and \vhen men ought toreſt ſa- 
tified indeſiring ſatisfattion therein, 5 | 

' 2. The markes of Witches vulgarly reported , and by oath depoſed 

to be found in their bodies, how to \# tried and knovyne from all 
waturall diſeaſes,among which many are very like onto them. 

3- T he neceſſitie of conſulting with the P hyſitton not only therein, 
but inall diſeaſts ſuppoſed to be inflifled by the Dineh. 

4. How farre the vulgarly efteemed confeſſion of a ſuppoſed Witch 
#5 of validttie toproone her a Witch. | 

CHAP. XI. 

T hat Witches maybe produced wnto the barre of [uftice two Wates, 
firſt for manifeſt workes of Sorcery witneſſed by the ſenſe : 
ſecondly,for renelations about the poſſibility and power of man. 

CHAP. XII, | 

I. Preſumption and probabilities agzinſt ſufpefted Watches. 

2. T hat Witchcraft is a ſinne or crime Which ought to be detefied 
by reftsmony and by manifeſtation thereof to ſenſeor reaſon. 

CHAP. XIII 

That men onght not to /eeke the diſcourry of Witches by unyarran- 

404 meanes voide of reaſon,or ſuperſtitious, 
CHAP. XIV. 

Caſting witches into the water, ſcratching heating, Whether any «l- 
lowed triall of a Witch. 

CHAP. XV. 

1. Thatreuelations by the bewitched in thesr fits or trannees are 0 
ſufficient proofe againſt aWitch. 

2, T bat the declaration by the bewitched of ſecret: markes mn the 
bodies of ſuſpetted Witches are not inſtifiable to be admitted as 
any true or allowable connitions. 


3: That the brag of the bowinehed by the compelled touch 
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conclifiongf the whale Thea c the two ſort1of ma= Þ 
mw  nifeſt FHitches generally hot | worke ory and | . 
rowade evident, ;to be the ſame againſ Whom 
T: | there is noother 


- , . Ws + « 
. , TH ” « 4 


ID | ky *$4J BL "21 (4; Sadr WH 4 


v ' 
Se a3 By 
©; Ty: BUS | EVE 


| LS - 
| EE _ "><; 
nas hs 22K; vx 


nou 0 VRABLE, on 


' Javits” te Kinronr and; 


Barons ry, Lord chigfe Iuſtice of * 
ENGLAND, ;and to-the reſt _ 


of the Honourable, Right Reue- 
rend and ns. ludges, 


glour Honourable Lords ; Þ ** 
A formerly Dedicated a ſmall 

2 B - Treatiſe vnto. the: Honourable F 
P) Socictic ofthe reuercnd Tudges, 5 
272. who then filled the awfull ſcares \' 15 
FAM en , of Law and Iuſtice. 1 aducn- WE 
22> BIA) A ture the ſecond timeto preſenc 

Ir, reutewcd, augmented, and cleared from fome part 

of thatdarknefſe which haply hath hitherto clouded 
it from bright acceptance. - Information tending vnto- 
truths diſcoucrie, though from the meaneſt witor 
perſon vnto yaur Lordſhips, cannot be vnacceprable, 
whom Law doth make the Sentenſers of Trueth we 
which is che Soule and Senren(e of the Law. The her 7 
matter and ſubje& propounded is not WY ” 

worthy, nor canbe any diſdaine ynto Noble g: oreat 


qd Z acile - 


| 

The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. © 
neſſe ; noris ynto any Honourable order more pro. * 
perthen to your Lord(hips. Indcede the difficultic ; 
of the marter preſſeth a ftudious conſideration, an 1 
orderly continuall linking and holding together of all : 
mareriall circumſtances vnto the maine ſcope, a faith. 
full and ſtrong memorie, quickneſle of apprehenſion * 
and ſolide iudgement,”butin the end vnto ſuchas are | 
induſtrious and defirous of Trueth, will yeeld a de-. 
lightfull and thanke-worthy compenſation thereof. 
I preſume not to dire orpreſcribe,nor doe purpoſely ; 
oppole any other different opinion, but inoffenfiuely # 
tender my owne vnto the publique good, and hauing 7 
meerely deuoted it vnto truth , doe humbly ſubmits 
it _ —_ Lordſhips, the vowed Patrons of right; 
and truth : , 


Your Lordſhips in all humble 
dutie and defire, 


lJonn Corra. 


| 
T'o: 
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HONOVRABLE o 
Epvvaxv Coxz Knight, Lord. 
chiefe Tuſtice: of Ex 6 L an vs, one of [the 
'Lords of His Maicſties moſt Honourable Pritite 


Councell, and to the reſt of the Honourable righe 
Reuectend and ms ludges, 


2 Igh Honoarable Lock whine 
according. vato the direction: 
of good lawes, gracious So-: 
ueraignes nobly rule, ' and; 
loyall Subiedts freely obey:,; 
there the Common-weale; 
which is rhe common: good: 


of Lork, wn the moſt royall, happy andita-: 
bleMonarchy. It cucrany Kingdome harh becne 
fortunate, to giue atrue mirror and example of this: 
| happineſſe, rhis famous Iſland hath bcene therein: 
incomparable, whetcin fomaty paiſſam{Monatchs;! - 
—— rliis EmperialtDixdeme , ac-": 
cording vnto the an 


tent _ and Cuſtomes/ of 
this 


T he Epiſtle Dedicatorie, 

-.. this Nation; haye fo manyhandreths of yeares go- 
_* uerned this-mijphcy: e-th peace and honour, at 
home, and-yitoriouſly led them in triumphant 
warre abroad,as by the glorious trumpe of forreine 
and domeſticke fame and Hiſtorie is not obſcure. 
 Thefplendor of this truth;-the tmturious aſperfion 
of inſufficiencie in our Englifh lawes, cannot with- 
qut-ſhameor bluſhing-guilebehold. Notwithſtan- 
ding , firic in;ſome few things to bee: wanting, 
was neuer as yet wanting in the moſt exquiſite 
Iawes, Policie and State that ever hath beene, and 
ſince the Law,of God it ſelfe (rhough perfett in it 
ſHecy' through humane imperfection m the true 
perfection 'was neuer yet feenc, giue mee leaue 
through all lawes and Countries in one particular 
to wonder at their generall defe&t, Whar Law or 
N:tion inthe deteCtion of Witches, and Witch- 
craft, hath as yet euer appeared competent,or from 
inſt; exception exempt © How vncertaine are a- 
mong all people differing iudgements? Some iudge 
no Witches atall, others more then too many, o- 
thers too few by many, in ſo oppoſite exrreames,fo 
extreamely -oppolite: I doe; nor;preſuine to pre- 
ſcribe how.a law may become: more abſolute or 
perfect, I onely labour & enquire to learne. Among 
many generall directions by different Authors, di- 
uerſly publiſhed, concerning the perfeRing of par- 
ticular lawes, (as fatre as perfection is poſſible vnto 
humanefrailty) Demoſthenes in his ſecond Oration 
againſt Mriſlogiton, in my thought doth! ſceme to 
Equall (if not exceede) the moſt exquiſite, _ 

£77, things 


© 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 

thinos ſaith he (as may be plainely out of the fore. 
. named place colleted) doe concurre vnto the vp- 
right conſtitution of euery complete law, whereby 
it may be held ſacred and inuiolate. The firſt is, 
that it be aus 41 A 6, that is, that it bethe ordt- 
-nance and gift of God. Secondly, that it be tan 
eporluan <9pwrer, that is , the ſage and indicious decree 
and counſell of the moſt wife and prudent. The 
third is, that it be nwac mwwmens, that is, the vniuerfall 
conſent of the whole ſtate, Citie or countrey, Cer- 
tainly, thetrue cauſe of the forementioned generall 
tameneſſe, and confuſion of Lawes in the propoſed 
caſe of Witch-craft conſfiſtech herein. ' Firſt, for 
that men haue not as yet ſufficicntly ſearched the 
holy Scriptures to finde out that «aus «95, that is, 
what is the ordinance of God therein. Secondly, 
for that men haue not ſeriouſly conſulted with that 
wiſedome and prudence, which by the light of 
nature and reaſon Almightie God hath left diſco- 
ucrableand allowed to be inſtly and truly deemed, 
Agua qrize ror that is, the ſage counſell , determt- 
nation and decree of the moſt iudicious , prudent 
and wiſe men. 

When theſe two are met and are agreed ; name- 
ly, the ordinance of God, and the vpright and fin- 
cere counſell of the moſt holy, prudcnt and wiſe 
men, purpoſely ſtudied , and withour ſuperſtition 
exerciſed therein : then will the happy harmony of 
all mens hearts become eafily''runable therero, 
Which is, xr o3mem, that is, the common conſent 


of Prince, People, and Countrey. Vato this faire 
A232 worke 


The Epiſtle Dedicaterie, 
. worke and building of God : Jetir nor ſeeme pre- 
famption;, that Toffer this my Moytic of defire, 
and good will. I know that inthis ſubie&t , many 
agesof learned Authors, haue endleſly varied,many 
famous Writers haue bin branded with infamous 
errors, many excellent wits haue run themſelues al- 
moſt out of their wits,& thoſe who haue beſt deſer- 
ved, their trembling pens have niggardly dropped, 
& timorouſly pointed out any fully,or firmely auou 
ched certainty. It is notwithſtanding no breach of 
rule of modeſty, -but my bounden duty , vnto the 
accompliſhment and honour of trath,to adde what. 
ſocuer in my vtmoſt endeauour may be conducible. 
Neither would my many conflicts, with difficulties 
in this kinde, hold me excuſed, iffo oft ſpurred, or 
rather galled, by ſo frequent exerciſe, practiſe and 
conuerſation, with perſons in ſo divers extraordi- 
nary manners afflicted, and ſuppoſed bewitched, it 
ſhould awake no anſwerable diſpatch or diſplay 
therein. Letitthen ſeeme no wonder, that a man 
(though lefſe then theleaſt among men) who hath 
not onely as ſtudiouſly as others Jaboured the ſame 
Particular, and as diligently therein obſcrued , but 
bath farre more happily bin fortuned then others, 
with frequent matter,and occurrents worthy obſer. 
vation, and hath alſo beene more plentifully grati- 
ficd with opportunitie, to inrich his vnderſtanding 
with variery and worth of obiedt, inſtruting his 
reaſon, and confirming his experience: Let it feeme 
no wonder (I fay) thata meane wit, thus beyond 
others fumiſhed thereto, may aduenture amiddeſt 


ſo 


T he Epifile Dedicatorie, 
fo many doubts:and ambiguities, wherewith ſo ma- 
-ny:worthics haue been formerly intangled and per- 
plexed ; to auouth and proove certainty, and de- 
-monſtrarion. In this ſubiect of Witch-craft , by 
berter mcanes aduantaged, if beyond former times 
or Writers, I haue haply propoſed a more dire& 
and certaine Module and Methode of iudging 
therein, I doc not thereby arrogate vnto my [ike 
but attribute vnto the meanes, nor derogate from 
others, whom if thelike contingence of the ſame 
helpes, had as freely and friendly affronted, and the 
like facilitie had opened as ready acceſſe, I acknow- 
ledge in the guilty ſenſe of my owne exiguitie 
(whether in the outward beauty of words, or in- 
ward ſubſtance of vnderſtanding) it had beene caſie 
for any man to exceed with ſo good meanes this ſo 
euill meaneneſle of my performance. Since then 
(Right Honourable Lords) the fubie>t it ſelfe,and 
a pertinent and peculiar yſethercin, doe point vnto 
your Honours the propertie of this Dedication, 
ynto whoſe tribunall the Lawes of God and men 
appeale againſt that foule abominableſinne ler it 
not be cenſured pride or preſumption, humbly to 
preſent vnto your Lordſhip that conſiderationand 
reſolution which beyond my merit or-deſert, Oc- 
currents have freely adminiſtred vnto long-diſtra- 
Red meditation, If there may appeare therein 
ought aduancing truth, or ſeruiceable vnto the 
Common-weale, vouchſafe for thoſe good re- 
ſpecs, it may be gracious in your eyes, acceptable 
and worthy your-noble fauours and proteQion , 
A 3 againſt 


| The Epiſtle Dealcatorie, 

againſt the iniuries of aduerſe obdurate cuſtome, 
ignorance, :enuy,' and the. vulgar indignation of 
common receiued and decetued opinion. In the 
meane ſeaſon , my deuored heart ſhall deuoutly 
pray vnto Almightic God for your Lordſhips long 
life, the multiplication of many happy daies , re- 
doubled honour in your ſervice of God, your King 
and Countrey , and after this life, that life which 
cuer laſterhs 


Your Loraſhips, in the moſt humble deſire, 
and tender of his denotions ſernice and 
#bſerwance, | 


Iloun Corra. 
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P AP OR} Neenious Reader ,- in thu. ſubiec? of 
ts Wilch-craft which I here preſent vnis 
WA thee, thouart not ignorant, what 0b- 
DAU" ſcaritte, difficaltie,diff erence, CONITA- 
: pv rictie and contradittion hath among 
Authors and learned men in all ages 
ariſen, From the off uſion of general 
ignorance, or ſuperſtitions blindneſſe herein , willing to 
withdraw the vulgar illuſion, 1 bane endeauoured De- 
monſtratinely to declare what portion of ſome more cer- 
rainty in ſuch uncertamties, God & Nature hath deftined 
and allowed. It t.not any worth either arrogated unto my 
ſelfe, or derogated from others, but my Sacks deſire and 
wvehemcnt aff ection in this particular, together with ſome 
ſpeciall experience and paines vpon diners occurrents, and 
occaſions extraordinarily hapning, that hath dxawne me 
forth to off er my opinion as the widdowes mite, more hap- 
ty in gooa will, and hearty affection, then in true value or 
deſerned efleeme, If it may only gine occaſion wnts a 
more exquiſite penſell, it g the heigth of my mntention,and 
4 complete recompence of my endeauour, For this canſe, 
and for common cafie reading and apprehenſion , I hane 
purpoſely auvided, and diſcontinued the ſmooth thrid of 
a continued laboured ſtile, and haue for the moſt part pre- 
ferred and inſerted a plaine texture, of a more vulgar and 
careleſſe phraſe and ward, The ennious haply may _ 
1/48 
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To the Reader. - 
thate-Phy ſition out of his owne ſuppoſed precinits, ſhould 
ruſh into ſacyed lifts, or enter vpon ſo high peimts of Di- 
uinitte, as by 41 Unauvidable intercurrence, doe neceſſari. 
ly inſert themſelnes in this propoſed ſubiet?, Dininrie it 
ſelfe doth herein anſwer them. In the theory of Theolo. 


gre, it is the dutic and praiſe of every man ,. to be without 


curioſitie fruitfully exerciſed. 

\ \Far 46 touching matterpf Diuiuitie,as it falteth our;or 
i incident in the diſcourſe of this ſmall Treatiſe, Tonely 
proponnd ſuch reaſons and conſiderations thereim, as in 
common areallqawable and commendable in euery Chriſti- 
49 man, aud therein 1 doe neitber vſurpingly controule 
others, nor contronlingly conclude my{clfe, but willimely, 

Snhmitwnte the grane cenſure and ditature of the lear- 
ned aud reverend Dinine. If therefore (good Reader,) [ 
. hane here publiſhed or communicated wnto thee ouzht 

thankes-worthy, 4s it w by mefreely intended vnto thee , 

ſo let it not ſrum me be vpſriendly extended by thee. If 1 

 hanein onght erred , let it be thy praiſe and googneſſe to 
wake thy vſe thereof mithaut buf If thou Jat former- 
ly thought amiſſe, aud deeſt herereade that i more right, 
he not aſhamed to. acknowledge thy better knowledge, If 
then lis pot to knew; them know , that truth ſhall iudze 
thee, andinſtific hrr ſelfe without thee. | 


Thy well-willing friend... 
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wen; andinthen, and with them borne- This, though m- 


. 


--_ gelle&aall, may bee in foe ſort aſsimulated vote that na- 
© 'turall inſtin& in bruit creatures; by which,when they come 
frſ into the world, yet : nmediately by the direRion of 
Nature, they refuſe, and Aie-from that which is cuill and 

acfull, and ſceke and know that which js needfull vn” 


'' 


to their life and. reſeruation. Secondly, the ynderſtan- 


ding hath knowledge by ratiociation , by the diſcourſe and 
th. vſc of reaſon. By this ratiocination, we doc in roany things 
Jogiſmus, vel aine aÞ certainery of knowledpe 3 in other ſome a proba- 
regularis,8: biliry and likelihood onely of cerrainety » yt oft-times 
reca rarioci- 11) 2 Very great ncereneſls c and affinitie with certaintie» 
_— = vel Knowledge likewiſe commeth by the outward ſenſes, 
__— 3” which doe certainely and vndoubtedly informe the vnder- 
© Rica, Aciſtot- ſtanding concerning their ſcuerall proper obicas, where 
lib, Analy:, the facultic ic ſound, and the inſtruments of ſenſe, and the 
c Diale&icus Qutward MEAnes of conueyance are rightly diſpoſed, 
(ylogiſmus, - ' Among theſe fiue ſenſes, the fight and hearing, the eye 
yel rariocina- . 
tio ex propo- and care, arethe moſt excellent and.chiefe wayes of mulc1- 
Grionibus Di- Plication and increaſe of naturall knowledge . Beſides theſe 
alegicis, vel wayes of knowledge ; namely, the inward and the outward 
robabilibas, ſenſe, rhere Neuer Was, NOT eUcT can be enumeration of any 


icet of , 4p 4" 
gd _—_—_ orher. For this cauſe the Pailoſophers have diuided all 
ftraciuns,ſyl- C1085 that are incident vntO mankinde, to know Or vnder- 


Jogilmus,ra- ſtand; either YNO (uch things 2 immediatly 9 in their very 
ora rnt-"oþ frſt thought or mention do proue themſelues,& atthe fir 

wir,1de0qz © conſideration or fight arc eaident voto all men; or ſuch 28 
Verarum opi- are direAly inferred and neceſſarily proued by other pro- 

nionum fons, poſitions,0r ſuch as by prudent gheſle onely and likely con- 
—_—_— ie&ure give 2 faire probability of truth and certainty-Such 
miſe perſe 2 rhings 23-immediatly proue Lemſetucs,and arcvodoubred, 
& imperfe&i 19 their firſt view,are (ubie&either tothe ſenſe enely,or vi 
ratio ex Ari- to the vnderſtanding onely.Such things as arc only proper 
Kor. to the ſenſe, and theretO immediatly and properly ſubict , 
% are thingsſecne, heard, touched, taſted, ſmeltzas colours. fi- 
.pures,lincaments, unds,mufike,hardnefſe,ſoftnes,Arines . 


> ſte roughneſſeinoothuclſe,(07 regwerregdiverfiryof 
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with the true Diſconetry therenf. J 
odours andthe likezin which,without the. vſe of the five (en- 
ſes,mencannot be ſenſible or know any thing in this inferi- 
our world ynder the heauens. Such things as areſubieR vn- 
to the vnderſtanding onely,and not vnto the ſenſe, and ime 
mediatly proue themſelues,are generallnotions and recep- 
tions,inſeparably fixed in the vnderſtanding of ail men.Of 
this kind are theſe poſitions in Philoſophie. Allthings that 
are made,haue their matter,*out of which they were made, a Materiam, 
haue their ſpeciall formes and difference,by which they are po we in 
a part that they are: and laſtly to that being,whichthey are, OY 
are riſen from that which they were not. Likewiſe,theſe po- 
fitions in Logicke: Euery propoſition is true or falſe,affir- 
martiue or negatiue, andextendeth generally vnto all vnder 
theſame kinde, or to ſome particulars,or to a ſingular,oris 
indefinite. Likewiſe, in Arithwaticke theſe: One 1sno vums 
ber, one catnot be diuided,or is indiutſible ; foure.ismore 
then two. Likewiſe, in Phyſike theſe:Euery man is ficke of 
healchfull,or a neuter : Contraries are cured by contrarics, 
as heat by cooling, cold by heating, moyſture by drying, 
drynefle by moyſtiong. As in theſe named Sciences,fo in all 
other; there are the like gencrall notions, immediatly at the 
firſt view proouing themſelues vnto the vnderſtanding,and 
euery man 1n common ſenſe and reaſon, immediatly conſen- 
teth ynto their truth; and he that denieth it, or ſeeketh 
proofe therof, iseſteemed iuſtly madde,or voyd of reaſon. 

" There are other things alſo ſubie& vnto the vnderſtan- 
ding onely, which do not immediarly ypon the firſt view or 
confideration(asthe former)proue themſelucs,but are pro» 
ued by others more cleere andeuident then themſelues ; as 
this propoſition, The motion of the heanens is not infinite. 
This is not maniteſt vnto euery man at firſt view,but requi- 
reth another more manifeſt then it ſeife,tomake jemaniteft 
thus:That which hath a certaine limitted courſe, circum- 
uolution and motion,cannot be infinite;but Aſtronomie for 
many thouſands of yearcs hath diſcouered the courſes; peri- 
ods,reuolutions,and ſet perambulations of thi heauens,and 
;therefore the motians of the heauens cahnotbeinfiniteubc 
RT I_tTS | B 2 may 
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_ men, andinthem, and with them borne, This, though in- 
* $elle&aall, may bee in ſome ſore afsimulated vnte that na- 
. turall inſtin&tinbruit creatures; by which,when they come 
firſt into the world, yet immediately by the direRtion of 
Nature, they refuſe, and flie from that which is euill and 
rmefull, and ſceke and know that which is needfull vn- 
ro their life and preſeruation, Secondly, the vnderſtan- 
ding hath knowledge by ratiociation , by the diſcourſe and 
) Omnis (v1. Ye Of reaſon. By this ratiocination, we doe in many things 
5 nan 77 gaine a® certainery of knowledpe; inother ſome a proba- 
regularis,&& bility and likelihood onely of cerrainety , yet oft-times 
reQa ratioci- jn a very great neereneſie © and affinitie with certaintie. 
natio eſt vel Knowledge likewiſe commeth by the outward ſenſes, 
os 10 le. Which doe certainely and vndoubtedly informe the vnder- 
| Rica, Aciſtor, ſtanding concerning their ſeuerall proper obieRs, where 
lib, Analyr, the facultic is ſound, and the inſtruments of ſenſe, and the 

c DialeQicus qytward meanes of conueyance are rightly diſpoſed, 
—__ - Among theſe fiue ſenſes, the fight and hearing, the eye 
tio ex propo. and care, arc the moſt excellent andchiete wayes of mulci- 
fitiombus Di- plication and increaſe of naturall knowledge. Beſides theſe 
alecis, vel wayes of knowledge ; namely, the inward and the outward 
5: ng ſenſe, there neuer was, nor cuer can be enumeration of any 
tave demon. Orher. For this cauſe the Philoſophers haue diuided all 
ftrariuzs,ſy!- things that are incident vnto mankinde, to know or vnder- 
Jogilmus,ra- ſtand; either ynto (uch things as immediatly * in their very 
ic 1er4.0- firſt thought or mentiondo proue themſelues,& atthe firſt 
mktlenq <6 conſideration or fight are euident vnto all men; or ſuch as 
verarum opi- are direRly inferred and neceſſarily proued by other pro- 
nionum fons, poſitions,or ſuch as by prudent gheſle onely and likely con- 
| "2 eng ieure giue a faire probability of truth and certainty.Such 
viſmiperſea; £01085 48 immediarly prouc theraſelues, and arc yadoubred, 
& imperfeRi 19 their firſt view,are {ubie@either to theſenſe enely,or vn- 
. ratio ex Ari- to the ynderſtanding onely.Such things as arc only proper 
Kor. to the ſenſe, and thereto immediatly and properly ſubic& , 
are thingsſcene, heard, touched, taſted,ſmelt;as colours, fi- 
gures,lincaments, ſounds,mufike,hardnefſe,ſoftnes,drines, 
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odours and the likezin which, without the. vſe of the fie (en 
ſes,men<annot be ſenſible or know any thing in this inferi- 
our world ynder the heauens. Such things as areſubieR yn- 
to the vnderſtanding onely,and not vnto the ſenſe, and ime 
mediatly proue themſclues,are generallnotions and recep- 
tions,inſeparably fixed in the vnderſtanding of ail men.Of 
this kind are theſe poſitions in Philofophie. Allthings that 
are made,haue their matter,*out of which they were made, a Materiam, 
haue their ſpeciall formes and difference,by which they are _ _—_— 
2 part thatthey are: and laſtly to thar being,whichthey are, * net 
are riſen from that which they were not. Likewiſe,theſe pa- 
fitionsin Logicke: Euery propoſition is true or falle,aftir- 
matiue or negatiue, andextendeth generally vnto all vnder 
theſame kinde, or to ſome particulars,or to a ſingular,oris 
indefinite, Likewiſe, in Arithwaticke theſe: One 1sno vums 
ber, one cannot be diuided,or is indiniſible ; foure.ismore 
then two. Likewiſe, in Phyſike theſe:Euery man is ficke of 
healthfull,or a neuter : Contraries are cured by contrarics, 
as heat by cooling, cold by heating, moyſtureby drying, 
drynefle by moyſting. As in theſe named Sciences,fo in all 
other; there are the like gencerall notions, immediatly at the 
firſt view proouing themſelues vnto the vnderſtanding,and 
every man 1n common ſenſe and reaſon, immediatly conſen- 
teth vnto their truth; and he that denieth it, or ſeeketh 
proofetherof, iseſteemed iuſtly madde,or voyd of reaſon. 

" There are other things alſo ſubie& vnto the vnderſtan- 
ding onely, which do not immediartly ypon the firſt view or 
conſideration(asthe former)proue themſclues,but are pro» 
ved by others more cleere andeuident thenthemſelues ; as 
this propoſition. The motion of the heavens is not infinite. 
This 1s not manifeſt vnto euery man at firſt view,but requi- 
reth another more manifeſt then it ſeife,tomake jrmaniteft 
thus:That which hath a certaine limitted courſe, circum- 
uolution and motion,cannot be infinite;but Aſtronomie for 
many thouſands of yearcs hath diſcouered the courſes, peri- 
ods,reuolutions,and ſet perambulations of the heauens,and 

:therefare the motians of the heauens cahnotbeinfinitezIc 
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may heteeaſily be obſcrued,how-the firſt poſition being vn 
able to prove itſclfe, another more manifeſt doth giue'ir 
lhzhr, and doth-deduce jr vnto that,which dothſo immedi. 
ately. proue it ſelfe vnto common ſenſe,and reaſon,and ob- 
ſeruation of all agesandtimes,that no idiot can be ignorant, 
or will deny it, 

Thus hath bin manifeſted;how ſome things are immediat- 


. > ly vnderſtood in the very firſtconſideration & view: ſome 


ate proved by themſelues, ſome not proued by themſclues, 
but made cuident by others. As many things are inthe for. 
mer kinds & ſeuerall maners manifeſted;and cuidently pro- 
ued vnto reaſon,ſenſe,or vnderſtanding : ſo arethere many 
things neither by themſcluesnor by other cuident, neither 
tothe vnderſtanding and reaſon, or to the outward ſenſe at 
the firſt apparent,bur remaine ambiguous and doubtfnll, In 
theſe things certainty of knowledge by manifeſt proofe fai. 
ling, there remainethnoother refuge,butprudent and artif. 
cial conieQuure,narrowly looking & ſearching thorow pro- 
babiliries,vnto the necreſt pofſibilirie of -rruth & certainty, 
Fom hence doe ariſe excellent vics and benefirs vato vn- 
derſtanding, though not ſo farre forth ofttimes gained, as 
is defired vnto all priuate ends,yet ſo farre forth,as maketh 
wiſc and vnderſtanding men excell and ſhine before others, 
Hence it commeth to paſle that in doubrfull caſes,counſels . 
andattempts,one man is ſceneand knowne to overſhine an 
other, as much as the glorious Sunnedoth his ecclipſed (i- 
ſter, the Moone. Hence haue iflued ſo many nobleand he. 
roike Vertues; Sagacitie, exquiſitneſle of indgement,Ptu- 
dence,Art, in the adminiſtration of high affaires. For,al- 
though in probabilitiesare no euident certainties, yet doe 
they ſo farre forth oft-times aduantage and aduance vnto 
the knowledge of certainety, that it is almoſt equall vnto 
certainty,and doth perſwade and ſettle diſcreete reſolution 
and diſpoſition in all affaires, In this confiſteth the height, 
the tope, the ſom of Art,and the perfeRion of all hymane 
knowledgc,abouc er beyond which,no man could euer ſoar 
or lcuell.By this light onely the former mentioned meanes 
T L | failing 5 
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failing,is oft tjmesgained much excellence of natural know, 
ledge to man, beyond and without which the eye and ſight 
of knowledge in man is ſealed vp, his vndezſtanding garky 
ned,and cannot know many hidden thipgs.And thus trohim 
that rightly doth meditate and conſider, it is vndoubtedly 
cleere and certaine, how the Creator and infiaxe Prince of 
a)l principles hath founded the beginning & end, the power 
and pofſp of all knowledge, vppn one of the farmer waiesof 
inneſtigation , beſide which there is no.natursl! knowledge - 
to be expected. Philoſophie as yet never found other*waies * Quod non 
ynto that infinite number of all Arts and Sciences, ſo admi- ye 
rably flouriſhing thorow: ſo many ages of the-world... For (ouner ns 
this cauſe the meſt exceNent & prime Phulplophers Arifpel a Scientia, 
reieaeth whatſoeuer canotbe found by Senſc,or proped by Arilt. Anal, 
reaſon,as ſpurious. Likewiſe Prolomie hath bounded the true poſter, 
Art of Aſtronomie within ſatum Phyſicum,within a necelſ1- 
tic in Natwe, and todiſtinguiſh it from ſuperſtition(wher. 
with curioſitie vſually defileth or intangleth it)doth limit it 
iutraconuenienters nature modum,that is, within propoition 
ard meaſure anſwerable to Reaſon and Nature. For this 
cauſe aifo, all rrue Philoſophers haue determined the two 
onely inſtruments of all true Arts; to bee Reaſon and expe- 
rience,which Galex doth callthe two legges whereupon the 
Artof Phyſike doth confiſt.. And therefore inthe ſecond 
chapter of his Finitiones medica,he (aith,Optimus is eft Mes 
dicns,qui onmnia im edicina retta agit ratione, that is,hee 
who doth allthings in his ſubieR of Phyfike,according to 
right rule of reaſon,is the moſt excellent Phy ficion, 

From hence allo all true Artiſts haue defined Art to bee, 
Habitua cum ratione faftinus , that is, a ſettled habilitie, and 
promptneſſe of ation, and operation according to reaſon, 
.Vpon this ground others haue built. other true rules and 
obſeruations, concerning true and lawfull Arts, Therefore 
( faith Galen) ar; noneſt ex 1js quorum neutiquam eff poteſtas, 
Tſagog. chap. 5, that is, Art is not of ſuch things as cannot 
be accompliſhed. Which is worthy noting, to diſtinguiſh 
preſtigious and ſuppoſed Arts from true Art.; Tothis 0- 
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thers likewiſe haue added another obſeruation,that is; that 
-Art is imployed about fach things as are in reaſon profita- 
ble and not vaine. So ſaith Scaliger, exercit, 37 Set. 31, 
Ars non ef de rebus tnutibbus. It is yet further obſerued 
ypon the ſame ground, that true Art doeth not confound 
or cloud it ſelfe in miſts, but reduceth vnto order, light and 
reaſon, things diſsipate, confuſed, and out of order and 
reaſon (as Cicero atfirmeth) Ars res dinul/as diſſolutaſque 


* conglutinat, & ratione quadams confiringit. Vpon the ſame 


grounds diuers renowmed common weales haue expelled 
all falſe and forged Arts : as, Necromancy, Aeromancy, Ge- 
omency , with other ſortiligons Dininations, Vpon the 


: ame reaſons, diners Emperors, Kings, Kingdomes and 


Lawes, haue exploded, cenlured, and condemned all 
ſuch-as vnder pretext of the wholeſome Arts of Aſtrono- 
my, Mathematikes, and the like, haue runne into fooliſh - 
curiolities, impoſtures,and deceitfull practiſes. I»/tinian the 
Rowan Law-giner and Emperour, his lawes are extant to 
this purpoſe. Likewiſe Tiberizs his Decrees for the expul- 
fion of counterfeit Mathematicians and CHagicians, And 
Vlpian in his booke de e Hathematicis & Maleficts, tefti- 
ficth the publication of their goods,and their inhibition by 
the Emperours from communion with other Citizens ſo 
much as in fire or water. And as Reaſon, good Lawes, 
Kingdomes, Nations, and Common-weales haue diſtin- 

uiſhed ingenuovs, liberall, trne and profitable Artes, and 
ciprices builded wpon reafon, trueth and vaderſtanding ; 
from baſe,ignob!e, vynprofitable, needlefle, curious, and er- 
ronious Artes : ſo hath the holy Scripture both juſtified, 
fanRified, and commended the one; and condemned, and 
nominated with rebuke and ſhame the other. The firſt is 
evident, Exod: 3.-verſe 1, 2,3, 4,5, 6. where Almightic 
God docth teſtific concerning the knowledge and skill of 


workmanſhip in gold, filuer, and ſtone, that hee gave ir by 


his Spirit vato Bezaleel, and Ahboliab, who were workmen 


according to knowledge and vnderſtanding inthat lawfull 
Art, profitable ynto the bnilding of Gods houſe. The ſc- 


| cond 
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cond is manife(t, ,4þe5 19. verſe 19, where it is in their 
due commendations recorded, that thoſe who before vſcd 
and praiſed vaine and curious Arts, when they were by 
the preaching of the Apoſtles trucly conuerted, intoken 
of their,yndiſſembled repentance, they abſolutely renoun- 
ced and diſclaimed their vaine learning , and openly burnt 
theic bookes,though valued at an high rate and rich price. 


. 
—_— 


CHAP. II. 

T hat ns KnoWvledge can come vnto man in any Art or Science, 
but by Senſe or Reaſon, or likely and artificial conieftuve , is 
proued by the Science and Knowledge of Phyſike in ftead of 
all other Arts and Sciences. | 


Ow for the better impreſsion of that which hath 

beene before ſaid ; that is, that nothing 1sor can bee 
deteRed, or is liable vnto mans knowledge , which com- 
meth not vnto him by the helpe of Reaſon, the inward or 
the outward Senſe, Demonſtration, Ratiocivation,or tudi- 
cious and prudent ConicRation in reaſonable likelihood : 
let vs examine any one particular, ingentous, liberall or 
Jawfull Artor Science, in ſtead of many, and therein view, 
how by the former mentioned keycs, doores and entrances 
ſolely, are opened the wayes, vnto their contemplations, 
ſtudy, and perfe& apprehenſion, And if one Art or Science 
may bee ſufficient herein, I thinke it moſt fit to chooſe my 
owne, becauſe as to my ſelfe moſt prompt ; fo vnto any o- 
ther not vnprofitable. . All diſcaſes that happen vnto the 
body of man are either outward or inward, and therefore 
either ſcene by the eye, and deprehended by the outward 
Senſe, or concciued onely by Reaſon and the inward Vn- 
derſtanding. Inward diſeaſes, and ſubic& onely vnto rea- 
ſon and vnderſtanding doe ſometimes appeare clearcly and 
certainely to reaſon and vnderſtanding ; ſometimes they 
doe not appeare certaine, or by certaine notes qrifignes, 
but by likely markes onely, which are the grounds of arti- 
Kciall conicRute. | And 
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15/And 3s ſonic difcales are zpparent' ro ontward ſenſe, 
ſome euident ro inward reaſon-feme by artificiall conic. 
ure onely in\karned, exa&t ſearch and perquifition pur- 
ſued vnto their diſcoucty : ſo alſo are many diſeaſes hidden 
from all theſe wayes of inueſtigation, and therefore re. 
-maine as remembrances of mans manifold ignorance in 
this {jfe , and of the (ecretireſernation of Gods decree ard 
prohibition, As then in thoſe diſeaſes which are apparent 
vnto fight, it is blindnefle in a Phy licionto make queſtion; 
16 thoſe wl:ich are enidentto reaſon, to make doubr, is rea- 
' fonleſle Fatuicie; in thoſe which may be attained.by artifici- 
all conie&ation, ſearch or perquiſition, either to be flacke, 
45loti, or to bee vnable, is mſufficiencie : ſo in thoſe dil- 
eaſes, which neither outward ſenſe, rior inward reaſon, nor 
Art, nor attificiall conjeRure can poſsibly diſcouer ; to 
hope or ſecke beyond Senſe and Reaſon, and reaſonable 
likelthood, is reaſonlefle and (enſelefle ftriuing, and impa- 
tience -of thoſe bounds which God hath ſer-to limit rhe 
cutioſitie of man. For betterproofe and Hluſtration,it will 
not DEBT eremege to nominate ſome particuſer diſcales 
in all theſe kinds,” Firſt for outward diſcaſcs,and ſuch as are 
euident-to-outward (enfe, they are infinite. Who that is 
the leaſt praiſed in Phyficke, docth not aſſuredly know, 
whey, with his eyes hee docth behold an inflammation, a 
S$chirrus, a Gaygrene, Caricer, Callus, Fiſtula, Vicer, Le- 
profie, Plora, Strams, 'Porethit, Vatiol4, -Jaundes, Gour, 
Tabeſcenee, Exteriuation, and the like. Secondly, for in- 
ward diſeaſesenidenttoreaſor; he that isleaſt learned,doth 
know that ajl diſcaſes which maybe defined, wuſt necefſa- 
Tily be ehident ro-reaſor; as alſo, that it isinot difficyltto 
* Genus mor- defitie-inimithethble diſeaſes to him that is able ro*conioine 
bi proximun, with;.the pirtaffeRed: the truc immediate kinde of the af- 
po _ feRion;” Fheſtomacke ceaſing her proper funRion of con- 
Qum conſt. coftion, er depriged of appetite; doth it notthereby mani. 
uit morbi 'feſtlyproctc' vato reaſon; ſome inward-ilt- affection there- 
dpeciem,  i'2- TwRIEhatill afeftion beeioyned amanifelt inurard 
keftdabburdieregionoPticſionacke, accompanictiwith 
afrh «914 55 444100 152 
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an Agne,drincſſe,thirſt and other accidents,and co nſequen- 
ces of heate,is not as plainely deteRed the kinde of the affe- 
&R1on to be hot ? 

Thus both the part affeRed, which is the ſtomacke appa- 
rently (becauſe there the former accidents are found origi- 
nally moouing and firlt ſeared, ) and allo the ill afeRion 
(which by the manifeſt burning heate doth prooue her 
kinde) being both contoyned, doe truely define the diſeaſe 
to bee an inflammation of the ſtomacke, The like may bee 
faide of the inflammations of all other inward parts of Ply. 
rifies, Phrenfies, inflammation of the Liiuer , Spleene,, 
Wombe,Reines,Guts and other parts,the certaine teſtimo- 
nies of exceſsiue heate giving demonſtration of an inflam« 
mation,and the paine (or at leaſt,fome defeR) or defeRion 
in the proper offices ofthe parts manifeſting the parts 
themſclues, As concerning inward inflammations of diuers 
parts,ſo likewiſe of inward VIcers, and other maladies may 
be inſtanced. The diſeaſe of the bladder 1s oft certainly 
knowne, by paine in the part, or by ceſſation of his proper 
funQions, or defeRion therein , and the kinde of diſeaſe 
therein by the excretions oft-times proceeding from it. 
And thus an VIcer is oft diſcovered in the bladder,by paine, 
with purulent and ſanguiuolent mition.' Diſcaſes likewiſe 
of the head are certainly diſcouered and deteed vnto rea 
ſon, by defeats growing; ſometimes in the vnderſtanding, 
ſometimes in the memory, ſometimes in the imagination, 
ſometimes in all thoſerogerther, & ſometimes in the general 
motion ofthe whole body. Diſcaſes of the heart likewiſe, 
appeare by the euill and faulty motions of the pulſe, by 
ſoundings and defeRions in liuclihood of the ſpirits and 
vitall faculty. Diſeaſes of the Wombe or Mother hkew iſe 
doe oft demonſtrate themſelucs by depriued or depraued 
motions. It were tedious to make a particular enume- 
ration of all diſcaſes of this kinde, which are in the ſame 
manner euident and apparent vnto reaſon. 

Now let ys briefly alſo confider ſome diſeaſes, which are 
neither cuident-to Reaſon, nor manifeſtroSenſe; butare 

gained, deteRted, and hunted out of their deepe and/bidden 
CG couectts, 
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10  FbeTrial of Witch.craft, - 
couents, by the quicke andexquifite ſent of probable and 
ificial] conjeftore ; the neceſliry orvſe whereof, either 
in an ambiguous complication of doubrfull difeaſes, or in 
the extrication of any intricate fingle affection or malady, 
there isno man in Phyficke exerciſed, who doth nor dayty: 
findeMany examples of diſcaſes of this kinde would cauſe 
the ſmall body of thislittle worke yoluminouſly to (well: 
we will therefore onely propofe one. | 

Let vs ſuppoſe a ficke man, doubrfully and diuverfly with 
theſe accidents afflited : namely , a continuall feuer, a 
cough, ſpitting of blood, ſhortneſſe of winde, head- ache, 
deliration, want of ſleepe, drinefle, thirſt, paines in divers 
parts, fides, ribbes, backe and belly : What diſeaſe or difſ- 
caſes here are, can neither be manifeſt to ſenſe, diſtracted 
1n this confuſion, multitude and concurrence of accidents ; 
nor yet be euident ro reaſon ar the firſt view, becauſe it re- 
quireth ſo different conſideration, and deuided contempla- 
tion of ſo many ſeuerals apart. Here then it remaineth,thar 
learned, indicious, prudent, and difcreete artificiall conie- 
Qure proceed exactly todiſtinguiſh & analiſc,as followerh. 
All the forenamed paines , diſtempers and accidents may 
indifferently ariſe, eyther from the Lungs inflamed, or 
the Lincr, orthe Midriffe, or the Pleura 3 becauſe any one 
of theſe by it ſelfe doth vſually bring forth all, or moſt part 
of them. Heerethen prudent, artificiall, and exquiſire per- 
penſion doth exattly valew and eſteeme all the different 
manners, quantitics, qualities, poſitions and fituations of 
paines; likewiſe accidents, motions, times, manners of mo- 
tion, caraers, orders, and all other both ſubſtantiall and 
circumftantrall conſiderations. 

. And firſt, as touching the feucr,head-ache, thirſt, idlenes 
of braine (becauſe they are common to many other 
diſcaſcs befides theſe, and require no curious, but a mere 
carelefſe and common reſpe&, ) prudent and circumſpe&t 
conicRation doth leaue their needleſſe confuſion of mere 
vyicfull- and needfull perpenſion, and doth more narrowly 
fearchaboutthoſe accidents, which are more inſeparable, 
ptoper aud peculiar vm the diſeaſes named , and by exaRt 
| | dfſquiſition 


withehe true Diſconery thereafe IT 
difquiſition intheir differencies, doth notwithſtanding fift 
oue their hidden and ſecretly couched differencics | 
which, inexa& view they are foundand diſtinguiſhed: 
ciently differing. The inſeparable accidents which doe 
caliarly,or forthe moſt part accompany the diſeaſes be 
named, that is, the inflammation of the Lungs, the Liuer, 
the Midriffe and the Pleura,arc cough, ſhorcnefſe of winde, 
ſpitting of blood, paines about the ribbes,fides,belly, which 
in all cheſe named diſcaſes, more or lefſe are preſent, either 
primarily, orby conſent of one part with another. Theſe, 
though ſeldome abſent from moſt of the foure former dif- 
eaſes, and therefore not eaſily diſtinguiſhed , when they. 
proccede from th'one or th'other ; yet rightly weighed, and 
accurately confidercd in their ſeuerall manners, meaſures , 
and right pofitions in cucry one, when apart and fingle, 
they doc likewile in their confuſed mixture one with ano- 
ther, yecld diſtin and ſeuerall difterence tohim, that in 8 
judicious and diſcerning thought, doth beare their iuſt di- 
ſtin&ions aparr.For illultration,ſpitting of blood is viually 
2 companion to all, or mok of the foure named diſeaſes ; 
but in one in kef{c quantity, in another more ; in one after 
one manner, in another after another zin one by vomiting, 
in another by expeRoration, and in another by coughing ; 
in one with much expuition, in another with little ; in one 
with danger of {trangulation and ſuffocation, in anorher 
without;in one with thicknefſe, blacknefle, and ſmall quan. 
tity of bioud, in another withthinneſſe, brightneſſe of 
colour , and more quantity ; and inone of theſe alſo with 
kſſe, and -in another with more difficulty and' labour, 
Shortneſle of winde , or difficulty of breathing , is a com. 
mon companion to all the named diſeaſes; but in one with 
frequent exputtion, in another without, and where, with: 
expuition, in one with more facility, in another with dif 
ficulty, in one with one manner of diſtenſion of the 
inſtruments of reſpiration, .in another withanothcr ,-in 
one kinde of difficulcy of reſpiratian more frequent, um 
another lcfle , in one more gricuous, in another talerablew 
| C 2 The 
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- The like may be ſaid of coughing,and paines. Coughing 
m one of the forenamed diſcales is with mnch, in another 
with little, and in another with no expuition at all; inone 
continuall, in another with intermiſſion; in one with inten- 
fion,in another with remiſston; 1n one loud, in another ſtill; 
and where, with expeRoration, in one of one colour and 
quantity, in another ofanother , and in another of none at 
all; in one eafic, gentle, free and without paine, in another, 


 gricuous and painfull ; yea ſuffocatory, and neere to ſtran. 


gle.Paine likewiſe isa common companion to all the men- 
tioned dilcaſes ; but diſtinguiſhed in the one and the other, 
by the manner, nature, and frcuation of the ſcucrall parts , 
which apart is cuery one it poſi: ſferh,and alſo by the diffe- 
rent oddes, faſhions,and kindes of paine; ſome being ſharp, 
fone dull, ſome quicke, ſome ſlowe, ſome with diſtenſion, 


| ſome with puntion, ſome with heauinefle and ſenſible 


weight, ſome more gricuous to the Patient lying, ſome to 
him fitting or ſanding, ſome more calme in one poſition of 
the body, and ſome inanother. 

And thus prudent an skitlfull conicRure, by due and dili- 
gent perpenſion, comparing together oddes, and exactly 
referring vato true diſcerning thz ſeuerall properties and 
differences of accidents, their manner proportions, and 0. 
ther due circumſtances, doth in the end reduce eucry acci- 
dent to his right diſcaſe, and cuery diſeaſe to his right cauſe; 
whereby the prudent, and iudicious Phy ficion doth cleerly 
vnderſtand directly and timely to apply proper and perti- 
nent remedies. And thus in doubtfull caſes , which are net- 
ther cuident co Reafon,nor manifeſt to Senſe in the Art and 
exerciſe of Phyſtke, it is manifeſt how ſolert and accurate 
conieRarion, through the clouds and miſts of ambiguities , 
doth in the end ſo cleerely ſend forth and giue lo faire a 
light, that doubt it ſelfe doth become out of doubt, and is 
little inferiour ynto certaine and plaine demonſtration. As - 
a ſhort fumme of all that hath beenſaid, whatſocuer hath 
beene declared of diſeaſes, the ſame nay bee propounded 
concerning their iflues very bticfely. Pr 


with the true Diſconerie thereof. © 11 


The iffnes of all diſeaſes are either informed from Senſe , 
or euident by reaſon, or (crutable by artificiall conjeQure, 
Examples of the firſt kinde are manifeſt, when with our 
eyes we behold the morion and Senſe externall and other 
outward fun&ions of the body , cither aboliſhed, or inan 
high degree depriued of their power and naturall vie. 

This certaine teſtimony of our ſight doth certainely 1n- 
forme the vnderſtanding,concerning the dangerous iflue, 

Examples of the ſecond kinde are manifeſt likewiſe , 
we finde cither the cauſes of diſeaſes vnremoveably fixed, 
or the diſcaſe it ſelfe rooted in the ſubſtance of any ofthe 
principall parts, or accidents in malignitie, vehemence, and 
fury irrefiſtable. Intheſe caſes adoubtfull and hard ifluc is 
evident to Reaſon by iuſt conſequent, 

Examples ofthe latter kind are alſo apparent , when in 
diſeaſes, good and cuiil ſignes are ſo doubtfully mixed, that 
ſane promiſe Life, others as much threaten Death : ſome 
in numberdifcourage, other ſome in worth as much as in- 
courage. We doe oftſce and know in the middeſt of this 
miſt and darknes, wherethere appeareth not toa common 
ſenſe ſo much as the leaſt ſhew of any indication of certaine 
ifſae z yet through the exquiſitenefle of prudent & artifici. 
all perpenſhon, ard dve exaR diftir ion in the foremen- 
tioned ſeeming inſcrucable oddes ; the learned Phy ficion 
euen in the firſt ſcarce ſenſible budding of indication,and in 
the firſt moſt imperfe& and ſcarce-being thereofdoth ofc 
diſcouer thar true event, which vſually and for the moſt 
part is feene and obſerued to come to paſſe, 

Ifany man not rightly apprehending reaſon, make a 
doubt or queſtion of any fuch poflible exquiſitnes, let him 
conlider and behold it by an eafie example. In an m- 
equalitie of one and the ſame Vermiculant pulſe, where the 
beginning of the ſame diſtenſion is quicker, the next conti- 
nuation or middle part isfl ower, and the beginning of the 
end thereof, ending almoſt before it begin: it muſt needes 
be very difficult, nay, almoſt impoſſible vuto the firſt view 
of Senſcor Reaſon,ortoa _ iudgement or learning, 

3 to 
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to 4tuide really, and diſtinguiſh this one ſhort (mall metion 
io two or three diltin& times and parts of motion , 
the ſpace ſo very ſhort, the faculty of moving ſo low and 
weake, and the mouing it ſelfe almoſt alrogether inan in. 
ſen6bleexiguitic, 2n41 an indiuiſible degree of lowneſle, 

Wee ſee oft-times a common vulgar cannot in his reafon 
conceiue it,much leffe by his ſenſe ar all perceiue ir. Neither 
is it found eafie to euery man,though learned therein, yea, 
or educate thereto,cither perfealy to apprehend the gene. 
rall Idea of ſuch amorion, or atall in the firſt proofes and 
_ tryals of his ſenſe or hand rodeprehend any particular.Not- 
wichſtanding, the Phyſicion that exquiſitely difcerneth and 
tudgeth, doth both in reaſon ſee, that cucry ſingle (malleſt 
motion, hath his divers diſtin diwifion of parts,& alſo by 
his diſcerning,wary,iudicious and exerciſed touch, doth a- 
partly dere and diſcouer itz And thus hath been proved by 
ſeucra] inſtances taken in the art of Phy ficke,in ſtcade of al 
other Arts and Sciences, for auoiding tediouſneſſe and con- 
fuſion, that all knowledge, all Art, all Science whatſoever 
giuenvntoman, hath nootherentrance, meanes,or waycs 
therero, but therow Senſe or Reaſon, or prudent and artifi- 
ciall conieRure,[agacitic and exquilſitencfle of iudging and 
diſcernirg thereby. 

And that jt may the better appeare, that beyond theſe 
waies andiights,the Phy ficion cannot finde any knowledge 
ordiſcouery of Diſcaſcs: let vs view ſome particular exam- 
ples of ſome Diſcaſes for this cauſe yndiſcouerable-and not 
ro be dete&ed: and therewith conſider the impolsibilitic of 
diſcouery to confitt ſolely herein ; namely, for that they are 
remoued from any capacitie of Senſe or Reaſon, and from 
the reach of all artificiall ſearch,ſcrutiny & accurate infight 
derined from both, which is the higheſt ſtraine of hamane 
Vnderltanding, Inthegenerall itcannot be denied( except 
of ſuch whoſe vnderſtandings areextremely blinde) that ir 
is impottible, that thoſediſcaſesfhould or can bee ar all ſo 
auchas(yſpeted(and therefore rmnwch lcfſe knowne)which 
yeeld ng hews no figne;noaundicationot ene 

/ 3 needct 
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needeth hereofno other, nor better proofe, then the enu- 
meratien of ſome particular diſeaſes of this kinde. 

Are not diuers fecret and hidden Apoſtemations, and 
other inward colleRions of vicious matter in the body, 
dayly Seminaries of vnexpeced and wondred ſhapes of 
corruption and putrifation,which lying long hidden in the 
body, and by an inſenfible growth raking deepe roote, in 
the end ſodainely breake forth beyondalt poſsible expe- 
&ation,or thought of the moſt excellent,exquiſite and{ub- 
ril}circumſpeRion and diſquiſition ?.For a briefe confir- 
mation-hereof, Hollerius doth mention a man, the cauſe of 
whoſe difeaſe while he lived , being vnknowne to. Phy. 
ficions, and Art, after his deceaſe hisgurs were found gan. 
grencd and periſhed, and therein things viewed like vnta 
Water-ſnakes, and his Liuer full of ſchirroſe knots. 

There happened vnto my ſelfe this yeare laſt paſt, a Pati- 
ent, a very worthy Gentleman,who being extremely vexed 
with the Strangury, Diſurie, and Iſchurie rogether with 
piſſing of blood in great abundance, and the ſtone, by the 
viſe and accommodation of remedies, found much eaſe,miti- 
gation of paines, and qualificationof the extremitie of all 
the former accidents. Notwithſtanding , for that there 
were ccrtaine indications of an V cer in the body or capa- 
citie of the Bladder, his recoucrie wasnot expected, buraf- 
ter his deceaſe, inthe difſeion of his body, his Bladder 
was found rotten, broken and black, without any manifeſt 
matter therein as cauſe thereof , or ſo muck as one ſtone , 
although hee had formerly and immediately before auoid- 
ed many ſtones atſeuerall rimes. This Iproduce, being 
freſh in memory , asan inſtance of impoſſibilitic of know. 
ledge vnto a Phyficion in many and frequent caſes, For 
how could the fafuure or colour of his Bladder, while the 
Parient was living , by any cxquiſiteneſſe of Artor vnder- 
ſtanding, be knowne in any poſhbilitie, meanes, or power 
of man, although all the other accidents aboue mentioned, 
were yndoubredly , by certaine indications and ſignesdiſ- 
coucred ? I might here deliuer many other like Examples 

out 
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out ofmineowne knowledge; I will onely call toremem- 
brance one more. | 

I wag of late yeares Phy ſicion vnto a right Noble Lady 
the cauſe of whoſe apparent dangerous eſtate, diucrs kear- 
ned and famous Phyſicions conioyned with my ſelfe, could 
neuer diſcouer. In the difſe&ion of her body after her de- 
ccale, her heart was found incloſed with a ſhining rotten 
gflly, and. the very ſubſtance of the heart of the ſame c0- 

our, 

In the ſame Lady, an intolerable paine about the bot- 
tome of her ſtamack,by firs depriued her of all eaſeby day, 
and of reſt by night, and could ncuer be either knowne in 
the cauſe, or remooued in the accident by any meane or 
remedy : bur after death , inthe difleRion of her body be. 
fore mentioned , a black round gpelly as bigge asa Tenice 
ball, did manifeſt it ſelfe in that place, where, tn her life, the 
intolerable paine was (cated and fixed. 

Of chiseuill diſcoloration of her heart, ofthe matter and 
euill colour of that matter wherewith her heart was inuiro- 
ned; as allo of that colle&ed gelly in her ſtomacke,what 
poſſible knowledge (thinke you) or exquiſite vnderſtan- 
ding, or art of man could euerin her life time giue any no- 
rice or information ? Like vnto this is that which Hole. 
71441n the 21. of his rare obſeruations doth mention. In a 
ficke man perplexed'in aſtrange mannerfrom an vnknowne 
cauſe in his life , after his death his liuer and epiploon did 
appeare corrupted and putrified,his ſtomacke toward the 
bottome bruiſed and full of blacke juice or humour. Chri- 
ftophorus Schillincws, opening the body of a childe afrer 
death, reporteth, that hee ſaw in the ſmall veines, running 
thorow the ſubſtance of the liner , many ſmall ſcrauling 
wormes then lining. Beniuenius doth make mention of a 
woman tormented grieuouſly by a needle in her ſtomack, 
which was impoſſible by any art or exquiſitneſle of ynder- 
ſanding to bee conceiued or ſuſpe&ed, if nature it ſelfe 
working it out thorow' the body and ſubſtance of the ſto- 
macke, ynto the outward-view ad Senſe, had not fo ep. 
4:47) uere 
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with the true Diſcowery thereof. i» 
wered it, I will not here mention the generation of wormes, 
ſtones, and the like in the guts, gall, heart, lovgs and other 
parts,of which no Art, or excellence of knowledge can-pol. 
ſibly rake notice, yntillthey haue prooued themſelues vnto 
the fight. Many diſeaſes of theſe kindes being fearcfull and 
terrible accidents, and afflitions vnto the body, yet for the 
molt part are neuer detected ;z becauſe they have not one- 
ly no proper true certaine likely , but no-poſsible meancs 
or way of indication or notice at all, in any reaſon or vn- 
derſtanding of humane Arr or Science ; without which the 
moſt exquiſiteand Scientificall Clarkes are altogether dif- 
abled, and muſt neceſſarily bee ignorant. Thus hath beene 
atlarge manifeſted, that nothing can bee vnto the Phy ſici- 
an in his Art and Science knowne, which either by outward 
Senſe or inward is not apparent, or by likely and artificiall 
conic&ure from both, is not deteRed or diſcerned, The 
like might bee vrged concerning the trials of Lawe and 
Iuſtice, and inquifitions of offences anderrors againſt the 
Law,;which are the diſeaſegof a Common-weale,as the for- 
mer of the body of man. Many offences againſt the Lawe 
are apparent vnto the outward Senſe , as fight or hearing : 
and: therefore being witneſſed by hearers or beholders, are 
without doubt or difticultic immediately diſpatched, ſen- 
tenſed, and adiudged. Many alſo are euident to reaſon, 
which therefore are held and reputed inuincibly and infal- 
libly to conuince, 

Many offences allo thereare, neither-manifeſt to-Senſe, 
nor euident toreaſon,, againſt which onely likelihood and 
preſumptions doe ariſe in iudgement ; whereby notwith- 
ſtanding, through narrow ſearchand ſifting, firit exami- 
vation, circumſpe& & curious view of cuery circumſtance, 
together with euery materiell .moment and oddesthorow- 
ly, and ynto the depth and bottome by ſubtull diſquiſition 
fadomed, the learned, prudent, and difcerningludgedoeth 
oft dete& and bring vnto light many hidden, inteſtine, and 
ſecret miſchicfes,which vnleoſibly and vnobſeryedly would 
oternihopproſoanc ulnert che Common-weale, "_ 
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ne of theſe wayes of cxrricatian the truerh can poſts 
'begained; the wile and vpright Iudpe vmro-neceflitic in 
wanc of due warrancentoniſt proceediup,doeth with patt- 
ence 5nd ſobrictic ſubmic. For this:caufe (as may beiſeenc 
vpon records ) many caſes juſtly neceſſarily and yvaanoida- 
bly ſtant perpetually infcrncable,vodecided and never de- 
termined, as certamne proofes & evidences of the hm tati- 
on-and annihilation of: mans knowledge in many things of 
this life : Almightie God oft-times decrecing to hideſome 
trueth from the ſight of man, and deraining'it ia hisowne 
ſecret will and pleaſure. 


CHAP. JIE : 
Whether Witch-crafe heut any other wayes or meants of Twut- 


ſtigation, then theſe before mention-d, and what is the irue 


Mmueſtioation. 
fig B 


T hath beene at large before declared, how God and Na- 
ture haue limited and confined all knowledge of man, 
within ccrtaine-wayes and bounds, out of which, and be. 
yond which it cannot paſſe ; as alſo for that cauſe, rharno 
juſtifiable Art or true Science whatſoever, doeth or can ex- 
ceed thoſe reſtraints. There have bm alſo divers examples 
produced of the neceſſicie of mans ignorance, in the-im- 
poſſibilitie of much knowledge , and diſcovery of things 
hidden and inhibited by the inſt and vnſcarchable-deerces 
of God and Nature. ' Ittteraineth now ro enquire concer- 
ning our particular ſubie& of Wirch-craft, whether inthe 
common way of all other deteQions of trueths, it ought 
likewife conſiſt; or whether by it ſee ir have other privi- 
ledges beyond alf ethet trials: If reaſon be the ſole eye and 
light of narorall vnderftanding which God harh given vn- 
to reaſonable man (as is before prooued. ) Tf withonr ir 
eanbe no naturalt knowledge,no Art, no Science, no difco- 
nery. If Law among aft peopte and nations beſo iuſt in all 
C7 W 
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_ with the trae Diſconerte thereof, wg - © 


which confifteth-right. } If God bimſelfe; and ali floaris 
ſking Canmen-wealcs haue tyed men and Lawes, and the 
decilianby them:of all doubts,queſtions and contronuerfies, 
cither vnto right proofe, cuidence- and allegation, accor- 


_ ding vnto reafoy, or at leaſt; faire likelihood, prefumpti- 


0n, and probabilitie ;; and beyond theſe there never was, 
is, ar canbecatipinſt ipdgement ortriall: How is-it poſſt» 
ble that pan davfatrainhe any knowledge of Witchcraft, if 
not-by thofe meanes;, by which onely his nature iscapable 
of whatſocuer is allotted to bee knowne thereto ? If this 
bee infalltbly erue , man muſt either by the former com- 
mon .wayes of knovledge arid derefion , know likewiſe 
and dere&- Wirch-crafr, or elſe. bee altogether ignorant 
thereof ; whereof the contrary by dayly exptrience is ma- 
nifeſt. lt may bee and is obieRed, that it is a hard and dit- 
ficule matter to dete&t Wirch-crafr, by rhe former and or- 
dinarycquiſes, as is oft [rene and found apparent. So is it 
likewiſe equally difficalr, and as hard by the ſame meanes 
oft times, tor many a iult man to prooue and cleere his op- 
poſed innocency , and for many an inturiouſly wronged 
wretch to prooue his right, to defend his goods, yea, life 1t 
ſelfe from violence ; notwirhſtanding, this is noallowance 
vncoanather way, norcalonor inſtification of any vnwar- 
ranted way, or way out of the way of Reafon, Inſtice, and 
Law, bee his burden never fo importable, or his injury ex- 
ceeding crueltic... eat: } 94.6 
For, if God had allowed vnto men alwayesſmeath,afſi» 
red;-certaine and infallible wayes vrito the-ſatisfaRion of 
their wants, and the accompliſhment of their intentions 
and deſires without failing ; what would becorne of Reli- 
gion, YVertue, and Wiſedome.? Then ſhould every may be 


'alikewiſe,; and men wouldibee fo confident in their owne 


ſtrength and. power, and ſoproud, that they would forget 
God and neuer thinke of the Almighty. If the' meanes 
and wayes vntoali knowledge, and the information of our 
deſyes and affi&ions, :did meete with no impediment; no 
A no caſualty to-imrercepty Und 
T7 2 all 


20 The Triall of Witchcraft, © 

all chings ſhould proſperouſly ſucceed vnto our meanes and 
endcuours;, there wonld neuer'bee any. vſc of Parience, 
Tetnperance,-ordependance vpon the diuine-prouvidenee x 
and conſequently, little acknowledgement, and tefſe:'wor+ 


ſhip and adoration of- out Creator, who according to his - 


wiſedome, good will and plealure,doth otherwiſe governe, 
guide, order and diſpoſe all things. For if-vnro dur ſap- 
poſed needfull ends, vſes and necefſary defires were cer- 
raine and vncontrouled wayes,nothing impoſsible,nothing 
denyed ; then were our Juſt a Lawe, and man in no power 
but in his owne, in no awe, 1n.no Law, in no rule. 
Therefore Almightie Godin his great and vnſpeakeable 
Wiſedome hath fubieRed vaine man, and made his pride 
ſubic& ro infinire creatures, limits, reſtraints, coertions, 
thereby to teach him true wiſedome, pierie, truſt, depen- 
dance, worſhip, and adoration of his all-reſtrainig and al. 
limiring vnlinited power, Man therefore muſt thereby 
learne to be contented foto know, as therewith to kearne 
ro know hinſelte; that is,with his large portion, his lor,hig 
manifold indowments,his excellencie of Senſe, Reaſon, Vn» 
derſtandiog, Prudence, Arr,nort to forget or ſpurne at their 
iaterdicttons , prohibicions,, and inioyned liſts, beyond 
which todefire to know,jis curiolitie,is folly : Sapientia,ve- 
r4 nolle nimys ſapere,(aith the Poct. It is true Wiſedome,not 
to bee too wile: that is, not to know, nor defire to know 
more then is allowed or needfull : necdfull, nor in.our de- 
fires, but Gods D:cxee. : | | 
Here then let me intreat reaſonable men, not too m 
(as is vſuall) to ſwell with indignation,or to be puffed with 
impatience, where God dothinot apertly reneaje & plaine- 
ly ( as they deſire and thinke needfull)) the ſubtill engines, 


and myſticall craft of the Diuell in the Machinations ot” 


Witches and Sorcerers ; but foberly,modeſtly,and diſcreet- 
'1y, fo farre forth be contented to purſue the tryall and inſt 
way of their diſcoucry as with ſenſe, with reaſon, with Reli- 
gion is iuſt and righteous, knowing that whatſoener is be» 
youd theſe liſts, is reaſoulet;, ſenſlelie, and-impious. 
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with the trae Diſcoterie thertof. 2» 

- For ſince God and Nature (as'is before ſaid Yhathlimi- 
ted the ſcratinie of allerue Arts, andScicnces, all naturall. 
knowledge for difcourrie of: controuerfics and reſolutions 
vntothelightsof Reaſonahd Senſc,bc artificial} coniecuire, 
prudence, Art,Sagacitie, and ſubtiltic of vnderſtanding de-! 
riued from thencezvnto whatother barre or fate of Iuſtice 
can Witch-crafrt appeale'orbe brought 2 15 + // 
It may be obieCted, the ArtofWarch-craft;beingſuper-- 
naturall, and the praRice thereof ſuſtained by an extraor-, 
dinary power; that therefore the, meanes and wayes of 


- diſconeric muſt bee- likewiſe! more then ordinary and ſu. 


pernaturall. 0 a TOW $03 180) vt. trdoiigg vides 

Hereto is truely anſwered, that fince-the-natnre and. 
powet of Spirits is vnknowne vnto man; (as all things ſu- 
pernaturall ) and can bee, and is no otherwiſe knowne; bur 
by examining.the workes ifſuing from.thence, and compa- 
ring them aright withthat which is naturalt (becauſe wan 
in his Reaſon and vnderſtanding cannot diſcerne that which 
is truely tranſcending his Nature,otherwiſe,thenobſeruing 
how farre it exceedeth that which 1s according to Natute:) 
therefore (1 fay ) the workes of the Diucll, or Wiches, 
though ſuſtained and produced by a ſupernaturallpawer, 


' yer can have no other way for their detceRion/by man, but 


thar which is ordinary vnto man, and natural}and poſſible 
ynto man; for that which is abouc or beyond his power, or 
Nature, is not hisowne, From: hence muſt neceflarily be 
concluded; that there is no-other ordinary; way vnto man 
(who knoweth or can know nothing but that isnaturalt) 
vnto the diſcoueriz of that is:fupernaturall, butthat way 
which is likewiſe naturall. Although therefore theſub- 
ic&-of -Wirch-craft-requite a greater meafure-of :know- 
ledge to difcerne that which ts therein really , and trucly 
ſupernaturall , from that which in nature oft-times hath 3 
very great likenefſe, and a deceiucable ſimilitude there- 
with : yet is the way vnto that knowledge, the common 


_ high way which'-conducteth vnto/all other: knowledge 
. whatfoeuer, And that this alſo is the ſame way &dircRion; 
, | Ky 


3 which 


22 *\ FheTviek: of Witeh-craft, - 
winch-the holy Scripture it fe doch intend, far the dif 


doneryofwimthrs, iandehewfntenting is manifelt. Num. 


F930; Drut157.6:206 r90t inAfeths 18, 16. lobn B,1 7. 
2-Conmmh 14. ri tltbr 10.28.10 theſe named: places u is 
requrred, 'tharnoman bee judged in matter of, weighs, or 


death, !butbythe teftimonp ot; twowitneſſes,' at the leal}. 
Witch-craft therefore heing amacter;hoth of weight, aud, 


death, \cannoraiccording\vnoGads word, bec indged but 
by teſtimony of witneſſes: whitfacuer is witneſſed , mutt. 
necelwily bee ſubie&ro fenſe, fince ng man can witneile 
ought,: whereof.chere isnot ſenſe... From hence then it is 
\ 1neuitably concluded, that the workes of Witches, ate po. 
otherway'robecdiſcemed, or imigtd, bot þy the common 
way of difcoaery; by deedes,and:workes apparent to ſcyſc, 
and the teſtimony thereof;; ' Ler: men then. bee perſwa- 
dedand contented {{ince: Gad'harh: alatted, aud allow ed 
raw cthenared and poreraefimanooiother way) in this 
oneſyurarranted trueway:toſceke the diſtouery, to finde 
the fouting;, path; -and ſteppings of Witch-crafr, as 
gf allotherthings,”-which by:the Decree of God are reuca- 
le$noas many-andiſubic gnto-the knowledge of man. 
Iemaybeeiheredemanded þwicther Almighty God doth 
gotextraordinarit; and miradolacſly 4t fame tine dilco= 
ger'this (o abominable; fipne of Witch-craft, aſwell as by 
ordinary meanes leaue it:vnto; diſcoucric ? This doubt 
tmorefidy:inmoredueplacec be hereafter at large dif 
courſedc I tmrh'now beeneferomanifeſted,that there is.ar 
eanbeenvother ordivaryitryail-of Witch: crats, then that 
whicis common vntoall-other deteions of ;frueth; and 
alſothat all-UcreRtions:ſnibiet vato the diſcouerie of man 
(ashachobeenebefore;.cirared; ); are: drawne and deriped 
elrher troy Sink or Reafon 5 artikely iprobability railed 
from both; ! Bo mg on hy rnont  { Io, 


© Before I doe: procecd: farther, for hismore facill'v nder- | 


ſtanding, 1'dao admonith the Rexdery:tbat;hee diltinguiſb, 
what ismeaneByrehe ſopernaturall workes.; namely, what* 


ſveutr is Red, 1n,vpon; onby; ang: corPRraliybllances, 
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or {ublunzrie bodies, which is above the nature; atd power 
of choſe bodies, or ſublunerie ſybſtances; They are not ſus 
pernaturall, in regard of thoſeſpigituall ſubſtances, which 
are,the proper: 2geity; and:wntd who nſuch-urdi are 


- nomere then natura)}; burn cegard: of thoſe:bodily tabs 


{tances, vpon which, in which;\or-by:which; thoſe/piritual ; 
ſubſtances doe worke, as meerely their patiems,. aud be+ 
ig: in a or cave Hey of "app __ 
pobinlcie, [0% ht 
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CHAP. 1 Wt. | 
Of the Workes of Witches aw Dinels, | 


rer of Witch.crafc, according. to the former waies.of 
diſcovery-and-inveſtigations it will beneedfulltodi- 
ſinguiſh who is the true Author; -cavſe;,; and.immediate 
workman of the ſupernarnrall workes which by Sorcery 
and Witch-craft are compaſſed or broughtto paſſe; - 

All created ſubſtances indowed with powers and yertue 
from Bodrheir Crearor;; arecirher bodilyz,. or corpor all 
ſubſtances; orſpiticualt,, ormixtiand berweehe boths: 

Bodily and corporali ſubſtances are the lieanens; the ce- 
teſtiall bodies of the Starres, ofthe Sunne,;of the Moone; 
the bodies of the elements, -andall elementarie ſubſtances 
from them derinedatid. compoſed, : 

; Spiritual! ſubſtavces 'are either Angels j or Dives) 4 or 
foules of men after death, ſeparated from their bodies. 

. Mixed ſubſtances, partly Spirituall; partly bodily, are 
mankinde compounded of a. naturall body, and vnder- 
ſtanding ſoule. 

Henee'it commeth to paſſe, thatman'by: his enderſian- 
ding Spirit,dorh rogecher with Angels, Spirits, and Diyels, 
participate :and” vnderftand\ many things z astheSeripture 
revealed z the. Hiſtory-aad- Creation of the whole: world's 


eng trucks of. Got:zrhe grounds.of Reaſon ;ithe poney 
ples 


B Efore wee proceed further to treare concernidgt mat- 


OY 
. 


26 Thewraalbof Witch:graft, 
ptes-of Nature; many generall rules and cbſervations,ard 
_ lofiniteparticular obicts of many things paſt, preſent,and 
to-come: Bue for thatthis ynderſtanding Soule is deprefled, 
and imptiſoacdiothis fife by the body ;by-the paſſions, dil. 


ca(es; and manifold incumbrances thereof, and cannot cx. - 


rend. or inlarge it ſelfe fortheryno avy-portionof know. 

ledge, then thorowthe narrow. windowes, cloſures, parts 
and. organs of the: body.:. therefore muſt neceſſarily the 
knowledge of man be much inferiour vnto that meaſure 
of knowledge, which Spirits, being of a more ſubrill ef. 
ſence, and free from the burden and. incumbrance of an 
carthly tabernacle or priſon, doe ina more large extent in- 
10Y. AVWAICG baht dal! 7 55 401 Wy Q 

As is (aid of the difference of knowledge in Spirits, be- 
yond the power and nature of man :ſo may beſaid from 
the ſame reaſon of chedifference of the workesof ſpirits, 
farre' inlarging_ and <xtending their vertue and powerjbe- 
yond the power and oxce of men. © 1 a, 

_ The workes'of men, are confined within the power 
and nature of theſe ſublanarie bodics, vnto which they are 
annexed, andtyed. . | | | 

The workes of Spirits are livited.to nocorporall ſub- 
ſtance''or body; butſpaciouſly compaſle the whole and vn. 
uerſaſl: body of the ſublunary or inferiour world (as the 
Diuell doth witnefle of himſelfe, Job 4, verſe 7.) and are 
nottied rntoany particular place, but rule generally therin; 
and in all places by the.permifſion of God, as is euident:, 
Epb: 2; v4.2, where the: Diuell 1s called the'Prince thar 
ruleth in the ayre , euenthe Spirit that-now worketh in the 
children - of difebedience ': and- likewiſe , 'Epheſf” 6. 
verſe.13. where he is calledthe-Prince af darkneſte of this 
world. eo) 3h; 

From theſe vndoubted:grounds, it isneceſſariſy inferred, 
that both all-knowledge exceeding the-knowlidge of man , 
muſt needs iflne from the knowledge of Spirits , and alſo 
that all-workes exceeding: and>cranſcendent; aboue rhe 
power aad: natureatcorporal ſubſtances, muſt _— 
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be fare of pirigs- Nimay.now- be KOO 
—_— irs/hall be \nowheass | 
fromthe workes 0 cvill Spiricatmd.dingls, Ic hou 
werken proccnde:frogt: the ſame naupe fabGantte 
fpirituall .cSeqee cominog;. veto: thembath, The 
organ the conſideration of the'orders (nd; ſores 9f 
good Spitits, exprelſed inholy Scri sf 
perries, :blides which, alt other are.gccs Ts an nc be 
therefore diuclsg; ltkei-vato-whhm dikawd© ab 
ſcquent:mblthe cheir -warkes; de gs ay Pp - Ange bent 
couering theother. Ay aarocnrs by. No leap ITE 
Meſſtngers.of God, ſpecially fentwichaig ho] Ea firmatiper ; 
to ſpeciall holy men, for ſpeciall hoſy =_ - was the oratiay, An- 
Scraphin ſentivibe Hibabthe 5. Cbeghtt,vorſe 690d GE VELE gelimaliyper 
the Angels yntoutbe-Shepheards , when euriSaujour was vg ob- 
borne, or:a6 were: the Angels: #hich:wen@) anc. nto the ow” nor ee 
Patciarchegodfoide, orglaomhr-Angele/grarily con Com- alle Magiſts 
manded ta giide, proGuand defond tha EleG.and OPER Ss diſt. 7, 
childrer af »Ged,as:i8 magic f}dagth bythageRimonygblb.s 
our Saujour, Math. i 8:'verſe.108eQchat youdr Pile-not 
(&ith our bleſſed Saniour)-one abthelelizcle-pnes For I 
lay ynto yougthatiocheauentheir Angels: er wg beholdthe _ R 
faceafmy:;bather, -whieh{s4 Lextal- .., Y; i7:1:9508 
Cert apo, Pealene-of dna) gy | 
(laitht pearing: ihrompmpe 
{ter for their fakes,whodhallbe heiresof (aluation?: Beſide 
theleorders of goad aa holy ge hath the holy 
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Ig is not Icſtirate of eakic vroofe, that there art many Binsfeldius; 
ſupernatural}, warkes. of the! dine manifeſto» etife , 
| wherein man doth not participate in knowledge, contra 
or conſent with him. Did.noc che wn 9 en a * Inſtrumen- 
Serpent miraculouſly #ceaſon; diſpute.(peakeand confer rum diaboli 
wit b&#9,Gev,3 2 Wasmot: foo arg mal we þ —_— — 
ly, manifelys perceptibly, anderalubrarcent (Rundiog Th. creme | 
in. her cares? There then was -8Q mans mer liens thee adventy” 
could- combing with the diue!l Inthia fuperngtoralivorke, ſpeace. Towas 
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i bodjcs of men by. him poſſeſſed, in an extraordivarjeand 
ſypernaturall-manner, and fart, : arke:ehe firſtur Luke 4. 
; AMatb.17; arts the ninth? Was nogthe yery:voiceof a 
Spirit heard anddiſtinguiſhed, whenthe dinell-inſo feare- 
full and maruellous manner cryed ont- in the-paſſeſſed,, 
AAath. 8. Marks 5: Lyke 8 ? Did not the; prople behold 
the miraculous: forceof the diuell caſting the poſſeſſed io 
the migdsſt ofthom, Luke. 4. veoſe $3334) 35 * Did not the 
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' reeding!ape viiedundther Concerning the Pyrbons Parhonics 
Vi C ; Of Voſagaapatter Fonrit +3 and | the like: iiThe fecord wasneuer 
oo, 0 - ROY of Yaires, fo foretiany'ageg long before 
4a thebbeh of obÞ Lied Savlobr; | ev igapparont bythe fa- 

mous Otacle of Delplivs; the Oaks of Dodova, the Starue 
of Miraner. Pires Gregorinu Tholsſavus, in his Symagme 
Suri ,' yeciceth this hiſtory- concerning certaire Ratues at 
Alontndvin, that" they did fallymeotheroums diy , 
andwith ar andible yoics' declared the dearh of FH ahbricing 
the Emperour, cue atthe fame moment and point of time 
when' he wasthen flaine at Rome: 

 Asthe Dinelt doth ſhey himſelfe by voices and formds in 
roeh, caies; Katyes, andthe like * ſodoth he in-divers 0- 
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with the true Diſconery thereof. 2d 
Thus he appeared: vito Exe, andſpakevnto her inthe 
ſhape of a Serpent aforeſaid. Ofhis appearance indivers 


_ ther formics likewiſ& are niany Teſtimonies; Neither doe' 


Philoſophers differ or doubt herein. Arifotle in his Mera-- 
pbyſickes hath theſe words, ein Many wark imarigis bros , xe 
Ip, nad Geſlop nati Tore roreTre nat4 708 G6 hy 453 bi Gers xah apes, THAK 
is, ſubſtances are called ſimple bodies, as water, earth, fire- 
andthe like, and things compounded thereof, as living 
creatnres and ſpirits: which'is ſo farre forth to be'vnder- . 
ſtood of (pirits , as they were in aſſumed ſhapes viſible. 
Orphexs doth number fixe kinds of theſe viſible diuels or 
ſpicics. _ Aarſcorne paring xaj dupinc, xa} cad pur » xab xb8or{vc nn rmoxonixe rope. 
goire, That is, Spirits inhabiting the heaticnly regions, Spi- 
rits ruling in the ayre, inthe water, in the fire, in the carth, 
and vnder the earth. TheSpirits in the Aire Plats ſaith, are 
preſidents of divination, of miracles, and of Chaldaike 
A4agicke. The Spirits in the earth,and vnder theearth are 
ſuch"as appeare it the ſhape of Dogges, and Goates, 
and the like, moouving men vnto foule and vnlawfull luſts 
as lanus 7ocobus Boiſſardus in his traftate de Hagia & 
genije doth teſtifie. The ſame Authovr vnto this purpoſe 
citerh Saint Auguſt, lib. 2. Super Geneſim ad literary, 
confirming that Spirirs doe vſe the helpe of Acriebodiesor 
ſubſtances that they may appeare vnto men. Vntothis opi- 
nion of the apparitions of Spirits variety of ſtory likewiſe 
doth bring forth faich-and credit. T will not mention the 
apparition which 'happened vnto Arbenodorus the Philo- 
ſopher reported by Pliny,” nor 'Bratw his Genixz after the 
death of. Inlizs Cefar, appearing and ſpeaking vnto him, 
nor thoſe repreſentations , which inthe ſhape of men ap- 
peared vnto Zycius Dowitins , returning toward Rome as 
Suetonins reporteth , adding for confirmation of truth in 
the Hiftorte, that the apparitien touchinghis beard, ir in- 
ſtantly changed from the former perfe& blacke vnto a _ 
lively yellow, and thereupon he was afterward firnamed 
Oenobarbns. I will not farther cite ancient times herein, 
Tet vs come ynto later daics and writers, It is a 
TIC E 3 y 


30 "The Triall of Witch.craft, 
by area the French Chronicler , that the luz n- 
nowm of France, Herrythe 4. being in higbunting 
ſports, a Diuell or Spirinorainecd vnto the Kings cares 
and his whole company , a great cry of hounds, and win- 


ding of hornes. The King commanded Count So5ſſons to. 
goclce who it was, wondering who durſt interrupt his 


game. Tac Earle ſtill. iluing forward toward the noiſe, 
ſillheard ir , but ſcemed nothing neerer vnto it, though 
defiringto come neereſt vato it. Atlength abigge blacke 
man preſented himlſelfe in the thickeſt of the buſhes , and 
EUs vo the Earle ſome few words, ſudainly va- 
ed. | 
There could be no deceit in ſo many.cares and witnefles, 
nor can the obieRion of a meere imagination ſtand vncon- 
trouled of the juſt reproofe of want of wit and good man- 
ncrs, in doubt ordeviall of ſo faire and fo well aduiſed due 
teſtimonies. 2 
Maſter Fox, inthe life of Mertin Luther, doth relate 

the apparition and conference of the Diuell with a yorg 
man ; who ypon contraRs agreed betweene the Diuell and 
himſelfe, deliuered vnto the Diuell his bond for conditio- 
ned performances. 7 | 

Speede in his Chronicle , and relation of the paſſage of 
many afftaires , within the time of Henry the 4. doth make 
mention of the apparition of the Diuell in the habire of a 
einorite Fryer at Danbury Church in Eſſex , with ſuch 
thundring , lightning , tempeſts, and fire-bals , that the 
vault of the Church brake, and halfe the Chancell was car- 
ried away. | = , 

I will not further recite infinite Hiſtories and Reports, 
which may ſeeme to depend vpon the obſcure or doubted 
credit of ſuperſiirious fations, or partiall Authors , but of 
{uch onely as by the common conſent of times,and generall 

voice of all Writers, exact credit and eſtecme., 

* In this kinde what a multitude of Examples doth the 
whole curxent and {ireame of all Writers of all ages afford? 
Whoalmglt that zeadeth,any ancient claſsicall Ao 

] - _ auotde 
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with the true Diſconerie thereef. 31 


2noide the common mention of fained gods,* and godeſſes « y;ge Plus. 
of the ficld, of the woods, of the it = of houſes, of R—_ R—_ 
deſarts; of rivers, of ſprings, and the like, offering them. mide de viri, 
ſ:lues vnto men and people, ſometimes in one ſhape ſorne. Þvs & poteſt- 
times in another z requiring worſhip, ceremonies and rites; —_ _— 
ſone in one manner, ſomein another; doing ſtrange and ad- tiui Lemures 
mired workes oft-times,ſometimes pleaſantly encountring cixerune.De 
people, ſometimes menacing ? Hot 7 Geniis item 
'Herevpon grew' the multitude and varietic of names ar qa 
given vntothem, according to the ſeucrall manners,ſhapes, ———_ 8 
geſtures, and places which they vicd ;as * Faxns, Satyrs , terra,s: ſingu« 
Nymphe, Enopuſa, Lemares. All:Chriſtians,who know God, lis mundi re- 
his: word, and truth, and thereby belceue ode onely true F'2pibus di 
God, mult needs aſſure themſclues thar all theſe were euili me» ooo 
Spirits, and Diuels.* That ſuch were, all times, ages, Vide Plato 
hiſtories, and records of times with one vniuerſall conſent nem 4.de legi- 
confirme. That they were manifeſtly ſeene, knowen,& fam- bus. Quos ibi 
ilizrly by the outward ſenſes diſcernedand diſtinguiſhed;, c,2 2promit 


> cue Dzmo- 


cannot beedenied , by the ſeucrall deſcriptions 
manners, aſſumed Capes and geſtures. ao" : —— 
Andthus bricfely auoiding the tediouſneſſe of the multi- Minibus, & 
tude of vncertaine particular examples-giuen by private — 
-men, I haue by yndoubted and vncontrouled references vn- ED 
roages and ſucceſſions of continued hiſtories from one vn- * Fauni Syl- 
ro another manifeſted; how among the heathen,the Diuel] vanilocubi 
hath apparently offered himſele vato the outward ſenſe , Ay w— ett 
without the aſſociation of a Witch or Sorcerer : Which augut D 
was likewiſe. before prooued by inſtances out of the holy Civic Dei. 
Scripture, In all theſe the Divell hath affeed to * coun- Diabolus,Dei 
terfeittheapparitions of the bleſſed Angels of God vnto hug =®vlv3 quo 
= ſcryants, thereby to make himlelfe like or equal vato artery 
Godin ignorant andynbelecuing hearts. . © 1: vet inanimos 
D108 1257ZD W400 $13 4% fimplicium, 
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by lobn de Serres the French Chronicler , that the late re- 
nowmed K. of France, Heryy the 4. being in highunting 
ſports, a Diuell or Spirit. preſented. vnto the Kings cares 
and his whole company , 2 great cry of hounds, and win- 
ding of hornes. The King commanded Count So5ſſons to 


gocſce who it was, wondering who durſt interrupt his 


game. Tac Earle ſtill. iſſuing forward toward the noiſe, 
ſtillheard ir , but emed nothing neerer vnto it, though 
defiringto come neereſt vatoit. Atlength abigge blacke 
man preſented himſelfe in the thickeſt of the buſhes , and 
Honig vito the Earle ſome few words, ſudainly va- 
cd, | 

There could be no deceit in ſo many.cares and witnefles, 
nor can the obicRion of a meere imagination ſtand vncon- 
trouled of the juſt reproofe of want of wit and good man- 
ners, in doubt orderiall of ſo faire and fo well aduiſed due 
tcltimonics. ” 

Maſter Fox, inthe life of CMerti: Luther, doth relate 
. the apparition and conference of the Diuell with a yorg 
man ; who ypon contracts agreed betweene the Diuell and 
himſelfe, deliuered vnto the Diuell his bond for conditio- 
ned performances. _ | 

Speedeinhis Chronicle , and relation of the paſſage of 
many affaires , within the time of Henry the 4. doth make 
mention of the apparition of the Diuell in the habire of a 
e Hinorite Fryer at Danbury Church in Eſſex, with ſuch 
thundring , lightning , tempeſts, and fire-bals , that the 
yault of the Church brake, and halfe the Chancell was car- 
ried away. . | , 

I will not further recite infinite Hiſtories and Reports, 
which may ſeeme to depend vpon the obſcure or doubted 
credit of ſuperſtitious factions, or parrtiall Authors , but of 
{uch onely as by the common conſent of times,and generall 

voice of all Writers, exa& credit and eſteeme., 
© In this kinde what a multitude of Examples doth the 
whole current and ſireame of all Writers of all ages afford? 
Whoalmelt that readeth.any ancient clalsicall Ambor,cap 
e Q auoide 
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with the true Diſconerie thereof. 31 
auoide the common mention of fained gods,* and godeſſes « y;qe Pts. 
of the ficld, of the woods, of themonntaines, of houſes, of nemun Epino« 
deſarts, of rivers, of (priogs, and the like, offering them. mide de viri, 
ſclues vnto men and people, ſometimes in one ſhape, ſome. _ P _ 
times in another z requiring worſhip, ceremonies and rites; yy, 0c 1. 
ſome in one manner, ſome in another; doing ſtrange and ad- ejui Lemures 
mired workes oft-times,ſometimes pleaſantly encountring cixerune.De 
people, ſometimes menacing ? | i _ 
 Herevpon: grew: the mulcitude and varietie of names ami —_ 
ojven vnto them, according tothe ſeucrall manners,ſhapes, cue in coeto, 
geſtures, and places which they vſcd ; as * Fawni, Satyri , terra,&: ſingu- 
Nymphbe, Empuſa, Lemares. All,Chriſtians,who know God, lis mundi re- 
his: word, and truth, and thereby belecue one onely true _— wt 
God, muſt needs afſure themſclues that all theſe were evill ;, pglirics, 
Spirits, and Diaels.* That ſuch were, all times, ages, Vide Plato- 
hiſtories, and records of times with one vniuerſall conſent nem 4.de legi- 
confirme. That they were manifeſtly ſeene, knowen,8& fam- —_ Quos = 
iliarly by the outward ſenſes diſcernedand diſtinguiſhed: co pamo.. 
cannot beedenied , by the ſcucrall deſcriptions of their nes appellar, 


manners, aſſumed ſhapes and geſtures. Latini his no- 
And thus briefely auoiding the tediouſneſſe of the multi. Pinibus, & 
qui buſdam 


tude of vncertaine particular examples giuen by private =... 1... 
men, I haue by decines can references vn- pra org wg 
roages and ſucceſſions of continued hiſtories from one vn- * Fauni Syl- 
to another manifeſted, how among the heathen,the Diuell egy | 
hath apparently offered himſele vato the outward ſenſe , ws "jo 
without the aſſociation of a Witch or Sorcerer : Which a,,,q_ ne 
was likewiſe. before prooued by inſtances out of the holy Civic Dei, 
Scripture, In all theſe the Divell hath affeRed to * coun- Diaboſus,Dei 
terfeittheapparitions of the bleſſed Angels of God vnto his ya m— _—_ 4 


holy ſeryants, thereby to make himſelfe like or equal vaRtO 1; udineinfin- 


God in ignorant andvnbeleeuing hearts. -  'uet inanimos 
wenhe ofmas 11231 not gi 7 0 . fimplicium, 
_ _—_ 
vftic, cap, 
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' CHAP, VI. 4 


Workes dent by the Dinel, with reſpet unto Contnent with 
an. 


| T now followeth to giue examples of ſuch ſupernatural] 
workes as are offered by the Diuell; wherein man hath 
an intereſt and propertic- by contra& with the Diuel; as 
alſo to ſhew that theſe workes are manifeſt in like manner 
 ynto the outward ſenſe. Vito. this -proofe. out.of holy 
Scripture; behold the Witch of Eder. Did not Sal con: 
erat with her, and ſhe promiſe vnto Sa! tobring vp Sam 
wel vnto him ? Did not Saul ſce the viſion raiſed by ker, ot 
at leaſt ſpeake thereto, and receiue anſwer there-from, x. 
Sam-28. 8? were not-then. bis eyes and earcs (thoſe two 
_ outward ſenſes) certaine witneſſes of her Sorcerie? Behold 
alſo the Sorcerers of Egypt. Did not Phareob (ce and view 
with his eyes thoſe great and mighty Sorceries,water turn- 
ed into blood, rods into Serpents, Frogges cauſed to iflu 
' out vpon the face of thecarth ?: IN 
And asthe holy Scripture doth afford vs theſe examples, 
ſo are the hiſtories of all.ages, people, and countries, 
fraught with the like as manifc(t to ſenle as theſe, and as ap- 
parently detefting and pointing out the Sorcerer and Sor» 
. Cery.. ID 17437 ev . 4. 3008 511 190115: w 
_ _ Linyreporteth, 'inthoſe ancient: daycvof Rome; that the 
Romane Claudia, a veſtall Virgin, did ſhew her (elfe a, 
ablc alone with caſe and facilitic todraw.a mighty. ſhipbyn 
ſmall line or girdle; which was inthe weight and greatnefſe 
vnmoueable, againft:the. force andpowernfanny fironp 
men, afliſted by the ſfkength of cattell accuſtomed to draw 
mighty and heauy burdens. Thatthis wasan a ſuperna- 
turall, and aboue, and beyond any naturall vertue or force 
in her Nature, is madneſfc todoubr. That in this ſupernatu- 
ralla& alſo, ſhe had a propertic by her allowance and like- 


ing 


ing thereof, expreſſed by her voluntaric aRion of vnder- 
taking and drawing ; who can make doubt ? The at was 
ſupernarurall, and aboue her power and nature - her good 
will, allowance, and voluntary putting the at in practice, 
did proue her conſent, if not contra, with that power and 
nature ſuperior vnto her owne,which is yndoubtedly,Sor- 
cery, and Witch-craft. To this purpoſe, ſaith Bun:fieldime, 
Explicat, in pralud. 5. Requiritar in maleficio boments libera 
velunt 4s quem Diabolus non poteFt cogere, ſed perſuadere tay- 
tum aut terrere. That is,in Wi:ch-craft neceſſarily the will, 
or conſent of man, muſt concurre with the Diuels worke, 
for the Diuell cannot force, or compell the will of man, 
but perſwadeth it onely, or affrighterh it. And againe hee 
faith, that whoſocucr doeth pretend to doe thoſe things, 
which are aboue the power, and reach of man, by any na- 
turall cauſes, which cauſes are allowed no ſuch effe&s, 
either in nature, or in Gods word, or by any ordinance of 
of his Church, that man doeth cloſely, or tacitly inuocate 
the Diuell. © uertes (inquit ) quis centendit illud facere, per 
Cauſas naturales, que nec virtute ſna naturals, neque ex dinine 
aut Eccleſiaſtica poſſum illud facere,T acite in vocatur Demon; 

Tuccia allo a veitall Virgin , is reported by mumbling 
of a certaine prayer, to keepe water within 2 ſiue, or a rid- 
dle, as witneſſeth not onely Pliny, but euen Tertulien. 
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* Camerarins maketh mention of a man, who armed p, POUR 
onely with certaine charmes, would vndertake to receiue generibus, 
vpon his body, without harae, bullets, or ſhot out of the pag. 118. 


fiery Cannon. 

He maketh alſo mention of another, who would vnder- 
take to lay his hand vpon the mouth of the like inſtrument, 
cuen when the fire was alreadie giuen, and thereby cauſe 
the flame appearing in the mouth thereof, together with 
the ſhot there, to ſtay.  : 5 

The like is reported by Ianws, Tacobus, Boiſſardus, con-. 
cerning a Germane Count in his booke de Diumatione.lIt is 
related vpon good record, that Decins Aftizs the Augur, 
was able to report ynto T argamixe the Romane King, the 

F very 
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very particular which he intended, & prepared in his moſt 
ſecret defignes. It is written of the Eurhſisftes,or Prophe- 
tcfſes of Dian in Caſtabata, a towne of Cilicz8, that rhey 
would walke vſually ,& voluntarily,with naked & bare feet, 
vpon hot burning coales, withoart any hart, or alteration 


by the fire. It is recorded concerning Pyrhagoras, that hee 


would by ccrtaine ſecret words, compell a feeding Oxe, 
Bullocke, or the like, immediately to ſtand ſtill, and for- 
beare his meat. Others report of him,that he would com- 
mand wild beaſts, and Birds, Beares, and Eagtes, ro come 
vnto him, to grow tame, to follow him. It js credibly re- 
ported of the ſame Pythagoras, that hee was at once by ſe- 
ucrall parties ſeene, in the very ſame point of time, both in 


the Citie of Thurinm, and the towne of Jſetapontum. 


eApollenizs likewiſe was tranſlated, as it were, in the 
ewinkling of an eye, or in the ſpace of a word ſpeaking 
from Smyrna, vnto Epheſus, as ſome Hiſtories report. That 
the power by which theſe things were dore, was more then 
humane, no Reaſon can doubt, Fhat alfo the voluntary 


* acceſſion of theſe mens diſpottng , or apting themſclucs 


vnto theſe workes , doeth prooue their conſent, and by 
conſent in conſequence of reaſon , ſocietic with a Spirit, 
who can doubt ? And for this cauſe, Rinsfieldius termeth 
a tacit contraR, as is aforeſaid, 

But here by the way, is iuft occafion offered vnto a 
queſtion ; namely, whether a Spiric or Diucll can cauſe or 
bring to paſſe, that the ſame true body at once may bee re- 
ally in two diſtant places, as it ſeemeth by this hiſtory of 
Pythagoras, | 

The anſwere hereto muſt needes in reafon bee negatiue ; 
becauſe it is impoſſible in nature, and in the ordinary vn- 
changeable courſe of all chings by God created, that one 
indiuiduall and continued ſubſtance, or entire thing ſhould 
be wholly diuided from it felfe, and yet be it ſelfe, or poſil- 
bly be twice, or bee in two places, and yet bee but one and 
the lelfe ſame thing. 

Wemuſttherefore rather kerethinke that the diucllis 2 
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Tuggler , preſenting the lively ſhape and pourtraiture of 

Pythagoras in one place,and thereto haply by hisſupernatr- 

rallpower, adding a counterfait liuclihood of ſpeech and 

geſture, while the true ſubſtance is certainely and truly ſeen 

in another place. That theſe like praRiſes are vſuall with 

rhe diuell, is apparent in many other kinds beſide. Did hee 

not vndertake, Math. 4. verſe 8. vnto wifdome it (e)fe our 

blefſed Sauiour, to ſhew vnto him all the Kingdomes of the 

earth,2 thing ſo farre out of hisreach and compaſſe,but on- 

ly by a lying and ivgling viſion ? Ifthishe doeth vnto the 

Sonne of God, how ſhall the ſilly fonnes of (infull men cf. 

cape ? It is written by ſome Authors, that the dijuell hath 

perſwaded ſome fooliſh Sorcerers and Witches, that hee 

hath changed their bodies and ſubſtances, into Catts, Aſſes, 

Birds, and othercreatures, which * really and indeed with- * Transfor- 

out illuſion (if it be not preſumption to reaſon with the mationes in 

Diuell) is impoſlible vnto him to doe. For there canbee no ©79 _— 

reall ortrue matamorphoſing of one ſubſtance or nature in- Fire L. per 

ro another, but either by creation or generation. The one prxſtigias 

is the ſole immediate hand of God, communicable to no ct non re- 

creature (becauſe there cannot be two Creators) the other "_ _ 

isnaturall, the finger-worke and-power of God in nature » ©;%. De; 

and proper to the nature of liuing animate creatures, not cap, 18, 

to Angels or Spirits, ” & 91. $4; ew 
Apgaine, creation is the worke of an infinite power, and I 

therefore of God alone, becauſe there can be bar one Ivfi- — Canes, 

nite, whoſe nature containing all things, and contained of tempore idq z 

nothing, can admit no equall, no ſecond, no other. The Di- *pparata ma» 

uell then cannot create. That likewiſe he cannot cauſe theſe F772 Per ance 

tranſnutations by generdtion, is as plaine and evident, be- EET 

cauſe a true and reall generation hath many precedent quam Grzci 

* alterations, and by little and little in ſpace of time grow- £2047 

eth. vnto the perfection of that kinde, vnto which f doth Cicmons 

tend or 15 begotten 3but cheſefeemitig tranſnatationsby maluerunt 

_ the Diuell of the ſubſtances. of Men into Cattes, and the comureti- 

like, are ſwift and ſodaine, in a moment, and without pres 27*m- Scal, 


. de (ubr, exer- 
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paration : and therefore are no true, bur ſeeming and 
tuggling tranſmutations, 

Here may be againe obieRed, that the Divell is able to 
worke aboue the power of Naturezand therefore beſide and 

- aboue the naturall conrſe of generation, hce is able to make 
theſe reall tranſmutations. It 1s anſwered, though the divell 
indeed, as a Spirit, may doe, and dorh many things aboue 
and beyond the courſe of ſome particular natures : yer doth 
hee nor, nor is able to rule or command ouer generall Na- 
ture, or infringe or alter her inuiolable decrees jn the per. 
petuall and neuer-interrupted order of all generations ; 
neither 1s he gencrally Maſter of vniuerſall Nature, but 
Nature Maſter and Commaunder ofhin. For Nature is 

a Naturzeft DOthing els but the ordinary * power of God in all things 
ordinaria Dei Created, among which the Direll being a creature, is con- 
poteftas, trained, and therefore ſubicR co that vniucrſall power. 
Scalig, For this cauſe, alchough aboue the power of our parti. 
cular nature, the Diuell as a Spirit doth many things, which 
inreſpe& of our-nature, are ſupernaturall, yet in reſpe& of 
the power of Nature in vninerſall, they arebut naturall 
vnto himſelfe and other Spirits, who alſo are a kinde of 
creature contained within the generall nature of things 
created x Oppoſite therefore, contrarie, againſt or aboue 
* Natura eft the generall * power 'of Nature, he can doe nothing; 
yniverlalis,eft Therefore, to conclud this point, he cannot be able rocom- 
particularis, maund or compaſſe any generation aboue the power of 
Nacure, whoſe power is more vniuerſall and greater then 
his. We will then hence conclude, that aboue and beyond 
the vniuerſall Nature and courſe of all generation, hee can- 
not makea true tranſmuration of the ſubſtance of any one 
creature into another. 

It was before prooued, that it is impoſſible for him to 
doeit by creation. It is here manifeſt, that he cannor doe it 
by any courſe of true generation. There can be no real tranſ. 
mutation of one ſubſtance into another, without either a 


creation or geheration, Wee will therefore conclude =_ 
the 


the ſaying of Saint eLuguſiine de Cinitate Des, lib, 18 cap- 
18. Nec ſane Demones naturas creant, [ed ſpecie t:nus, que 4 
Dea creata ſunt; commut ant, vt videantnr efſe que non ſunt © 
thar is;dinels cannot create any nature or ſubſtance, bur in 
wvggling ſhew or ſcemingonely, whereby with talſe ſhad« 
dowes and outward induced ſhapes couering thoſe things 
which are created of God, by thele commurations they 
cauſe them ro ſeeme that which they are not.indeed. + : 
Concerning other manifeſt tuggliogs and allufions of the 
Dincll, diuers authors haue giuen diuersexamples, but that 
which aboue all the reſt doth moſt palpably deteR him here. 
in,is a hiſtory related by Teennes Baptiſta Porta in his ſecond 
booke De AMagia naturals. He there witneffeth, that ypon 
the Diucls ſuggeſtion, a Witch belecued firmely, andper- 


ſwaded her ſelfe , that all che nighr ſhe had rid in the ayre, 


ouer diuers great Mountaines, and met inconuenticles of 
other Sorcerefſes; when the ſame night the mentioned 
Authour himſelfe, with others, had watchedand ſcene her, 
all that_ imagined time of her tranſueRion inthe ayre, to 
be withio her chamber profoundly ſleeping ; yea, had (mit- 
tenher, made her ficth blue with ſtrokes, and could not a 


wake her, nor perſwade ber afterward, when ſhee was a 


waked that they had ſo vſed her, or at alt had either ſeene 
or beheld her. Thus preualent was the iuggling power of 
the Diuell, 

S. Auſline de Ciuttate Dei, lib. 18. doth deliver an Hi- 
ſtory concerning the father of one Preſtantixs,wholy ing in 
a deep traunce ſo profoundly that no meanes could awake 
him, did dreame (as when he awaked he did report ) that 
hee was transformed into an Aﬀe , and carried baggesor 
burdens of corne into acampe of Souldicrs. At the ſame 
tine, in the ſame manner, ſuch a like Aſſe ashee 1n dreame 
imagined hinſelfe did bring ſuch burdens into the ſame 
campe. Jy [240% R330 

From theſe examples may bee iuſtly drawne a plaine de- 
monſtration of the Diels palpable juggling and illuſion , 


which alſo may ſcrue for confirmation, together with the 
F 3 reaſons 
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reaſoftis before annexed vnto my former anſwer,concerning 
the Diuelsſceming, - or deceitfull preſentation of the reall 
body of Pythagorar intwodiftantplacesat once,intheſame 
pointof time. And-fromall theſe contoined and conferred, 
may be trnely inferred and-colle&ed, that the Diucl as hee 
doth many ſupernaturallworkes really, ſohe doth many 0- 
ther by illuſion and beguiling the imagination. 

Theſe his iugglings notwithſtanding are things alſo ſu- 
pernaturall, andtricks onely poſsible to Spirits and impol- 
fible ro man. For it is impolstble-to man to frame ſo lively 
aſeeming preſence of man in oneplace, that it ſhall not bee 
diſcerned otherwiſethen the very ſame true preſence & real 
ſubſtance which is really in another: place,asalſo.to faſten 
ſuch dreames as were before mentioned, yponmen,and ac- 
cording to thoſe dreames to cauſe the things dreamed , by 
the witneſſe and teſtimony of other beholders, to bee 
brought to paſſe in (o lively likenefſe and.ſimiiitude, as can- 
not bee diſcerned. and diſcouered otherwiſe then the very 
ſame that they were-in dreame likewiſe beleeued. 

From hence it doth alſo follow very neceſſarily , that 
what man ſocuecr hall yndertake theſe ſupernatural ivg- 
lings, which are oncly poſsible in the power of Spirits,8 of 
the Diucll alone. 4s thereby astruely conuinced to bee 2 
Witch-or: Sorcerer, . as. he that vudertaketh any of the 
former reall ſupernaturall workes, or any other of the like 
kinde, becauſe they are both and all alike proper onely to 
the diuell,and.wherein man can haue no property or power 
but by and-througlrhim: Let vs now thenagaine returne 
varo the Diucls reall ſupernaturnall perfermances and 
workes, vnto Sorcerers, from whence by the way of anſwer 
ynto the former doubt, concerning Pythegoras his ſuppoſed. 
realty of being at once in two places,werhaue hitherto one- 
ly digreſſed. ; 253d pol nund bib od bavige 

Ic is written as a thing vſuall ynto many famous Magici- 
an$,Sorcerers and Witches,ynto the view and fight of ſohie 
ad:nitred ſpeRators , to raiſe: reſemblances of the dead , 
which ſeemeth athing vadoubted by the Witch .of me 
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In this kinde thofe famong and renowtied Witches Afe- 
dra and Circe in old and ancient times are reported to ex- 
cell. Hence among the Heathen had Necromencie the rea- 
ſon of the name and nuywwemice which is diuivation by calling 
yp, or raiſing the dead. 4 5 | 

Later rimes have not been behinde former times inthe 
record of the like: but to adde reaſon to inforce the truth of 
report herein; I will anſwer an obieEtion which may bee 
made, Whether in theſe apparitions there be onely illuſion 
and"imagination ; ors ſome thing truely and really viſible 
vnto the outward ſenſe. | 

* As touching the reall raiſing of the dead, it isimpcſlible 
vyntothe limited power of the Diuell,cither in the ſubſtance 
of body or foule, to reduce or bring the dead þack into this 
world, or life, br ſenſe againe ; becauſe in death, by the vn- 
changeable, and vnalterable decree of God in his holy,Writ, 
the body returneth into duſt ſrom whence it came, and the 
Soule to God whogaue it. 

Notwithſtanding; fince the outward ſhape and figure,and 
proportion of any fubſtance, and not the ſubſtance it ſelfe, 
or creature, is the true ard naturall obic of the eye, ac- 
cording to the Philoſopher, who truely ſaith, Res non vider- 
mr , ſedrerum ſpecies that is , the ſubſtances or things 
themſelues are not offered;nor come vnto the fight, bur on-. 
ly their ſhape, and outward figure ,*as alſo for that comt- 
mon ſenſe and experience doe teach vs, that it is a thing ab- 
ſurd, and impoſlible , that all thoſe bodies and ſubſtances , 
which in infinite number wee dayly ſee, and behold really 
and materially in their corporall ſubſtances,and dimenfions, 
ſhould be contained in theſmallbody of the eye: for theſe 
cauſes (I fay) it is poſſible according toreaſon, that the 
Diuell in thefe ſuppoſed apparitions of the bodies and ſub- 
ſtances ofdead men, may preſent'true, reall, and naturall 
obicQs, certaine and afſured vato the eye and light, if hee 
can onely preſent thereto the curtward linely —_— 
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2nd. ſhapes. of, the ſubſtancegor bodies, though the bodies 


| themſclnes be away. That the Diuell can doe this, is no 


doubt, ' For if man by-Art. can vſually diuids the outward 
ſhapes, and figures of creatures and ſubſiances, from 
the ſubſtances and creatures themſelues - ( as is apparent 
by :the looking glaſſe) and the cunning Painter can in ano- 
ther borrowed ſubſtance, ſeparated, from their true, right 
and proper ſubſtance, repreſent perfeRly the true and lie. 
ly ſhape of men, & other creatures,cuen when they are not 
onely abſent, and remoued in farre diſtant places, but when 
oft-times they haue many yeares beene {wallowed of the 


graue; why ſhould ic be thought impoſlible ynto the Diuell | 


(who certainely is more then exquilite Apeltes excellent)to 
offer and preſent vnto theeye likewiſe any true ſhape what- 
ſocucr e | 

If he can-offer the true ſhape (as is not tobe doubted) he 
dothoffer a true and perfect obie& ;. and therefore that 
which is truely and certainely manifeſt to ſenſe, although 
ſpeech and the motion thereof, without arother viſible bo. 
dic to ſuſtaine it (being impoſſible vnto ſhapes and pour- 
traituresdrawne by men) be things ſupernaturall,and true- 


1y. ſpirituall, which doe therefore make ita worke proper 


vntothe Diuell, 

And thus it is apparent , that the ſuppoſed apparitions 
which the Diucll doth offer of dead men, may be eſteemed 
and reckoned, among ſuch ſupernaturall workes of dinels 
and Sarcerers,as manifeſtly are bronghttooutward ſenſe. 

Now let vs turne toview ſome other kindsof the ſame 
workes of the (ame Authors. | 

It is reported by ſome Writers of worthy credit,that the 


bodies of Sorcerers & Witches haue bin really carried, and 
locally remooved from. on place into another by the diucl). 


And oflater times,(as Bartholomens de Spine doth wit- 
nefſe) the inquilirioys have condemned vnto perperuall 
priſon, and their detained Witches,who by their owne con- 
feſlion, and others, praofe,haue. by the Diuclibeen tranſ- 
parted intoſo farrediſtant; places, in few houres,that ,"_ 
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ward it hath bin a trauell of many dayes, by their owne na« 
eral power to returzeagaine from whence they were ma- 
nifeſtly by the diuell carried. 

Ir is a thing likewiſe written and vulgarly receined, that 
Witches are oft-times ſcene bodily to haunt places, fields , 
houſes; graues, and (cpulchers, in an vnuſuall and miracu. 
lous manner and wondred faſhion. Theſe things, and infi- 
nitemore, whether true orno, cannot be knowne, but to 
him that doth himſelfe behold, and can from his owne fight 
auouch them really true, and not imaginarie. Toperforme 
ſome manner of aſportarion, and locall trar:ſlation of the 
bodies of Witches and Sorcerers, it ſeemeth in reaſon 2 
thing whereunto the Diuell is not vnable. 

Firſt, for that it appeareth within the power of a Spirir, 
by the hiſtory of the Prophet Habacue, whom the Angel 
carried by the hayre of the head, out of /xdes into Babylon, 
The natura!l faculties and properties of a Spirit, giuen in 
their creation, and by their eſſentiall formesvnited ynto 
them, the Diuell doth participate with all other Spirits 
whatſoever, though in his fall from heaven, he loſt their 
true happineſle and perfe& fruirion in the face and favour 
of God his Creator. | 

S:condly, for that there arc vndoubted examples in holy 
Scripture, of the diuels power in the locall tranſlation, not 
onely of bodies inanimate : as fire, windes, tempeſts, 
houſes( as is apparent in the hiſtory of /ob) andof animate 
bodies alſo,or bodies of brute creatures(as is cuident inthe 
heards of ſwine which he carried headlong into the Sea)bue 
likewiſe of the bodies of men, as is cleere in the Goſpel, 
where it is ſaid, that the Diucll did caſtthe bodicsof the 
poſlefſed into the middeſt of the people. If the Diuel could 
caſt, or carry their bodies the diftance there expreſſed 
( whatſocuer or how littleſo ever it was) 1t dothrianifeſtly 
prooue his power, in the locall motion of mensbodies,al- 
though the full extent of his power therein-be notneceſſari= . 
ly thence colleRed, 

Concerning the taking the body of our Sauiour, andfer; 
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ting it vpona pinacte of the Temple, Iwillnot vrge,but do 


* conclude vpon my former reaſons ſufficiently and neceſlari- 


ly, that the Diuell, where God himſclte doth not counter- 
mannd;or prohibite him, hath power ro diſpoſe and tranſ- 
port ournaturall bodi:s. Iwillnot. cite a multitude of Au- 
thors herein, and from them borrow needlefſe examples. 
As ſome may bee true, ſo I doe not belccuc all, and very 
few1 with truſted, where the proofe doth not maniteltly 
exccede all exception, 

I conclude, that it is poſſible, that ſometimes the ſuper- 
naturall power of the Divell in this kinde,as in other before 
mentioned, may appeare vnto outward ſenſe manifeſt, and 
the Witch or Sorcerer be found a voluntarie with him. And 
as.is ſaid of this kinde, ſo may be ſaid of many more beſides 
thoſe before mentioned. | 

Concerning the manifeſt ſupernaturall workes done by 
Charmers, who is ignorant ? To omit the hiſtories of 27e- 
dea and Circe thoſe old famous Hags, who were ſcene by 
charmes immediately to cauſe graine to wither vpon the 
ground; the current of waters to ſtand till; the ſtreame to 
runne backe againſt the courſe, tempeſts, raine, thunder, 
windes to riſe and fall at their word and commarid, for an 
aflured teſtimonie of the true and reall harmes,which Char. 
mers. manifeſtly vnto outward view and ſenſe did vnto the 
ancient world,is as y et extant ſamany hundreths of yeares, 
the Law of the twelue Romare Tables, wherein was a De. 
cree and Statute made to preuent and reſtraine the maniteſt 
wrongs and iniuries of Charmers. Ali:nas Segetes nt incan- 
tato, ſaith the Law, Alicnas Segetes in-cantando ne pellexeric, 
that 1s, Let no mancharme his neighbours graine, Let no 
man by charmes and incantations carry away or tranſport 
anothers graine, There are many. other true reports and 
records of other wonderfull works and ſupernaturall feates, 
all alike offered vnto the ourward fence : There inumeration 
or citation is not further need(ull. Ic is ſufficient whatſo- 
euer or how many (ocuer they be, that they are workes ſu. 
pernaturall, that they are manifeſt to ſenſe, that they are - 
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the Diuell, and thar the Witch or Sorcerer doth manifeſt 
his guilt therein, by voluntary preſenting himſelfe therein, 
by manife(t' radereaking any part or office in the perfor- 
mance or by promiſing, and according to promiſe cauſing 
to cometopaſſe, The reaſon is infallible. He that doth vn- 
derrake voluntarily,doth preſent himſelfe and doth promiſe 
and according to promile,cauſeto be performed that which 
is in anothers power , and impoſlible vnto himſelfe , doth 
thereby neceſiarily and vnanſwerably prooue himſelfe ro 
haue an intereſt,a power, a contra& with that other, which 
for any may to haue with the Diuell,is ſociety with Diuecls, 
which is Witch-craft and Sorcerie, 

And thus hath beene declared, how the ſupernatuall 
workes of the Diuell and Sorcerers may be manifeſt tothe 
outward ſenſe, and the true teſtimony thereof, | 

An obie&ion here may be made, that many of the former 
workes may ſceme maniteſt to the ſenſe, which indeed and 
truth are decei's of the imagination and illuſion, and there- 
fore therecan be no ſuch certainty vnto the outward ſenſe. 
It is truely * anſwered, He that wanteth ſomuch true ,51;, 2 
indgement, as to diſtinguiſh when he doth ſee a certaine Pore ci 4 
true obie& offered vnto his ſight from without, and when fancied, eaſily 
he is incountred onely with a reſemblance thereof from diſcerned | 
within his fancie and imagination, is diſcaſed in body or _ _ | 
minde,or both,and therefore isno competent Indge or wite ,;e — 
neſſ: in theſe or any other weighty affaires. For that is in true obieRs 
health of body, and in the outward organes and inſtru. of the ſenile, 
mentsof ſenſe, and ſound in his reaſon, iudgement, and vn 
derſtanding , though ſometime the fogge and miſt of de. 
ceiued ſenſe , or fancy, ouerſhadow the brightneſle of true 
and vndeceiued reaſon foraſhort time in him yet it cannot 
ſo perpetually eclipſe it;but it wil recoverhis light and true 
ſplendor againe,and truth will ſhine more excellently in the 
end out of that darkneſſe. This is very lively ſcene in the 
example of S. Peter, As 12. verſe 10. 12.who at firſt did 
thinke he had onely ſcene the Angell which God ſent vrto 
himtodecliuer him out of bonds, ina dreame or viſion : but 
F 2 when 
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whet! aftetward he was come to himlclfe, and histrue ſenſe 
and reaſon, hee then perfe&aly difcerned and knew that he 
was really delivered out of prifon by an Angel of God, 


tt men could not certainly diſcerne betweene that 


which they doe really ſee, and that they falſely imagine in 
vifions, dreames and fancic, then were the life of man moſt 
miſerable, there covldbe no certainty of truth, no excelling 


inkgowledgeor vnderſtanding. All men ſhould be a like v1- 


able ro diſtinguiſh, whether we liue in dreames onely, or in 
wakeful deed. But the certaine knowledge which God hath 
iuen vnto mankinde in ſo infinite kindes and meaſures , 
oth prooue the eminence of reafon and vnderſtanding a- 

boue the intangtements and deprefsion of ſenſe and fancie. 
There remaineth as yet another doubr, which is, how 
thoſe things which before were mentioned to be ſpirituall 
and ſupernaturall can be fubic& in reaſon vnto outward 
ſenſe or be knowne thereby , howſoeuer by the former ex. 
araples,it doth fo ſeeme. It is true that a Spirit and a Spi- 
rituall worke ſimply in it felfe in the owne nature and ſub- 
ſtance, cannot be ſeene by any bodily eyes, or be deprehen= 

ded by any outward ſenfe. 

Notwithſtanding, as they doe mixethemſchues with bo. 
* Spicitus in- dily * ſubſtances, which are ſubicR to ſenſe, by accident 
corpori & 2 Spirits, and pirituall operations, are certainly tryed and 
ſenlibus n9- gi(couered euenvnto ſenſe. For how is it poſsible that a 
_ 4 con. Spirit ſhould mix it ſelfe in corporal things , but the dif 
ſpicui. crepant nature thereof, and mighty difference, mult-pro- 
Fernel |, r. de dace and beget ſome great apparent alteration, whichalte- 
Ab.Rer. cauf, ration being beyond the wonted nature of the one , doth 
cap. It* prooue another ſuperiour nature in the other ? For illu- 
ftration hereof, let vs borrow aninſtance from one of the 
forenamed manifeſt Sorceries, Wateris turned intoblood 
by a Spirituall power. The eye doth manifeſtly ſee the 
water, andas.appareutly after ſee the blood, and is a true 
and yndeceined witnefle of both. Reaſon and common 
ſenſe doe know the. tranſmutation to proceede from an in- 
uiſiblepower, which:appearing in viſible bodies, is by them 
| apart 
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apart ſcene, and doth dete& an inviſible Aurhor, becauſean 
immediate effe& manifeſted toſcnfe, doth neceflarity in 
nature prooue the immediate cauſe, though hidden and 
vaknowne to (ſenſe, Thar inutfible and fpirtuall: rhings 
may, by thoſe things which are viſible and bodily , be con-/ 
ceiucd and diſcerned , the holy Scripture: doth witneſſe in 
theſe words of Saint Paa!, Rom.1. 20 The inuifible things 
of God (faith he) are ſeene by che viſible tinngs; or by: 
his workes in the creation of the world, which are vifible. 
Ir may beheredemanded, fince it is the propertie of the 
Diuell, in his ſeeming miraculous contriuements and acti- 
ons (though a limited and finite obie&t creature. of God) 
yet to indeauour to counterfeit and: imicate thermoſt high 
and mightieſtworkes of wonder of the infinite Creator , 


" thereby tomagnifie, deific, and cquall himſelfevnto God 


in vnbelceuing and ſeduced hearts : Since, I ſay, this is his-- 
property, how ſhall the fraile vnderſtanding andcapacirie 
of man diſtinguiſh the maruattes of rthedmett , ſolinely re- 
ſembled thereto, from the true miracles, and truly miracu- 
tous workes of God, thatthereby with more facility, and. 
lefſe confuſion , induſtrious mindes may diſconer the pro- 
per workes andacRsof the Diuell, and his: affaciates, En 
chaunters, Wirches, and Sorcerers ?' Firft; the truemira-. 
cles of God being tranſcendent aboue all created power, 
and the immediate effe&s only of a creating vertue , Al- 
mighty God for his ſote good will and pl&Fure doth vſual- 
ly andeuer diſpenfebythe hands and through the adrnani- | 
ſtration of holy men, Prophets. and: Apo##les manitettly 
called of God. Secondly, theendandſcope of Gods mira- 
cles, direaly and mainely ayme and are bent at theglory 
of God,and the benefit of his-people, not vntoany private 
end, any' particular vaine end, tending to fatisfattion of 
priuate laſts and curiofitie. | | s 
For thiscauſe the holy Apoſtles vſed the gift of miracles 
not vnto any other ends, then vnto the confirmation of 
that holy Goſpel, which they preached and publiſhed from 
God, neither did they therein aſcribe ought vnto their own 
. G 3 praiſe 
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praiſe orglory,butſolely vnto the-praiſe and glory of God, 
and thegood of his Church. 

Thatthis was their true end, and ought to bethe ſcope 
and end of all that receine the power of miracles from 
God, Saint Pax/doth witneſic and teach, 1. Cor, chap. 12, 
verſe 4,5,6,7. Now there are ((aith he) diverſities of gifts, 
but the Game Spirit : and there are diuerſitics of admini- 
ſtrations, but the ſame Lord : and there are diuerſitics of 
operations, but God is the ſame which worketh all in all. 
Bur the manifeſtation of the Spirit is giuen tocuery man 
toprofic withall, 

It is from hencemanifeſt, that if any miracles proccede 
from God as Author , they are diſpenſed by men, ſarRiifi- 
ed by God, and whocanend are able to prooue and 1uſtifie 
their warrantfrom God : as alſo that theſe men of Ged 
doe ſolely profeſſe and bend them vnto the glory of God, 
and the weale of his Church, This then is the ſquare and 
infallible rule by which all miracles doe ſtand or fall, and 
are approoued either to be of God , or conuinced to be of 
Duuels. 

Ler vs then conclude this point, with that excellent and 
diuine (aying of T beophila, vpon the 9. chap. of S. Luke. 
Predicatio' miraculis & miracula predicatione ſanciuntur. 
Awlts enim ſepe miracula ediderunt per Demones , ſedecrum 
aottrina nn erat ſana, quanobrem eorum miracula non extite- 
runts Deo. Thatis, the word of God doth eſtabliſh and 
confirme the truth of miracles, and miracles ratifie and 
confirmethealuthoritie anderuth of theword. For many 
haue done miraclesby the power of the Diuell , but their 
doarine was corrupt and not ſound ; and therefore their 
miracles were not of God. Whereſocuer therefore mira- 
cksor ſupernaturall workes (hall dare to ſhew their heads, 
not contained within thoſe limits or compaſſe , that is nei- 
ther prooued immediately from God himſelfe , nor medi- 
ately by him reucaled in his writ 8 word of truth, they are 
1uſtly to be ſuſpe&ed to rllue from the enemics.of God;the 
Diuell,and enill Spirits, and therefore their Authors ought 
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tobe accomprant therein vnto Tuſtice , and All religious 
Miniſters and ſeruants of God and Iufticezin themoſt itri& 
and ſevere extent of Law. And thugmuch concerning the 
manifeſtation of the ſupernaturall workes of Witches and 
Sorcerers, vnto or through the outward Senſe. 


CHAP. VII. 


T he workes of the Dinell or Witches manifeſt to Reaſon, or 
conſequence of Reaſon, and how detetra, t 


Li doubts being cleared , it hath vndonbredly appea- 

red how ſupernaturall and ſpirituall workes are appa- 
rent to ſenſe. It now followeth to declare , how likewiſe 
they are euident toReaſon, or neceſlary to conſequence of 
Reaſon. 

Thoſe things are ſaid tobe proper obieas of Reafon 
and vnderſtanding: which, being remote from the imme- 
diate view or notice of the outwardſenſes, are grounded 
vpon vniuerſall and intellc&uall knowne poſitions, propo- 
{itions,and certaine vadoubted generall notions, by neceſ- . 
ſary colle&ions,or raciocinations.,: That we may build the 
foundation of this our Reaſon or Raciocination vpon the 
infallible truth of-Gods holy Word which ſhall neuer be 
ſhaken : let vs for the dereion of Witches and Sorcerers, 
by reaſon, and conſequence of reaſon, 1yllogiſe directly 
and immediately from God himſelfe.” 

Thus ſaith Almighty God, 1/as«b chap. 8, verſe.19. And 
when they ſhall ſay vnto-you , Enquire of thoſe that haue 
a Spirit of Diuination , and at the South-ſayers, which 
murmure and whiſper, ſhould not a people erquire of 
their God ? Vnder this interrogatiue (ſhould not a people 
1nquire of their God ? ) isvnderſtood this affirmatiue ; A 
_ ſhould enquire of no other Spirit, but of their God 
alone, 

From this holy text and writ, reaſon doth afſume and 
calle neceilarily, and truly. 

| | Firſt, 


Firſt, that many things are hidden from the knowledge 
of man, whichare reucaled vnto the ſcience and know- 
ledge of Spirits.  Othggwiſe geither would manaske oren- 
quire of Spirirs (as hath beene vſnall in all ages) neither 
ſhould God haue occafion here to forbid the enquiring at 
Spirits. Thatthe ignorance alſo of wan in things knowne 
to Spirits, isthe true, firſt and originall motiue or reaſon 
for enquiring at Spirits, is' very plaine by the words of 
King Saul, 1.Saw.28.15- God ts departed from me (ſaith 
he) vnto the vifionof Samuel, raiſed by the Direl!l, and 
anſwereth me no more, neither by Prophets, neither by 
dreames : therefore haue I called thee, that thou maiſt tell 
mee what I ſhould doe. 

Here isa manifeſt grant of knowledge in Spirits above 
men. Secondly, reaſon doth hence colle& , that all Spirits 
that doe ſuffer themſelues to be enquired at , are cuill Spt- 
rits, and therefore Diuels ; becauſe Almighty God hath 
here expreſſely forbidden the enquiring ar any other Spi+ 

 _ ritbeſidehimſelfe : and therefore good and holy Spirits 
* Ange] _ willnot,nor * can not diſobey the commandement of God, 
neccire, Pre, Or countenance or aſſiſt men in ſo doing. Thirdly, reaſon 
Lomb. d. 7.1, doeth neceſſarily hence conclude, that ſuch men as are en- 
2. quircd at for reuclations of. things hidden from the kill 
This doth ang poſhibilitie of knowledge in man , are Sorcerers, 
= crv ode Witches, and South-ſayers, if promifing and performing 
or [heourgia according thereto realty, and.yet not warranted by God 
winch is lup- his word, nor aſſiſted by nature. | 
poicd or pre== Theconſequence and inference of this reaſon is iuſt ; for 
_— _ that topromiethole things, or to vndertake thoſe things 
rence wit : . 
pocd Spirits, Which are out of their own knowledge, and ſolcly and pro- 
perly inthe knowledge of Spirics and Dinels, doeth mani- 
feſtly prouz'in the performance, their intereſt, ſocietic,and 
contra& with Spirits 'and Diuels, which is Sorcery and 
Witch- craft. 

[tmay bee here obieRed, rhat there are ſome men who 
affe& ro bee reſorted vnto, and to bee enquired at in things 
ſuppoſed hidden from the knowledge of man, and tobe ” 

pute 
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puted able vnto ſuch Revelations, though haply they pra- 
Riſe todeceiue , vader the colour of pretence, of ſuch a- 
bilitie. . 

It is inſtly hereto anſwered, that this their preſumpcion 
ought to be ſenerely enquired into, whether it doe taſte of 
ought that is diabolicall , of the Diuel!, or ſupernaturall : 
and if nothing ſo doe, yet in this Grand cauſe of God him= 
ſclfe , the religious icalouſie of the prudent Magiſtrate, 
ought to puniſh their preſumption, whichdare affeR to vn- 
dertake the name or note of a ſinne , fo odious and abo- 
minable vnto Almightie God. Let vs for better impreſſi- 
on, againe repeate and iterate thoſe things which were col- 
le&ed our of the propounded text. | 

Firſt,that there is knowledge in Spirits of things hidden, 
and ſeparated from the knowledge of man. 

- Secondly , that ſuch Spirits as are enquired at, and doe 
reueale ſuch knowledge vntoman, are Diuels. 

Thirdly , that men which doe praRtiſe to be enquired at 
for ſuch ſuppoſed Reuelations, ought nor onely to be juſtly 
ſuſp:Red,and inquired into,but that if they be found there- 
withall,to know and reuealethoſe things, which are indeed 
and really aboue and beyond the knowledge of man , and 
are properly and onely in the power of Spirits ; that. then 


this doth infallibly prooue their intereſt power, and ſocie- 


tie with Diuels, which is certaine and affured Sorcery and 
Witch-cralt, 

And thus hath reaſon drawne a demonſtration out of the 
booke of God, of a certaine Witch, and manifeſt Sorcerer, 
Let vs nowexctciſe our (elues in the conſideration, cxatni- 
nation, arid tryall of ſome particulars herein. 

It is ſaid of eFpollonizs, that he foretold the day , the 
houre of the day, the moment of the houre ; wherein Coc- 
cixs Nerra the Emperour ſhould die, long before the rime 
and being in farre diſtant places remooucd from him. Ir is 
reported of the ſame Apollenizs , that being conſulted by 
one who for that purpoſe came vnto him , how he might 
grow rich , epollonius, appointed him to buy a omni 
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field orground ,:and to becarefullin-tilling and plowing 
thereof, which after he had done a while , he: found inthe 
end 2 great treaſure and ſo became rich, Ir is written'sf 
the fame Apollonins allo, He made knowne vnto Tityu Ve- 
ſpatzey, the time and manner of his death, enquiring ir 4t 
his hands. Theſe things 'with many other the like Jars 
Iacohis Boiſſardws; relateth in the life of Apollomus, 
-- Who hath not:heard of the name and mention-of that 

famous andrenowmed Britsſh Wizard Merlin, and of hig 
high and great eſteeme among Princes for his propheſics ? 
Vnto his fore-fight and predictions, from many foregoing 
ages, the ſucceſſes and cuents of diuers Princes affaires, in 
their ſeuerall raignes , haue beene viually by divers times 
and hiſtoriesreferred, | 

For this cauſe Maſter Camden, in the deſcription of 
Caermarden.ſhire,doth terme him the Tages of the Britans, 

Speedein his traQate of the ancient Inhabitants of great 
Britane ; as alſo of the liſe of Aurelizzs, Ambroſius, and of 
the raigne of King 7ohn, and of Henrythe fourth, doth our 


of. Malmesbury , and others, recite djuers accidents and . 


euents, inſeuerall ſucceeding ages , vnto his oraculous and 
miraculovs ilſhuminations, aſcribed to hane beene foreſcene, 
foretold,and knowne. . LN ' 
Tf there be truth in choſe Oracles, and ancient fore- 
ſeeing Revelations , they doe neceſſarily inferre the aflt- 
ſtance of a power , farre ſuperiour vnto all the power of 
wan. Therefore whoſocner doth finde them true, mat} 
conclude their Authora Witch or Sorcerer, Neither hath 
the generall reception, or opinion of Authors, beene here- 
from different, who haue publiſhed him the ſonne of an /r- 
cubus , or the ſfonneef a Witch, begotten by the Diuell. 
As it is ſaid of this ancient time-nored , and age-viewed. 
Sorcerer ; ſo may be teſtified of many other, ' ; 
Whae ſhall we iudge of that infamous woman , amor 
the French, called loane of Arc, by others Joane Pucell ae 
Dieu ? Iohn ae Serres, the French Hiſtorian , doth report 
that ſhe had many miraculousReuelations , whereof the 
King 
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King(chen Charles the ſeauenth) and all his Armie and men 
of warre, were open wondering witneſſes, and in thoſe re. 
uelations for the moſt part , there was found no leſſe won- 
'drous truth, thentrue wonder, as faith Serres, although 
ſone others haue 1udged heran Impoſtereſſe only. By her 
ſole incouragement, and ſtout aſſurance of ſucceſſe, bnilt 
ypon miraculous reuclations, the French proſperouſly ir- 
'conntred the vitorious Engliſh in France, at ſeuerall times, 

and againſt all humane reaſon , reconered theirin reaſon- 
vnrecouerable,and moſt deſperate ſtanding, euen neere vn- 
to the pit of viter downefall, with more then vnſpeakeable 
am2z2nent and terrour , vnto the (odainely confounded 
E:gliſh. | | 

Ndcwichitiending. at I:ngth (hee was taken priſoner by 
the-Engliſh , executed and burnt for her Wirch-crafr. 
What ſhall wee ſay or judge of other the like Authors, and 
broachers ofſapernaturall reuelations, and prediRions in 
- other times ? The fore-mentioned Hiſtorian reporteth,. 
thara Wizard foretold Duke Biren of his death, and that * 
hee ſhould dye by the backe blow of a Burguigner, who 
afterward prooued his Executioner, beeirg that Coun- 
trey man. | 

CAHelanton our of Carien docth recite the mentionof a: 
woman,of the order of the Draides among the Tungrs,who 
forctold Dzecl:fianthat hee ſhould bee Emperour of Rome, 
when he had firit killed a Boare, which proonied afterwerd 
; one Aper, then an V ſurper,which in theTatine tongue ſig- 
nifieth a Boare. Ki 

Suctonics writeth of a Diuinour, who long b:fore was 
able ro make knowns the death, and the manner of the 
death, and murder of 1ulizs Ceſar. 

Philippe de Commnnes, in his 8. booke, chap. 19. doeth 
make mention of one Frier Hrterome , and of his many 
admirable rcuelarions and predictions, concerning the af- 
faires of the King of France, which as from Friers owne 
mouth, hee himſelife did oft heare, fo with his owne eyes 


hee did witneſſe and behold their iflue true. Ir was di- 
b 2 ſputed, 
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ſputed, whether in theſe tranſcendent reuelations the Frier 
* Some Au- -were a * man of God or no, and it is doubtfully there 
thors die concluded. | | 
1s etl In theſe like revelations and prophecies, reaſon cannot 
an holy man, Je, but muſt acknowledge the maniteſt impreſſion and 
and a man of ſtampe, of more then humane Science or demonſtration. 
God, If it If wee deſire or afte& more fpecially to viewe what our 
m a p70” OwNe Hiſtories at home afford : who.can deny him a Wi- 
receued  2ard,or Witch, who as Miſter Speede andothersteſtific, in 
thoſe his re- the-reigne of Richzrd the Viurper foretold, that vpon the 
uelations fr6 fame ſtone where hee daſh his ſpurre, riding toward Boſ- 
_ "nh worth fi:Id , hee ſhould daſh his head in his returne : which 
i commer be Prooued accordingly true, when being ſlaine in battell, hee 
prooued, thar Was carryed naked out of the field, and his head hanging 
hee did re- low by the horſe fide behinde his bearer,did (mite vpon the 
ceive them ſame ſtone in repaſſage, where before in paſſage hee had 
Is ſtrooken his heele and ſpurre. 
certaine, thar , \hat can bedeemed lefſe of the Author of that prophc- 
they were of Cie in Edward the fourth ; that is, that * G. ſhould murder 
th: Divell, King Edwards heires, which G. vnderſtood of the Duke of 
fince in ſuper- G}ogeFFer, was t00 true. 
parurall reue- How can he likewiſe eſcape the juſt ſuſpition of the ſame 
can be no o- foule crime, from whom originally or firſt was deriued that 
ther medium, prophecie or prediction in Henry the fift, concerning his 
* Speede, ſonne, as yet then vnborne, videlicer, that what Henry of 
Aonmouth ſhould winne (which was Henry the fift) Henry 
of windſor ſhouſdd loſe ( which was Henry the fixt and his 
ſonne) as it after came truely to paſſe? Theſe things asI 
faid before, doe neceſſarily inferre a power farre ſuperiour, 
vntathe power of man, and therefore prooue their volun- 
tarie vndertakers Witches, or Sorcerers. This doeth Bin/- 
feldins in his Tra&t , de Malef. confeſſions , confidently af- 
firme in theſe words, Referys von poſſunt ad canſas naturales, 
fed ad Demonas hi effeftus , nempe reſponſe dare dt occul- 
tis ferri, per verem, per loca remotiſſima. That is,theſe things 
can haue no relation vnto naturall cauſes, namely, to giue 
anſyere vnto things hidden from.man, to flic in the ayre, 
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andthe like, bur are to be attributed ynto the power of the 


Diuell, or Diuels. . _, . -- i 5; 

But here may bce obieed, .that ſince ir is ſaid by God 
himſelfe, that no man ought toaske of any other Spirit, 
but of God alone , things hidden and vnreucaled to men, 
I/a. 8. verſe 19. before alleadged ; and ſince for that caule it 
is not to be doubted, that many things may be reuealed by 
God vnto men, for this cauſe and reaſon'( I ſay) irmay be 
deemed and obicaed, that ſome of the former reuelations 
and prophecies may bee free from the impuration of 
Witch-crafr, and Sorcery, 

It is vnaa{werably anſwered to. this obieRton : Firit, 
that all the reuclations and prophecies which are of God, 
are cuer publiſhed by Prophets,8& men of God,immediate- 
ly called by God himſelfe, vnto thoſe fun&ions and places. 
Secondly, thoſe veſſels, and ſeruants of God, which are the 
publiſhers of Gods revelations or pophecies, doe cuer ar 
vouch, and openly profcſſe God himfelte, to bee Author 
thereof, from whom they onely claime, and openly pro- 
claine their immediate, and expreſſe warrant and Com- 
miſſion, as appeareth by all the prefixions of their prophe- 
cies : Thus ſaith the Lord, The Word of the Lord, The 
burden of the Lord, The reuelation of Icſus Chriſt, and the 
like. Thirdly, the revelations and prophecies, which are 
thus deriued and (ent from God, carry in themſclues ſome 
manifeſt ftampe of their authority, and power from God, 
in ſome fruites or effeRs correſpondent, and anſwerable:to 
the nature, will, and pleaſure of God, and are direRly and 
originally bent, and intended vnto the glory of God, and 
the publike weale, and good of his Church, and people, 

By theſe notes, and infallible markes of Gods holy pro- 
phecies and reuclatibns, may bee euidently diſcerned 2 
cleere difference , and diſtin&ion thereof from diuelliſh 
prediQions, and Sorcerous Prognoſtications, which there- 
fore cannot ſhrowde, or hide themſelues vnder colour or 
pretenſe thereof, being duely and rightly expended. _ 

It may bee yer further obieRed, that ſome learned and 
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truely religious ſeruants'of 'God ( thongh no publike Mi- 
viſters, of Prophericall funRions or callings ) haue had 
fomertimes*thert ſpecial 'feuelations of ſome particular 
things, mwhich'tt were not onely manifeſtly inſuriovs; but 
plainly &extremely ridiculous te accompt them Witches. 
It is true, and cannotbe denyed,that Almighty God ſome- 
times, by dreames, ſometimes-by ſecrer prodigics, doerh 
44moniſh ſome his private feruents, good and holy men, 
of ſome things to come, for their owne priuate and retired. 
reformation, information or better preparation z not for 
prophane or trjfling ends, or vſes, but that any prophecies 
or reuelarions, cari be of God, that are obſcutely whiſpred, 
or caſt abroad for ſuch vſes, by any vnwarranted or pro- 
phane Authors , without any manifeſt warrant, Commil. 
fion or authoritie from God, in the vpright iudgement of 
all men, that truely worſhip and feare the true God, the 
God of hoſtes, is much irreligion , and prophane creduli. 
tie ro anſouch,” or affirme. Nay, it is altogether contrary 
and conttadicory, and therefore impoſsible to God his 
miraculous reuefations, vilions and prophecies, ordinarily, 
or cottimortly to ſerue, or waite vpon the ordinary ends, or 
vits rjhatomen, fince4\mru6 mnracles, and miraculous 
renelatient are) ther ih their proper nature; and true end, 
folely attendant vpon God his immediate command and 
Word; vnto his extraordinary workes. To make it there- 
fore ofdinary, or a thing common, or of cuſtomary pra- 
ice, toforetellor give predition of things ro come, mult 
ne&Arity proceede from the Dine!l, fince the gift of true 
propheſie, and the Spirit of true reueation,is not ſubiced 
co the common or vſuall intentions of men; reither can 
p:ofit or commodity, orſate bee mage thereof by men at 
their pleaſure, as 18 not enwoned with all the diſciples of 
Stn 11agia, SorcererS and Wir ches, in their inarkcts and 
fat res made of therrprophecies and reuclations. 

IF then theſe whiſpered renelations catinat bee of God, 
they are they neceſfarjly 'of the Diuell. If they proceed 
from the DineM; *then by an jneurrable concluſion, thoſe 
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men-are his inſtcoments or organs; by whom/or through 
whom they originally flowe, or arederjued: vato-men and 
ubliſhed, 1ſt aaybe yer fart bet obieFedhtparinegen pol 
eſſed by the:Dinell;as wore thoſomds 1wthe: Goſpriuiole 
bodies the Diuell did really rend;and teare (.irfwhom he 
did roare and crie out. ); whom heecaſt:4ntathe middeſt af 
the:-people. It.may-be:(Ifay) abi thatiin thoſe-poſ 
(fled and the like; theremay bc rduea led many; things ts 
den/from men, withoutthe imputation onal opiniotrot 
Witch:craft or Sorcericirthenr... 1 2 1 I ont 
-- That this may bee, is. manifeſt in the) Goſpel, wheres, 
th: Diuell in the. pofſeſſciivrtered! wordes of knowledge 
then hidden from Men, butby icxer2ardibary ecuctation, 
when hee acknowledged our :Sautour-to bee; Iclus: tha 
Sonne of the liuing God. This could not 11-any poſsbi 
litie of mans reaſon bee knowne vnco the: poſſeſſed, be- 
cauſe it'was Then but in. part rencaled'vnto the Duciples 
themfelnes,-who were as yerbut kearvers:oheaſcletarid 
Scholers of that Diuinites neicherhad:the:nataralt: mans 
or the world as yet ſo much as taſted, or-ſauoured: any 
notice thereof. 5 {4% Vee) 33om 4; 36 * Maſter Per- 
. © The like may;bee obictcd. concerning thoſe that are "_ __ . 
obſifled,' I callthem obſeflcd, in whoſttbtdiesbutwaidly yy.cch cg 
appearing noextraordinarie fignes'or tokens of the Dir chap. 3.pag. 
n:1s corporal! preſfidence, or * refidence-in:them ( as was 122. doth di- 
inthe poſſeſſed manifeſt ) yerare their mindes;:ynderſtan- AY _ 
ding, wils, and reaſon palpably obſerucd to bee beſieged, ,, mich with. 
captiued and' inchanted;' by ap extraordinary and'irore in whom the 
then natarall, orratheran infernall inaafion of the:Dinels D-ucil is nor 
illuſions, for the: magnifyingand advancing wheredf, the gs ; Out 
Diaell doth' oft- times mixe and remper/them 'wict; ſome pong ai 
rare andayonderfulFreuelations,by orthroughthe obſetied chem and 
delinef& 24:0 el 6) 03% i 1 300 37 09 2732 within whom 
_ Frofti theſe ob{Rions both.concerning the poſſeſſed, = orgy 
and alſo'thebbſcſſzd, doeth iflue a neceſſary ſequell, that ,jju 7 py. 
prophecies' and tetielatians are nor alwayes inſeparable tippi,Aaes 
teltimonies of a Witch, 16, 16, 
| It 
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+. It is truely hereto anſwered, rhat ſolely and ſimply re- 
uelations are not ſufficient euidences, or conuictions of a 
Witch, or Sorcerer; but with difference and diſtin&ion.. 

Supernatural 'revelations vorequiredly transfuſed and 
transferred: by the Diaell, doenor prooue the perſons in 
whom they are found, to bee their owne free or deſirous 
Agents in conſent therein, but rather. properly and truely 
the Diuels Patients; and therefore it cannot betheir guilr, 
bur his mtrufion;; wWatpation, and infidiation : but ſuper- 
naturall reuclations, in which any man ſhall knowingly, 
and delibrately conſult with, or.inquire at a knowne Spirit, 
and inioying the free libertie of his will, not depraued or 
corrupted by illafions or diſcaſes, ſhall with. copſent or al» 
lowance thereof entertaine, commerce conference or a(- 
fiſtance of Spirirs vmto'that purpoſe : ſuch reuelations (1 
fay) wherefocuer truely and duely deteRed, doe demon: 
ſratigely and infallibly point on a Watth ar Sorcerer, by 
what way ſoener hee doe practiſe with the DiucY,, whether 
by:coriiuration, ſpels, or other Magicke rites, or by vulgar 
trading with him, by familiar ſpeech and exprefle contraR, 
as is moſt vſuall with vulgar and vnlearned Witches. Ir is 
not the different manner of contracing, or couenanting 


wipe with the Dwell; 'thatimaketh.a new ora different ſpecies 
'. of a Witch, for by -what name fſoever, in what manner fo- 


euer, any man'doeth contra with the Diuell, hee is a 
Wirch or Sorcerer, (aith Binsfeldizs , and inuocateth the 
Dinuell. | 67 01215] 


/'- ©: - Althoughtherefore the poſſeſſed, or obſeiſed, are.juſlly 
-.0 acquitein theirreuelations and prophecies, becauſe tran(- 


_, mictedor ſent vnrequired, and voknowingly vnto them, 
.,. yer cahnot the _— or Sorcerer bee any thing at all ad- 
uavtaged, or cl in-his reuelations, which are cucr de- 
teRed to bee both by him affe&ed (as is prooued by his 
 mercinarie-fale thereof )-'and allo are fore-thought and 
_. premeditate, as is evident by his promiſed and,.coucnanted 

vndettaking thereof, according to conditions or agrec- 
ment, IIW $ 10201 0m 02 
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That we may make this point yet more cleere, let'vs yet 
farther examine, and confider what Witch-craft is. Theſe 
are the expreſſe wordes of Binsfelding a Papiſt Diuine, in 
his tra& de Confeſſiombus Sagarum 5 Veneficorum. Vt fiat 
maleficium has tria concurrant neceſſe eſt inquit, Dems per- 
mittens, ſecundo Diaboli poteſtas, tertio hominis malefics vs- 
Inntas libere conſentienss Thar is, vnto Witch-craft three 
things neceſſarily concurre: firſt God permitting: ſecondly 
che Diucll working : thirdly, man thereto conſenting or 
yeelding his free-will, Vnto the very ſame purpoſe, ſaith 
a learned Proteſtant Diuine our countriman, Perks in 
his deſcription of Witch-craft, including the worke or af 
fiſtance of the Diuell, the permiſſion of God, and a wicked 
art freely practiſed by man, and chap. 5. of his diſcourſe 
of Witch-craft, hee pronounceth alſo him a Witch,whoſ@- 
euer wittingly or willingly conſenteth to vſe the aide or 
aſſiſtance of the Diuell, in the working of wonders aboue 
the ordinary courſe of nature. I name theſe two Diuines 
onely, becauſe in this particular they ſeeme to mee to haue 


. beſt ſatisfied, and by the common conſent both of Papiſt, 


and Proteſtant Diuines, the trueth doeth more vncontro- 
uerſedly appeare Catholike and firme, moſt other learned 
men that I haue ſeene on both-parts, hauing generally or 
for the moſt part comparatiuely beene defetiue. Scaliger 
in his booke de Sabtilitate, conſenteth with them both,exer- 
cit. 347. where ſpeaking of the impoſlibilitie, of one man 
hurting another meerely by bate wordes, hee hath theſe 
wordes, - | 

There is agreater power then wordes ſaith hee, namely, 
the Diuell doeth the miſchiefe vpon the vttering of ſuch 
words; and the fooliſh ſortiſh man, that pronounceth or 
vttereth them, ſuppoſeth that by vertue of his words it is 
done. TIpſe sgitur agit Demon ( inquit ) ſtultus &- vecors.pu- 
#at ſuis ſe verhis agere.; vnto the ſame effeR are the words 
of S: « Luguſtine, by Magicke Art ſaith hee, miracles and 
things aboue nature are brought to paſſe, J{iraculs x 
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doeth infinuate, or imploy, or include both a Dinell, and 
2 ſupernaturalFeffeR or miracle, as in the former words of 
Sealiger , allo the fopertarorall cfe& and conſequent of 
mambdling, argued a power mthetf abone rhe power of a 
nicerevoyce, or ſpeech, whichtherefore faith Scatigey, was 
the Diuell. In both likwiſe,the will and conſent of man was 
apparent, Inthe firſt, where's, euguſfine catleth Magicke 
an Art, that imployeth 4 mans confent, for that Artes are 
willingly, and wittingly ſtndied 'by man. In the fecond, 
where Seahger in the mumbling of words of ſapernaturall 
effe&, affirmeth thar the fooliſh man who vttered them, 
ſappoſed thoſe effeRs to proceed from his words z his vt- 
tering therefore ſuch words, with thatexpeRance, prooned 
his liking and conſent vnto ſuch cffeAs. And thus it is vn- 
doubtedly apparent, by thefe Authors in their defcriptions 
of Magicke, and Witch-craft,thzt neccfſarily by conſent of 
reaſon, though nor alwayes tn exprefle wordes, is vnder- 
ſtood and included, both fomething fupernaturall, and che 
will and conſent of man thereto, And this may yet bee 
made apparent,by the words of the fame Scakger, Exercit. 
327. Mags ( ingnit ) ſnas effeftiones violentias appellant : 
propterea quod wires ſuas ſnpra eas, qua nature ordine fieri vi- 
dentay exercent. That is, Mzgitians tearme their workes 
viotencies, becauſe they exerciſe violent force, or power, 
abone the comſe or order of humane nature, The Magiti- 
ans giuing names vnto their workes, abone humane power 
or nature, and boaſting them as their owne, doth prooue 
their free will and conſent. Thoſe their workes deing ſu- 
pernaturall, doe prooue them to bee of the Dive!l, as the 
very vſuall ynderftanding of the word Magitian, whereb 
they arc ordinarily tearmed, doeth teſtifie. And thus it 18 
manifeſt. Firſt,that in Witch-craft the effe& or warke done 
rnaturall, abone the reach and-power of mat), Se- 


is. 
.condly, thatin that worke the Magituan, of Witch, hath 


2 willing intereft, | | NOTED 
_ And hence now'is manifeſt alſo, what Witch-craft is, 
vamnely, a worke or cfft&, abone the nacore or power of 
OYL, Fe man, 
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man, wherein nocwithſtanding isthe will, conſent, and af. 
ſent of man. This no man can deny, the, demonſtration 
: being ſo cuident, 
| It.now followeth to enquire, how this Witch-craftſhall 
| bee deteRed, or diſcouered ; Secondly, how fhall mans 
| free will, or conſene therciabe diſcouered. Vnto the firſt, 
is caſily anſwered, videlicer, the ſupernatural warke ar 

eff:& docth appeare by it(elfe, when it is manifeſt and ap- 
7 parent aboue the nature, reach, and power. of man, 
? as are diuers cffe&s and workes formerly mentioned, 'V.o- 
S to the ſecond I anſwere, that mans free will, good will,con- 
; ſent, afſent, or allowance therein i is diſcouered by the 
true aces or meanes, whereby any-man his cooſent.of, - 
ſcut is viſually diſcouered, indited, and arraigned 1 1n the 
caſe of Treaſon, Murder, Fellonic. 
| In caſe of Treaſon, Murder, Fellonie, conſent is diſcaue- 
red in vſuall courſe and pragiile of the Law, \cither by. ſome 
: manifeſt a& promoting or furthering thoſe wicked intents, 
or by conniuence therein: by wilfully not ſeeing, orby fi- 
lence,or not reucaling, 

As rcherefore in thoſe hainous crimes .wuſtly ; (o.in this 
high Treaſon againſt God, and adher nh 
the Diuell, in like manner: any.manhis wi nt, FOnh- 
tent, or good liking, isto be traced A Pas by any 
a& tending vato the promoting thereof, by his.conpluiog, 
willingly concealing, or ſilence: Forgs in gs of Treaſon 
Murther,, Fellonie., whologuer, permitterh, Qar. incend 
any of thoſe.crimes , whoſacuer ;only conſenteth 4hgre 
comineth, keepegh counlell, or concealerh, is jultly;by PR: 
law held, iudged, and condemned asa Traytor, ic 
or Fellon himſelfe; Sq by the ſame equitic and\rcafon.in 
high Treaſon againſt God ;(fuch as.is Wirch-craff. andad- 
hering vntothe Diuell his egemis) whoſogucr ſhall.conſege 
chereto, conniue, or.giue allowance iis. certainly AWitch 
hiaſelfe, and guilty of Witchcraft. This is the reaſon why 
all Writers, with one conſent doe as.well boldand _— 


dcrane for Witchcraft the Fagk contae asthe qxproſie. 
Wherein 
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Whetein in exprefle tearmes yocally any man couenanteth 
- with the Diuel}, or:contrateth.. A tacit contra is, when 
.any mantaketh ypan him todoe , that by naturall cavſes, 
' which, canſes are allowed no ſuch effeRs in courſe of na- 
ture, nor yet are allowed vnto any ſuch effeRs beſide the 
courſe of nature z Either by God , his Word, or by the 
Ordinances of his Ghurch; To this effe& expreſlely faith 
Binifelding lib. de Confefſ. ' Mfalefic.: & Sagarum : T avite 
(anquit ) inuocatur Demon quotres quu contendit illud , facere 
per cauſes naturales, que nec virtute ſuanaturals, neque 6x De. 
nina, aut Eccleſiaſtica poſſunt ind facere. Tothe fame pur- 
poſe faith Perkins cap. 5. of his diſcourſe of Witch. craft, 
giving allowance , ſaith he, vnto meanes not allowed by 
God maketh a Witch. Fhat there are ſuch effe&s, the 
ſame Author doth inftance in another place, in theſe 
words, Referri(inquit ) non poſſunt ad canſas naturales [ed ad 
D emonas hjeffeftus, ferri per acren dare refponſa de occultic $ 
Thar is,” theſe effeRs cannot be referred vnto any naturall 
cauſes, but vnto the power of Diuels, namely,to flye inthe 
ayre, to reucale things hidden from man. For this cauſe 
alfo faith Perkins, Diuining of things to come peremptori- 
ty, conuinceth the Author a Witch. | 
© Ts conclude therefore, whoſoener taketh vpon him to 
* dot thele' things, or the like, and cannot iuſtifie them done 
according vntothe vertue or power of naturall cauſes, or 

if befides courſe of nature) cannot prooue or warrant 
ein to be of God , neither by his Word , nor Otdinance 
his Church, that marr isa Magirian, a Witch, or Sorce- 
r.-* Bit here ir js requiſite, and fit that men doe di- 
ſtinguith' betweene * things vnwarrantably done beſide 
courſe” of nature; : and therefore neceſſarily to be tryed 
and iudged 'by thoſe” rules of Gods Word, and-Church. 
And betweene thoſe thihgs , which are Iikewiſe vnwarran- 
tably done, but areaboue the courſe of nature; yet are like. 
wiſe to be tried by the ſame rules, and limits of Gods 
Word, and Church. | 

Fora beſidcs-courſe of nature are many things, a9S#- 
ON YT OE Ji Ccraments 
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with the true Diſconerie thereof, 6t 
craments,rites, Ceremonies. Which are to hane allowance 
of their being frem the ſame limitations, or elſe are to be 
condemned. So there are things aboue nature as miracles, 
whichalſoare to hauec their allowance , and approbation 
by the former rules, 

It followeth therefore neceſſarily from hence, that 
whatſocuer ſupernaturall effe&, or aboue the power, or na- 
ture of man doth happen, and is not warranted or allowed 
by God, his Word, or Church; that certainly is of the Dt- 
nell. If it be of the Diuell, then whoſocuer doth allow, 
yeeld hisgood will, conſent, or by any way or meanes , or 
art doth promote or further , it 18a Witch, as he whoin 
Treafon, or Murther,conniueth or conſenteth, is a Traytor 
or Murderer as is aforeſaid, That a ſupernaturall worke, 
or an effec aboue nature , isto be held Diabolicall, is nor 
only prooued by examination and triall of God,his Word, 
and Church , but reaſon it (elfe doth alſo demonſtrate it. 
Euery ſupernaturalt 'effe&., hath a ſupernaturall cauſe. 
Every (upernaturall cauſe -is God, or the Diuell,there being 
no meanebetweene, but one or the other. Good Angels 
or ſpirits doe worke their ſupernatural] effeRs alſo or a- 
boue nature , but thoſe their ſupernaturall workes are al- 
waics directed and commanded by God, and therefore arc 
of God, and carrie with them evidence immediate from 
God. All ſupernaturall workes that are of God, are war- 
ranted from God: Therefore whatſocuer ſupernaturall 
worke cannot be warranted of God, is of the Diucll, Whe- 
therit may be warranted tobe of God, will appeare eaſily 
by the former limitations and rules. If therefore a ſuper- 
naturall worke appeare not to be of God, by the former 11- 
mitations, and examination; then is it certainly of the Di- 
uell. By neceſſary conſequence, therefore of reaſon it fol- 
loweth, that whoſoeuer vnto any ſuch <ffe& or worke, thus 
demonſtratiuely diſconered to be of the Diuell, dothgiue 
any allowance or conſent, though neuer (o tacitly,or cloſe- 
ly, yea though ignorant ofthe qualitic or degree of the fin, 
yetin his raſh and ynaduiſed and inconſjderate yeelding or 
| I 2 CON» 
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conniuing therein, he isguilric, acceſſary,and avery Witch 
himſelfe, as is aforeſaid in caſe of Treaſon , and the like 
gricuous offences againſt a Prince or State. For the igno. 
rance of the law excuſeth no man, yea and inthis particu- 
lar, So many faire direRions by learned Writers giuen, 
doth leaue men inexcuſable, and maketh ignorance wiltull, 
and reſolute, and excludeth caſte pardon. Neither can the 
molt ſimple ignorance iuſtifie any man , although -it may 
qualifie the degree or my of puniſhment, 

If this law ſeeme {tri and hard, Let men conſider 
the greatneſſe , and grieuouſieſle of the ſinne, and the 
pernicious conſequence thereof, Which iuſtly doth vrge, 


and impoſethe neceſlary ; fearecfull rigour , and ſtrifineſſe 


of rhe law. The neceſſitic and equitic hereof is apparent 
in caſe. of high Treaſon aforeſaid againſt a Prince,or State, 
wherein vſually they whoare ſimply,or ignorantly drawne, 
or vſed , or are inſtruments 1n any ſort, to further or pro- 
mote the miſchiefe,are as well lyable vnto the ſeuere inqui- 
_ fition,and terrible cenſure of the law, as are they who were 
the maine plotters and contriuers. Witchcraft is high 
Treaſon againſt God-himſelfe, a combining, and adhering 
ynto his enemie the Diucll, a deſperate renouncing of God 
and all goodnefle, and a worſhip of Diuels. In this abomi- 
nable ſinne therefore, in any kinde orfort , in any manner 
or a&ion, tobeſriend, aide or conuince is no lefle then high 
Treaſonagainſt God alſo, whereinas well the acceſlaric as 
the principall are both guiltie. Whoſocuer therefore (hall 
1n matter of this high nature or danger , dare or hazard to 
doc any thing that may be queſtionedor iuſtly ſyſpeAed in 
that kinde, or to tend thereto, cannotbe by his ignorance 
excuſed, 
Thus I obicions doubts and impediments remooued, 


let vs build a nener-deceining , and inuiolate concluſion - 


concerning Witches, vpon this neuer-fajling nor ſhaken 
foundation: that'is, all ſupernaturall workes reuclations 
or prophecies wharſoeuer; that ifſue not either immediate- 
1y,and manifeſtly trom God himſclte , or-from his Word 

or 
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or Church allowed (the proofe and touchſtone whercof 
hath-beene before tonched, and bricfely declared) or from 
the Diuell inthe ignorant poſſeſſed or obſeſſed, or arc not 
counterfeit and impqſturous (which is likewiſe elſe: where 
inthe due place confidered) all other reuclations or works 
(Ifay) wharſocucr, not excepted nor included inone of 
theſe, are vndoubtedly fluing from Witches and Sorcerers, 
and are certaine and demonſtratiue proofes andevidences 
of Witch-craft and Sorcery , in whom they are originally 
firſt dete&ted. And:thus how Reaſon doth cull and draw 
forth a Witch or Sorcerer, hath euidently beene cleared 


and declared. 


CHAP, VIIL. 
Of diners kindes and manners, wherein Sorcerer: and Witches, 
receiue knowledge from Spirits, 


A S Almightic God hath out of the Text before men. 
tioned, Iſa:4b 8, in generali made euident, who is in- 
fallibly a Witch or Sorcerer : ſ@ hath he in other places 
of Scripture manifeſted ſome of their ſeuerall kinds, ac- 
cording tothe different ſhapes and formes, in which they 
doe enquire at Spirits for their knowledge and reuelations. 

This is apparent out of the 18. chap. of Deuteronomie, 
vrſe 10. Let none bee found amongſt you that, vſeth 
Writch-craftr, What Witch-craft is, was befare out of 
the Prophet 1/as«b declared. 

Now in this place doth follow the enumerationof ſome 
of the ſpeciall or particular ſhapes in which they ſhroud 
themſclues. Let none be fonnd among you (ſaith the Pro- 
 phet) that vſeth Witch-craft : and immediatly after doth 

adde thoſe particular formes in whichthey enquirey A re- 
garder of times 4/a marker of the flying of fowles : a Char- 
mer - aSooth-fayer , or that asketh counſell of the dead. 
As therefore before we prooued , that the infallible true 


note ofa Witch in-generall, and in common ynto all Wi | 
cnes, 
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ches, and Sorcerers, of whar kinde ſo euer, is tobe enqui- 
red atin things hidden from men (as is likewiſe by thoſe 
words of Saul apparent, Sem. 1. chap. 28. verſe 7. Seeke 
mee a woman that hath a familiar Spirit, that I may goe to 
her andaske of her:) ſo here in this text are reckoned vp 
ſome of their ſcuera!l ſhapes, by which in true and ſound. 
reaſon, and the due conſequent thereof , we may conſider 
and colle& many other, though not here numbred,or men- 
tioned, | 

For ſince the common and inſeparable figne or marke of 
Witches is certainely made knowne to bee, the praQtiſe of 
reuealing vnto men that enquire thoſe things which are 
hidden from men, and onely reucaled by Spirits : it follow- 
eth by neceſſaric conſequent , that -not onely thoſe which 
are here ſpecially nominated , inthat ſhape of marking of 
the flying of fowles, or of charming,or of raiſing the dead, 
bur all other whartſocuer , in what other ſhape (o cuer that 
is, hath, or can be deniſed, that ſhall be found to praRQiiſe or 
vndertake tobe enquired at, and togiue anſwer and reve- 
lation of things ſeparated from the knowledge of man, and 
which God hath hidden from men, and therefore hath for- 
bidden by Spiritsto be made knowneto men ; all ſuch (I 
ſay) in what ſhape ſocuer, as well in theſe kinds here na- 
med, are, according to the generall note of a Witch, to be 
indged Witches and Sorcerers. 

For as the holy Scripture hath nominated and pointed 
out ynto vs ſome few kinds, as alight onely vnto all the 
reſt : ſo may common experience by theſe bring others vn- 
ro our view,and all ageshaue vpon the records of time and 
Hiſtorie, left vnto ſucceeding poſteritic,many ſhapes more 
of memorable and famous Witches , not onely in theſe 
ſhapes and formes ſhrowded , which are here mentioned 
but in many other. | | 

Beſides thoſe kinds therefore, which here the holy Scrip- 
ture hath nominated, let vs take a ſhort view of ſome 0- 
ther, which are in other ſhapes found-(fince all are in their 
common kinde and nature the ſame, )It isno ſtrange thing, 

that 
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thatinthe ſhape, and vnder the pretenſe of AStrologie , Aſtro! 


ſome men hauc hidden ſorcerous przQife , and performing 
vnder the colour thereof ſuch things as were onely in the 
. power of Spirits, haue thereby clecrely manifeſted , that 
they derined and borrowed them of Spirits. Saxo Gram- 
- matic, in his hiſtoric de reb;j Danicis, doth make menti- 
on of a ſort of Wizards, who would vndertake for gaine,to 
foretell the certaine ſtate and conſtitution of weather to 
* come ſo afſuredly , thatthey would vſually ſell vnto Mar- 
chants proſperous and-fortunate windes , when by aduerſe 
and oppoſite gales they were deteyned from their intended 
VOYAge. 4 

This kinde of Sarcerer may very rightly be referred vn- 
to that whichin Deuter, 18. verſe 10. is noted by a regar- 
der of times , which pzrhaps may alſo not vnaptly be vn- 
derftood a CHagricall eFſtrologer, His performance aboue 
the nature and power of his Arc, of that which is onely in 
the power of a Spirit, doth both detec the Diuell to be 
chiefe Author of the workes, and the other to be alſo guil. 
ty to the worke. | 

That the profeſſors of Aſtrelogie have in former ages 
vnco Aftrelogie ioyned this diuelliſh skill and cuſtome ; as 
alfo other kinds of Diabolicall Dininations, plainely doth 
appeare. ; 

Firſt, by the word of God, Damel 2.verſe 2, wherewith 
the Afrelogers,the Caldeans, Magicians, Sorcerers and En- 
chanters are conioyned, 

Secondly, it doth appzarc by the Lawes , which by the 
Romane Emperours were prouided againſt them joyntly 
together , with Caldeans, Magicians, and Southſayers. 
The words of one ancient Law are , Nemo Aruſpicens con- 

ſulat, aut Mathematicum, nemo Ariolum, Caldeum, Magum 
that is, let it beenaRed or ordered that-no man aske coun- 
ſell of a South-ſayer, a Mathematician, an Aſtrologer , a 
Caldean, a Magician, 
Dzon in the 27. booke of Hiſtoric, doth make mention 
of Aſtrologers, who by diuclliſh skill praRiſed and m_ ” 
= en 


ogerts 
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+This kinde [endthe Diuell to prefer * dreames vnto men In their 
ef Diuell is ſ}cepe; for which canſe Tiberiu the Empereur revenged 
—— hinfelfe vpon ſach Affrotogers, thongh otherwiſe him 
felfe a great friend and loter of Aſtrologie, Sir Chriſtopher 
Heydon in his defence of judiciall Aſtrologie , doth out of 
* Pazezy, Oftander recite thisdiſtinton of Aﬀtrologie : * Aſtrologra 
para que nihil baber de Magi, that is, Aſtrotogie that is nor 


mixed, nor iritermedfcth with Migicke, Whereby is ne- . 


ceflirily concluded, that Aſtrology may be, and ſometimes 
is impure and defifed with M3gicke and Sorcerie.' In other 
places of the ſame worke, he maketh a difference berweene 
* Pace x9, Altrologers * ſimply, and ſuch as with Aſtrologie ioyned 
Magicke. Andout of Brentius he REfeth theſe words , 
Non negat Hierimias eam partem Aſtrologie , que ſequitur 
manife5t as nature rationes; that is, the Prophet Jeremy 
doth not deny or condemne that part of Aſtrologie, which 
is guided by manifeſt reaſon or cauſe in nature. Hercby 
then is yna3voidably concluded , that the Prophet of God 
condemncth that part of Aſtrologie, which cxceedeth cau- 
ſes and reaſon in nature, and that neceflarily muſt needs be 
Sorcery and Magicke, As it is not obſcure, thar ſome men 
vnder the colour of Aſtrolopic hane praiſed Magicke and 
Sorcery ; ſo is it no lefle evident, that many others, vnder 
the pretenſe of aduiſing and counſelling in Phyſicke, For 
curation or Prognoſtication of diſcales , haue likewiſe ex. 

5 pp! lideo erciſe#the fame diuclliſhpreRiſe. | 
Je Sacro mer - T bat this hath beene no new vpſtart cuſtome, tie multi. 
bo de Magis, tude of diſeaſes, which ancient times doe regiſter to'haue 
6 Dioſcor. li. beene cared by enchaunted Sp-1s, and words, and Magicke 
2. £50-197+.. Skill, docth ptentifully witnefſe, The moſt Ancient father 
Pos de Lift, Of all Phyficke "and Phyſicions, the incomparable worthy 
Plant, Tralli-fotinder of 'Method and Art, * Hippecrates, Þ Diofcoridey, 
anus, lib, 9. © Theophraſtzia, with other ſucceeding Ancients, doe gene- 
cap. 4: mus 1, ©91y All acknowledge the force and power of Magical 
% Medica curatione Galen io his younger time gaue to credit there- 
Homeritra- *©9, but in the more'aged Texpcrience of right obſeruation 
Ratione, *hedoeth acknowlkdge'it.  I'will not Ruffethis ſmall — 
tic 
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tiſe with the particular citation of euery Auther. Later 
Phyſicians alſo of the beſt and moſt choiſe note, doe here- 
in, with former ages canſcnt and concurre, and experience 
doeth confirme trueth in both. 

Whoſoecuer is acquainted with bookes and reading, ſhall 
euery where meete a world of the wonders of cures, by 
wordes, by lookes, by ſignes, by figures, by charaQers, 
and ceremonious rites. As whar the praciiſe of former 
ages hath beene is manifeſt; ſo what our age and later 
time doeth herein afford, is almoſt no where in this king- 
dome obſcure. The neereſt vnto that impudence, which 
*herein this our time docth produce and fet foarth, is that 
hiſtory of a Germ«ne Witch , reported in the «aller 
e 1 al:ficarum. 

There was(asthe Author of that worke faith) ſometime 
a Sorcereſſe in Germany, who viſually cured not onely all 
that were bewitched, bur all kinde of diſeafed people, (o 
farre beyond all power or courſe of Art and Nature, and 
with ſuch facility, that all vſe of the Arr of Phyſicke, or of 
Pay ficions was altogether ( for atime ) negle:d and for- 
ſaken; while people from all Countries, both ncere and 
remote, inſuch numbers and frequence reſorted ynto her, 
that the Gouernour of that Countrey impoſing vponeuc- 
ry man one penny thar reſorted vnto her, thereby raiſed 
hinſclfe a mighty treaſure. 

What others among the moſt ancient Author, that are 
not Phyſiciavs doe publiſh, concerning the power of in- 
cantations in the curing of diſeaſes is needlefle to write. 
Hce that hath read any few lines of old Homer, or of di- 
vers other aged Poers, ſhall finde plentifull record hereof. 
Herodet;es is not ſilent herein. But to omit all their need- 
leſſe teſtimonies, Phy ſicians of theſe laſt rimes, of the moſt 
eminent note and worth (whoſe pennes are yet ſcarce dric) 
doe witnefle the trueth hereof from their owne knowledge, 
ſight and experience. Aboue the reſt, Fernelinus de Abditis 
reruns cauſss, is worthy any mans paines or view. 

L.ct vs now laſtly (ce-what.may bee coileRed our of the 
K 2 booke 
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booke of God, concerning the power of the Diuel! in ct 
ring difeaſes, from whom all theſe inferiour Agents, Wit- 
ches and Sorcerers doe derine their power and $kill, If tt 
bee 1 his power, where God doerth'permit to induce dil- 
cafes, it muſt needes bee in his power toceaſe or calme dil- 
eaſes ; becanſe both cauſing and curing , confiſt jp the 
vertue and force of the ſame meanes. Hee therefore that - 
knoweth how and by! what cauſe the diſeaſe is induced, 
doeth neceſſarily vnderſtand, that by the remouall of thar 
cauſe it is cured, and according to that rule can equally, 
as well by removall of that cauſe, cure, as by the induQi- 
on of the cauſc bring ſickeneſſe. For this reaſon it isa max -" 
me in Phy ficke infallible,that he is the moſt excellent Phy- 
ſician, who knoweth beſt the cauſcs of diſeaſes, and who 
ypon the knowledge of their true cauſes docth found the 
right mcthod of their curation. 

That the Diuell doceth both know the cauſes of difeaſes, 
and alfo how by them to procure and produce diſeaſcs, is 
manifeſt by the Hiſtory of Job,vpon whom he brought tha 
gricuous generall botch and byle, ouer all his body, /c# 
chep. 2. verſe 7, That hee did this by the force of cauſes 
in nature, mult needes bec cuident. Firſt, becaulc hee is x 
creature, andſubie& and limited by nature vnto and with- 
11 her liſts; and therefore is not able abſolutely and ſimply 
without cauſes and meanes in nature,to produce any effects 
$1 nature, although our ignorance of his power and know- 
ledge { becauſe it (o farre excelleth our power or nature ) 
docth call all his workes juſtly fupernaturall. Secondly,for 
that byes and botches are knowne naturall difeaſes; and 
therefore had naturall cauſes, alchough haply vnknowne 
to any man, and beyond the nature of knowledge or skill 
in man. | 

* Creatio eſt * Theſe reaſons of the Piuels impoſſibilitic , to worke 
conſtitutio thoſe effeRs without nature, are thus yet more briefly and 
—_— - cleerely made infallible. Of* nothing ſimply to produce 
CIS. any thing vnto a true being and exiſtence, 1s the ſole and 
cit.vi,SeQ.xz Proper worke of any infinire Creator, and impoſsible voto 
n . g any 


any creature. Therefore the Diuellbeing a creature, could 

rot bring thoſe diſeaſes vpon Fob , but by created meanes 

preexiſting in created nature, in which he-is contained and. 
limited. And thus munch concerning that kinde of Witch 
and Sorcerer, which is enquired at concerning the curing 
and iſſue of diſeaſes, which we will conclude with this note, 
that all learned men of the beſt experience .haue ablerued ; 

that in thoſe cures by Witches and Sorcerers, the Diuell 
hath never perfectly healed, but for a time ; orelfe where 
hee hath ſeemed moſt perfeRly to cure, it hath beene for 

a reſeruation of the body by him cured, vnto a greater and 

further miſchicſe in time to ſucceede. Beſides, this kinde 
of Witch, by meanes vynknowne to man, or by a ſuperna- 
turall vertue in knowne meanes, aboue and beyond their 
nature, yndertakivg to cure the ſicke, or to foretell the 
cuent and iffues of difeaſes,there is alſo arother kind which 

doeth vndertake to bee enquired at for extraordinary reve- 

lation of ſuch diſeaſed perfons,as are bewitched or poſlefſed 

by the Diuel). This kinde is not obſcure, at this day ſwar- 

ming in the Kingdome, whereof no man can bee ignorant 
who luſtcth to obſer ue the vncontrouled libertie and licenſe 
of openand ordinary reſort in all places vnto wiſecomen, and 
wiſe-women, ſo. vulgarly termed for their replated; know- 
ledge concerning fach diſeaſed perſons as are ſuppoſed to 
b: bewitched, 

But it may bee obic&ed, that many of theſe two laſt 
mentioned ſortsare rather deceiuers, and Impoſtars onely, 
who by an opinion of this power, and not by any reall 
power herein, doe deceine, ſeduce, and beguile the people. 
This cannot in ſome be denied : notwithſtanding leaſt im- 
pious impoſture bee fil! tolerated to bee a couert to hide 
the manifeſt diuclliſh prs&iſe of Witches, vnder pretenſe 
thereof { whereby it ſhall ever continue in this ſhape neg- 
teted or vnſpicd ) I will both briefely give ſatisfaRtion 
how the one may bee diſtinguiſhed from the other, and 
alſo declare how men ccafing to enquire at Diuels and 
Witches, or Impoſtors , may learne to enquire of their 
K 3 God 
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God alone , and by the light of nature and reaſon ( which 

hee hath given vnto ther) in his feare, with his allowarice 
" and approbation;;. mare erucly' and certainely informe 

themſclues, | if... 


R— 
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Of Wikards and Impoitors, hum they differ from Witches, 


Ow Witch: craft in diuers kinds may, accordihbto 
evidence of reaſon, bedetected, hath beene before 
made manifeſt. How impoſture may be diſconered 
(ſen there isfo good vie and neceffitic of the diſtinRtion 
thereof, for the more perfeRt ſeparating and ſetting a part 
of Wirch-craft by it{{lfe) wee will likewiſe briefly make 
mavikc (t. 
* Qui oculos * The Impoſtor is he who pretendeth truth , but inten. 
tallenr,alia gerh fatſhood, Fot this cauſe ſometimes vnder an holy pre- 
me _ _ tenſe, he maketh- God rhe © Author of his vnholy preſtigi. 
rantes ziiprz- ion, and (landereth God vnto his face, ſometimes to be 
Kigiatores ab reputed an Þ Angell of light,he maketh himſelfe a licenſe to 
antiquis ditti counterfeitthe Diuell. He propoſeth it his trade to ſeduce, 
> 10h and livethby ly ing.Sometimes inſhew and pollicitation he 
ab 2o diaz, i352 Witdh:bur in the performance of the greater ſinne hee 
cu :d adulteri- is!efſe juſt, and inthe perfonate reſemblance ſolely a Tug- 
nas merces; Jer, For asthe Witch performeth that which tn true , and 
an Kg oy infallible-reafon 1s tranſcendent and aboue nature ; ſo the 
Ces: © Impoſtor performeth that which in falſe and fallible reaſon 
dicuninr ver- and opinion, onely ſeemeth parallel. | MT. 
ſuti & failaces Hence as Witches doe ſtrange and fapernaturall workes, 


tomines,qu: ang truely vnto reaſon worthy of wonder ; ſo the Impoſtor 
merces ad- 


© doth things roide of accomptable reaſon, in ſhadow,ſhew 
uſterinas pro oft : | | PEA # 
vetis ſuppo- And ſeeming onely ſaporraturall , wondred and admired, 
nuntAccurli- And' hence it commeth to paſſe, that with vndiſcerring 
_ SIN mindes, they are ſometimes miſtaken and confounded * on 

2 Pac 4.1 4+ 

+: "262% for another, | 
* Sec Reginald Scot m his diſconetie of W:tch.cr>ft, wherein regard cf the ſee 


likenefle of Impoſtures aad Witch-oraft, erroneouſly. he confermdeth themvrore 
and the ſclfe (ame finne, Wh From 


with thetrue Diſconery thereof. 7I 


'From-hence it isalſo neceſſarily concluded,that as Witch. 

craft isdiſcouered by ai ſupernaturall worke above reaſon, 
whereto the. Witches conſent is accefſary;' ſo an Impoſtor 
isdeteRed by a worke voideof accomptablereaſon, butin 
adeceiuing falſe V'iſar or ſhew, wherewith the purpoſe and 
intention: of the Deceiuer or Impeſtor doth concurre. As 
therefore the ſuſpeed Witch is tyed to anſwere vatoany _ 
iuſt doubt, which:may beedire&tly vrged' againſt his or her +: * 
manifeſt voluntary aion;thar is prooned ſupernatural : ſo 
i$atruely doubted [inpoſtor bound to giue ſatisfaQtion, for 

ſuch his ambiguous actions, as doe in likely reaſon appeare” 
fraudulent, vaine, preſtigious, iuggling, couzening, or de- 
ceiuving:And thus (hall each appeare in his owne' true ſhape 

apart. Of diuers kinds'of Witchcraft, I have before pro- 

duced examples. 

I may-here likewiſe very-pertinently,for farther illuſtrati- Ex«mples 
on; propoſe ſome:cxamplesof Impoſture ingenerall, that of /mpo- 
the odiouſneſſe of this foule finne'may'appeare more foule; ure in ge- 
and theougiy face thereof may bemore fully diſcoucred. neral. 

Among multitude of examples, I will recite onely ſome 
fey, whereof ſomeconfiſt in lewd and guilefull contrine- 
ment of acion,other inthe bewitching power of falſepro- 
phecics,revelations,prediions,and prognoſtications. | 

Concerning the firſt , who can be ignorant of the impi- Example 1. 
ous and infamous In-poſtures of Mabemer, who by guite- 
full counterfeit miracles, and pretended angpelicall illumi. 
nated workes , firſt magnified and ſer vp that' heatheniſh 
* Empire , and Religion of the blaſphemous Tarkes ? 

The Hiſtory of Sebaftsaw, the pretended PortugallKivg, 2. 
as it is ſet forth by /ohnge Serres, according to Maſter * Polidorus 
Grimſtones tranſlation thereof ( if he were a trace Impoſtor Virgillib. 7. 
indeede, 'and were not iniuriouſly traduced\y: and blurred cap- vir, 
with vndeſcrued reproch) is an incomparable exathple,, a- 
boue and beyond many other. Iwill referre my Reader to 
the Author himſelfe. 

If we defiremore neere or domeſticall examples herein, 
behold, inthe raigne: of Henry the ſeventh}, * a boy of * Sprede, 
meane 
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meane parentage, through impoſturous machinations op- 


_ poſed, ſervpand crowned King in Ireland , againſt that 


famous and renowned Prince Henry the ſcuenth , puttivg 
hitn in great danger of his lifc and crowne of England. 

Inthe late raigne of Queene ary, there aroſe an Impo- 
ſtor, ſtiling himſelfe Eaward the ſixth, The danger of 
the progreſle of that Impoſtor (if it had prevailed) who 
knoweth not ? The manifeſt wrongs,iniuries, and impeach. 
ments alſo from counterfeie prophecies , reuelations , aud 
predictions, iſſuing not only voto priuate men and families, 
but voto Kingdomes, Empires, and Common-wealcs, are 
infinite, 

Inlian,an Emperour of Rome , though otherwiſe a migh- 
cic and learned Prince, and valiant ſouldier, by a prophecie 
of an Impoſtrefſe or ſeeming Pythoniſfe , promiſing his 
conqueſt , and triumph ouer the Kingdome of Perſia, was 
thither haſtened vnrto his deſerued death , and the ven- 
geance of God vpon his infamous eſpoſtaſie. 

Ic is reported by Johnde Serres , the French Cronicler, 
that the power and force of ſome pretended reuelations, 
and viſions of a young Shepheard , in the raigne of Charles 
the ſeuenth King of France, wasſo preualent, that it per- 


 ſwaded Pothon that great ard famous French Captaine, 


with theMarſhal] of France,to arme and inccunt: r the then 
victorious Engliſh inthe bowels of that Kingdome ; by 
which vnaduiſcd attempt, the French were ſuppriſed and 
taken by the Engliſh. | 

Tt is recorded by the ſame Author, that one e Afartha 
Brofier, counterfeiting the fits and paſſions of ſuchas were 
poſſeſſed, in ſhort time became ſo powerfull in illuſion, that 
ſhe miniſtred much watter of wonder and amazement , not 
onely vnto priuate men , but vnto the Kings Counſel, ro 
Preachers in pulpits, yea vnto the whole Parliament, vntill 
the counterfeit Diuecll induring ſome-puniſhment and re- 
ſtraint, forſooke his pretended poil:(s1on. 

If wee require examples in our owne countrey , behold, 


in the raigne of Edward the fourth , his brother George 
* Duke 


== 
Ws * 


with the true Diſcomery thereof, _— - 
From hence it is alſo neceſſarily concluded, that as Witch. _ 

craft isdiſcouered by a ſupernaturall worke aboue reaſon, 
wheteto ithe Witches conſent is ;acceſlaryy,oanlmpoſior 

is detected by a worke voide Of acoomprablereaſon,butit 

a deceiving falſe Vifarorſhew, wherewith the purpoſe and 
imention of the Deceineror Impoſtor dothconcurre. As 
therefore the ſuſpeRed Witch istyed to an{were vnto any 

zaft doubt, which may beedireGily vrged agatnft his or hex 
manifeſt voluntary aGtion;that is proouecd ſupernaturall:{o 

152 trucly doubted Impoſtor bound to gue ſatisfation,for 
ſach his ambiguous aRtions, es doe in likely reaſon appeare 
fraudulent, vaine, preſtigious, iuggling, couzening, or de- 
cejuing. And thusſhall each appeare in-his owne true ſhape 
apart of divers kindesof Witch-craft, Ihauc before produ- 

ced examples, | | 

I am here likewiſc very pertinently,for further illuſtrati- Examples 
on, propoſe ſone examples of Impoſture in.generall, thaz of Impoſlure . 
the oJiouſneſſe.of this foule:finne may appeare more foyle, generall, 
and the ougly face thereof may be more fully diſcoured. oy 

Among multitude of examples, I will recite onely ſome 
few , whereofſome confiſt in.lewd and guilefull contriue- 
mentof aRion, other inthe bewirching power of falſe pro- 
phecies, revelations, predictions, and prognoſtications, 

Concerning the firſt , who can be ignotant of the-1impi- Example T, 
ous and infamous Impoſtures of 1/akhomer, who by guile- 
full counterfeit miracles, and pretended angelicall illumi. 
nated workes, firſt magnified and ſet vp that heatheniſh 
* Empire, and Religion of the blaſphemous Tarkes ? 

The Hiftory of Sebaftzan, the pretended Portugall King, * 
as'it is ſet forth by lobn de Serres, according to Matter * Polidorus 
(rimftones tranſlation thereof (ifhe were a true Impoſtor Vi*: lid. 7. 
+1ndeed, -and were not iniurioufly traduced , and blurred ©? it 
with rndeſerued reproch) isan:incomparable example, a- 
boue' and beyond many other. I will referre my Reader to 
to the Author himſelfe, | ; 

If we deſire more neere or domeſticall examples herein, 3» 
behold ;- inthe raigne of - Hewry the ſeventh, * a boy of * Spe ede, 

mean © 
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meane parentage, through impoſturous machinations op- 
poſed , ſet vp andcrowned King in Ireland, againſt that 
famous and renowned Prince Henry the ſeuenth, putting 
him in greatdanger of his life andcrowne of England. 

In the late raigne of Queene Mary, there aroſe an Impo- 
ſtor, ſtiling himſelfe Edward the fixth. The danger of 
the progreſſe of that Impoſtor (if it had prevailed ) who 
knoweth not? The manifeſt wrongs;ininrics, and impeach. 
ments alfo ftom counterfeit prophecies, reuelations, and 
predictions, ifluing not onely vnto priuate men and tami- 
lies, but vnto Kingdomes, Empiers, and Common-weales, 
are infinite, | 

| Tulian, an Emperonr of Rome, though otherwiſe a migh- 
tie and learned Prince, and valiant ſouldier, by a prophecie 
of an Impoſtreſſe or ſeeming Pythoniſſe , promiſing his 
conqueſt, and triumph ouer the Kingdome of Perſia, was 
thither haſtened vnto his deſerued death , and the ven- 


+ geance of God vpon his infamons Apoſiaſie. 


It is reported by John de Serres, the French Chronicler, 
that the power and force of ſome pretended revelations, 
and viſions of a young Shepheard, in the raigne of Charles 
the ſeuenth King of France, was ſo prevalent, that it per- 
{waded Pothon that great and famous French Captaine, 
with the Martiall of France,toarme and incounter the then 
victorious Engliſh in the bowels of that Kingdome ; by 
which vnaduiſed attempt, the French were ſuppriſed and 
taken by the Engliſh, 

It is recorded by the ſame Author, that one Martha 
Breſier, counterfeiting the firs and paſſions of ſuch as were 
poſſeſſed, in ſhort time became ſo powerfull in illuſion,that 
ſhe miniſtred mach matter of wonder aud amazement, not 


_ onely ynto priuate men, but vnto the Kings Counſel], tp 


Preachers in pulpits, ycavntothe whole Parhament, vntyl 
the counterfeit Diuell induring ſome puniſhment and rc- 
ſtraint, forſooke his pretended poſleſon, 

If wee require examples in our owne countrey, beho!d, 
in the raigae 'of Edward the. fourth:z yz broficr Korres 
Fi;gs: uke 


with the true Diſconerie thertof. ” 


* Duke of Clarence, was haſtencd vnto his vntimely death, * Speeds, 
encn by the allowance of his brother King, ypon the feare 
of a vaine and flying prophecie,-that G. of King Edwards 
heires ſhould bethe murtherer. | | 
In the time of Henry the eight, the holy Maide of Xen 9g. 
by her ſeeming miraculous reuelations, decciuing not one- 
ly the common fort , but cuen diuers learned and fome 
men of the beſt ranke, and prime note, ſtirred vp in the 
King great icalouſfie, and feare of his Crowne and ſafety, 
as by the records of her attaindour doeth appeare, where- 
in doeth ſtand prooued and ſentenced her treaſon-ſome 
inpatns of moſt dangerous conſequent, if-it had obtained 
uall iflue. - 
In the ſame kiogs raigne;the bewitching eſteeme, credirc, £9 
and hope of force & vertue in counterfeit predi&tions, and 
pretended reuelations, whet the ambitious heart of Ed- 
Ward * Lord Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, firſt into high + Speede: 
Treaſon, and to reach at the "Crowne , and after from 
thence thruſt him-headlong or headleſſe into his grane.” 
In the rajgne of Edward the ſixt, there was a prophecie 11» 
divulged from the mouth of ſome pretended Wizard ; by 
which the conjuration of Kerr, and thoſe Norfolke Rebels, 
was hartned and encouraged to procecde in their rebellion 
- andoutrage,, vnto the great danger and damage of the 
Kingdome, and in the end vnto their owne deſttuftion: 
That blind pretended prophecie, in the infidiation of vaine 
and credulous mindes, was ſomewhat like vnto that ambi- 
gnous Oracle inthe Poet. 


Ao, te Zacida Romanos vincere poſſe : 
I ſay, the ſore of . Eacu the Romane power ſhall quell 


+ _ This Oracle may oneither fide indifferently , either ac-. 
tively or. paſſtucly bee vaderſtood. Like vnto it was that 
preſtigious prophecic , which the rebellious Norfolciens 
with their Kete truſted ; | 

| L Hob, 
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Hob, Dic, «ud Hic With clubbes and clouted ſhoone, 
Sha fil vp Duſlin-dale with ſlavghtered bodits ſoonts 


The Rebels vnderſtanding this blinderevelation,orpre-: 
dition, concerning the vitory wherein. they themſelues 
ſhould bee Agents and not Patients, (as afterward their 
owne ruine did truely interpret it)and dreaming the filling 
vp of the Duſſin-dale to be intended of other mens:dead 
bodics, and nat. their owne , where thereby incited with. 
furious courage,ynto the hazardof the kingdomeand their 
natiue Country,vntilltheir owne mangled and ſlaughtered 
carcaſes became: butchered ſpeRacles, and bloody monu. 

__ ment$of ſuch illuſion and impoſtare. | 3 
T Js How many other fearefill and horrid treaſons haue bin - 
built and grounded vpon other the like prodigious impo- 
ſtures 2 To recite the damages and wrongs done vnto pri- 
uate men by impoſtaure in manifold kinds, were infinite; 
* Speede, What ſhouſd wee mention Prior F Batton of S*, Barebel- 
| mewes in Loudon, who in the raigne of Hemrythecight;vp- 
on the impreſſion of an vniuerſall World floud, grounded 
vpon pretended miraculous prediftions, ridiculouſly buil- 
deth himſelfe an houſe or ncaſt on the top of Harrow hill, 
to ſaue himſclfe from drowning ? 1,222 
Whar mighty terrors did the wicked impoſturous.-pre- 
di&ions of ſtrange events in the admirable yeere 88. ſtrike 
into the common people or vulgars of England ? from 
whence, what different diſtrations in many priuate men 
» Philippe de did bring foorth, to relate, were ir{t matter of profound 
Commines, 1ayghter, What tranſlationsof dwellings, peregrinations 
_ _=_ into- other Countries, exchange uf inheritances for moe 
our Engliſh nies, and other ridiculous extrauagant moktions did the 
Nation for approach of that yeere diuerfly prepare ? I will not waſte 
the multitude paper in any more *particular recitals : Our later age and 
andran') Of time hath not boene barren of many wicked and harmefull 
yin fruiesof impoſtu hecies, neither haue they alto» 
phecies in PORUTOUS PLOPnecies | —_ 
+his kinde, gether eſcaped the eye of Iuſtice, nor the blarre of infamy 
| - Witten 


with the iyue Diſcogerie thereof. >5 
"written in their names and chronicled memory. And al- 
though many impoſtures (becaule practiſed ypon private 
and more obſcure perſonages ) are leſſe knowne and publi- 
ſhed,then ſuch as are committed againſt Princes and States, 
and therefore are more remarkeable in the eyes of all men, 
yet are they both equally in rheir natures pernicious. It 
were not now impertinent from the declaration of the miſ- 
chiefes of impoſture in generall, to deſcend vnto ſome ſuch 
in particular, as are praQtiſed vnder the lying pretenſe and 
falſe colour of a tranſcendent and Magicke vertue. In ex- 


amples of this kinde, Reignald Scott doeth ouer-abound in rxmples of 
his diſcouery. - I haue my (clfe noted and knowne ſome impotture 
men (1 could ſay ſome men of the Clergie ) who to draw Yider colour 
of Magicke 
Skill or Witch - 


wonder and cuſtome vnto their praQtiſe in Phy ſicke(where- 
in Sacriligiouſly they ſpend their beſt and chiefe time and 
howers, with open negle& of God and his ſeruice,) I 
know ſome I ſay, who are not aſhamed prophanely and 
moſt — to affeR among vulegars, to gaine the 
Opinion of kill in Coniuration, Magicke , and Diuell- 
charming. 

By this impoſturons Art or deuice many yeeres toge- 
ther (not among men Religious, Orthodoxe, or iudiciou(- 
ly learned) bnt among vulgars, and ſometimes alſo among 
ſome great and mighty men) they haue become vnwor- 
thily magnified Phyfitions, aboue other farre more wor- 


craft. 


thy, and performing ſometimes, ſomethings praiſe yor.. 
thy (as is oft-times contingent vnto the meaneſt praQi- 


ſers) they ill gaine countenance, and time to robbe God 
of the firſt fruites of their time, ſtrength, and labours, and 
the Church of their more requiſite maine ſtudy and im- 
ployment. It is not ynknowne how common it is among 
theſe men, to profeſle the ereQing of figures, the giving of 
anfweres as Wizards, the reuecaling of things hidden, as 
Magirttans, vnto the great diſhonour of God, the ſhame of 
the Church, the. Lawes and Kingdome, How vſuall it is 
with many other Iuglers and Mountibankes, by the re- 
| putation of Witches impoſturouſly to promiſe, and vn- 
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dertake miraculous curations, and Prognoſtications of 
diſeaſes and their: iſſues, is not vaknowne vnto any com- 
mon obſeruer : whercin, for brenitic ſake, and to auoide 
confuſion, and the crambe or iteration of the ſame things, 
I will referre the Reader to a former manuel), called The 
diſconery of Erroneous prattsſes in Phiſicke, where although, 
by reaſon of my abſence beyond and beſide the Errata, 
many errours both in ſome words and ſenſe, doe ſill re- 
maine ; yet there are many things in this kinde worthy 
notice. Read page 71. the Treatiſe of Wizards ;-likewile, 
in the ſecond marginall note of the page 5. an Hiſtory of 
a Chirurgeon, famous in curing ſuch as were bewitched : 
Likewiſe page 109, 110.111. an Hiſtory of impoſture, 
vnder the colour and pretenſe of the inſpeRion and indg- 
ing of Vrines : and likewiſe, page 60. and from thence vn» 
ro the end of that whole Chapter. There is. a very. rare, 
but true, deſcription of a Gentlewoman, about fixe yeeres 
paſt, cured of diners kindes of convulſians,and other Apor 
plecktike, Epileptike, Cataleptike, and Paralytike fits, and 
© other kindes of accidents of affinitic therewith. After ſhee 
was.almoſt cured of thoſe diſeaſes, but the cure nor fully 
* Plurimz - accompliſhed, it was by a repated Wizard whiſpered, and 
RIOT _ thereupon, beleeued, that the Gentlewoman was meerely 
"ficinur in DEwitched, ſuppoſed Witches were accuſed, The Gentle 
ſeptem mea- woman hath beene free from all thoſe accidents there men-= 
fibus nonnul- tioned, the ſpace of fixe yeeres now paſt, 
Iz in 7; 3n0 Inthislaſtpaſt ſcuenth yeere, ſince the writing of that 
- ©: hiſtory , ſome of the former fits are *: critically againe 
bi Diutiniad returned : the ame Wizard or Deceiuer reforted vnta. 
ſeptenarii ra- and enquired at, docth now againe auouch her-to bee be- 
own _ witched ; vpon opinon whereof and truſt in his illuſfion,the 
=_—_ —_ timely vſe and benefit of due counſell hath beene much 0+ 
rii quoad Mitted and negleed. Her diſeaſes which formerly, farre 
menſes mo- exceeded theſe which now are, in number, frequence and 
do, ſed -_ vehemence, were in ſhorter ſpace cured, and ſo continued, 
NS the ſpace of fixe yeeres together. Theſe few which now 
Aphoriſm, doe returne , dug counſel and time neglected , hon 
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being in number fewer, leſſe intricate ; and farre kſſo vio- 
lent, haue notwithſtanding a farre larger' ſpace. of time 
continued. | Vis 2562 
- If chat Counſeller or vadertaker to counſell,, be a Wizs 
zard in name and reputation only (as Idoe geſle anddeeme 
him) then is this Hiſtory an incomparable example and 
inftance of the wickednefle , impietic and crueltic- of im- 
poſture and Impoſtours, If he be fongd a Witch ,\then is 
it an vnanſwerable. evidence and-inſtance of the Diuels 
iuggling, lying, illuſion and deceiuing/,; whereof we made 
mention and proofe before in the queſtion or doubt con. 
cerning Pythagoras realty in two places. For, 1 true rea. 
ſon and judicious diſcerning, itis as cleere as the brighteſk 
day, that no accident befalling the Gentlewoman'mentio» 
ned, can be other then naturall , or farther ſupernaturall, 
theneither the Diucls credit with a Witch,or an Impoſtors 
credit with deceined and ſeduced men is able to inchaunt 
perſwaſion vnto vaine affiance ta thera, Incferre the Rea» 
der to the conſideration of the Hiſtory at largo, with that 
which here is added : I will only exkort all men not to be 
in thoſe doubtfuil caſes , too violent, nor raſh inasking or 
belecuing vnaworthy or worthleſſe counſel] , but to aske 
ic of ſuch as are truly and godly learned and prudent , 
and not of. Impoſtours or Seducers ,- conſidering that 
the conſequence of raſhneſle, miſtaking error and igno- 
rance ; are no lefſe then the life or death of the ſicke, a 
putting out of the eyesand light of reaſon, which God and 
Nature hath giuen man to walke withall in the darke pil- 
grimage of this life z a depriuation-of due remedies which 
God hath allowed (while beguiled with vaine and fooliſh 
Opinion, with wilfull blindnefſe , they worthily eſteeme 
not, nor will expe his grace and fauour therein. 

Aduredly , he that doth giue vp himfelfe to become a 
prey to folly and illuſion , and led by deceiuers headlong 
into confuſed, vniuſtifiable, vynwarranted and inhibited ex- 
plorations and trials, doth forſake the guidance and vlc of 
right reaſon, and in ſtead thereof, is. intemperately Gl: 
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Red with impatience of expeRation of due reſpe& and e- 
ſteemeof Gods ordinance and allowance in his ordinary 
meanes, may iuſtly feare that God hath decreed and de. 
rermined;' not offelyto Jiſpoile him of that common bleſ. 
fieg which he hath promiſedto all that duely ſeeke , and 
rightly vſe his allowed meanes ; but alſo that he leaucth 
him vnto the curſed path and way of perpetuall blindueſſe 
and hardnefle ofheart therein, except his ſpeciall and ex. 
traordinary -dinine- grace in-time reduce his dangerous 
 Neps. -For certainly he vnto whoſe blinded eyes God doth 
offer ſo great mercy and favour, as is plainly evident in all 
his ordained ordinary meanes , vnto every good that be. 
falleth man inthis life, and with-tfiankfulnefſe cannot or 
will notbehold it, when its laid at his vnthaukfull fecre, 
is in adefperate way of alethargicall diſpoſition , or ſenſe- 
lefſe memory and oblinion, both of his reaſon, andof him. 
ſelfe, and of Gods mercifull goodnefle towards him. And 
thus the vglineſle of impoſture' both by the deſcription 
thereof, and. alſo by example doth appeare ; wherein may 
be firſt ſcene, how they that truſt thereto,doe forſake God, 
themſclues and-their owne common ſenſe and reaſon, and 
gine themſelues to be ſwallowed vp of lying and illofion. 
Secondly, inthe whole conrſe of impoſture it ſelfe, is feene 
the continuall praGile of mercilefle impietie , the vſuall 
wrong of the afflicted, the belying of truth, the deceining 
the miſerable , the deprivation of the ſicke, 'of the vſeof 
due remedies and meanes which God hath made and bleſ- 
fed vynto men, that with praife vnto his name; patience and 
due dependance vpon his prouidence therein , can be con- 
tented to ſeeke and expe the likely and hopefull ihe 
thereof, in vſnell courſe of nature. Laſtly,may be colleRed, 
and obſerued,the vſe and necefſitie of diftinftion betweene 
Impoſture and: Witch<craft; 'namely, that the adious and 
abominable' fire of Witch-craft be not ſuffered ro conti- 
nue, vnregardedor negleted, vnderthe colour of vaine 
Impoſture, and that the Diuell be not fuffered to liue a- 
mong(t ys, toa commonly, and too openly , in the _— 
at 
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and -habite of a fooliſh Impoſtor, or Iuggler. For cer- 
rainely nothing doth more hood-winke the through diſco- 
very of Soxcerers, then remiſſeneſſe and omilzion of in- 
quiſition , and caſtigation of Impoſtors, out of whoſe 
leauen (no doubt) but diligent animaduerſion, might oft. 
times boult out many a ſubtill and concealed Witch. 
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How men may by reaſon and nature be ſatigfied, eoncerning ſuch 
ſicke perſons as are indeede and truly bewitched, 
| i followeth now , according to. promile ,. bricfely to- 
point vnto diretion z how men leauing to inquire at. 
Witches and Sorcerers,and Impoſtors,concerning the licks 
ſuppoſed to be bewitched, may inquire andbe better (atis-, 
fied by the light of Reaſonz which God. hath glzeu-vnto- + 
them. Reaſon doth. dete& the licke to be ASI by the - 
1mmediate ſupernaturall- power ofthe Diyell,two wayes - 
The firſt way is, by ſuch things asareſubic& and manifeſt . 
vynto the learned Phyſicion onely x the ſecond is, by ſuch 
things asare ſubje&t and oi amd Iew....' - 
Thoſe things which are manifeſtento.the Phyſition alone 
are of two ſorts, The firſt is, when in the likenefſe and fimi-: 
licade ofa diſeaſe, the ſecret working of aſupernaturall 
power doth hide it ſelfe , hauing nocauſcor. poſkbilitic of 
being in thar.kinde or nature, The ſecond.is, when naturall 
remediesor meanes according vnto Art andduediſcretion 
applyed, doe extraordinarily or miraculouſly cither loſe - 
their manifeſt incuitable nature, vſc, and operation, or elſe: - 
produce effeAsand conſequences ,. agaiplt or aboue their, - 
nature , the impoſzibilitie ofeither of theſe in vſuall or or-, 
dinarie courſe of nature, doth certainely proquean infal., 
libilitie of a ſaperiour nature, which affuredly therefore. - 
mult needs be either Diuine or Diabolicall: '-..._ 
This concluſion concerning the infallibilitic of a ſuper-: | 


naturall mouer, from the like aſumprion, the learnedand., 
"00 - worthy , 
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worthy preſeruer of renerent antiquitie, Maſter Cuwden,in 
Ins deſcription 'of Cheſhire, ' hath truely inferred vpon the 
miraculons pretufions,and preſapes, eucr and prepetually 
forerunning the death of the heytes of the houſe or family. 
of the Briertons. Theſe and ſuch like things (ſaith he) are 
done either by the holy tnteler Angels of men, or elle by 
Divels who by Gods permiſsion mightily ſhew their pow 
er in this inferiour world. 

 Whenſocuer therefore the Phyfition ſhall truly diſcouer 
amanifeſt tranſcending power , manner, or motion in any - 
ſuppoſed diſeaſe , -tkere- is anvndoubted concluſion of the 
Author, Where likewiſe remedies finde concomitances,or 
conſequences contrary 'to their nathre ,- of! ſuch- as 'nener.| 
were, nor ener can be contingent in courſe of tature : this 
aſſumption trulygranted, doth invincivly inferre a tran-. 
ſcendent force and vertue therefn never to be denied. The 
Demonſtrationhereof igenident.- A proper caulc is cet- . 


 rainely knowne where is deteRed his proper effet. Ergo, 


where iscffeRed ought ſupernatural, there is infallibly-dil- - 
conered a ſypernaturall cauſes. -- 


'Thus how diſcafes, and the wonderfull accidents which 
peed 5 leaſes © may be by the PhyliciondereRed, | 
according vi 66 HiSrlle of teaſon, whether mduced by.the 
Diuell or no, isbriefely pointed at.” - Ih 
How the-guiltofany man therein with the Diuel(which 
doth onefy: condinge a Witch) may -and ought appeare, 
hath beene Before dettared, and ſhall likewiſe hereafter be 


f 


furtherinadecegre.,”*) 2570 20 nh 2gh Ht = 
- Tt will not now be immaterial or vyprofitable , for con- 
firmation, illuftration, and better proofe of thoſe two 
waics, whichare diſtinguiſhed to be onely ſubieR, and ma- 
nifeſt vnto'the Phy ſicion ;/ it the dereRion of the. ſecret 
workes of Dittels and Witches in diſeaſes , to-produce one 
or two examplesof both, _ 
Concerning the firſt, Ferneh;us in his 2. booke Dg&Abd. 
Rex. canſis,chap. 1 6.deliuercth a hiſtory of a yong man of a 
noble fatnily, who was by a violent convulſion in-an _ 
DYE ordinary 
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ordinary manner long time tormented. Diuers learned 
Phy ſicions remained long time doubting and vnſatisfied, 
both in the cauſe of this diſeaſe, as alſo of theſcate or place 
wherethe cauſe , with any ſufficient reaſon, might be iud- 
ged {ctled, ; | 
_ Behold very pregnant inducements of the finger of the 
Diuell, moouing in the diſeaſe. One was the incredible ve. 
lecitie of motion in 'the diſcaſed , imvoſsible vnto the 
force of man: the other was, forthat-in all the fits and 
convulſions , though very ſtrong and vehement, his{ſenſe 
and vnderſtanding remained inthe diſcaſed, perfe& and 
nothing obſcured, or interrupted, which in -convulſions 
according vnto naturall cauſes was neuer ſcene, and is im- 
polsible. | 

The force of theſe reaſons toeuince the preſidence of 
the Diuell, in the manner and motion ofthe fore-named 
diſeaſe, the Diuelt himſelſe did hortly after iuſtifie, decla- 
ring and profeſsing himſclfe the Author thereof in plainly 
expreſſed words, 

In the fore-named booke-and chapter , there is another 
report or relation of a manſudainly ſurpriſed, with an ex- 
traordinarie faſhion, or ſhape of madneſſe or phrenlie , 
wherein he vttered and reuecaled things hidden,and of pro- 
found Science and reuclation, not onely aboue the pitch 
and power of naturall capacitie, and the ftimulation there- 
of in diſcaſes contingent,and the forgerie of fained extalie, 
but really in true and vpright judgement , and vnpartiall 
diſcerning-of a Phyſition-beyond all queſtion and excepti- 
on ſupernatuall. The ſequele after made it good. Thele 
examptcs are ſufficient vnto men that are wiſe , and with 
whom reaſon hath authoritie. I doe not affe& vnaduiſed 
multiplication herein , ſuſpeRing many hiſtorics , and re- 
ports of divers Authors. | 

The poſsibilitic of thoſe which are here produced , be- 
ſidethe vnſtained credit of the Author, is apertly covfir- 
med by the holy Scripture, where, in the Lunatike the Di- 
uell manifeſted himlelfe by aRions, onely proper and ap- 
No | M propriate 
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proptizte vito the power of a Spirit : ſuchwaghis caſting 
the Lunatike into the fite , and intothe water, His violert 
renditg and tearing himm; which wete things by the Phy. 
tioh indiciovlly diftibgbiſhed; in moſt part impoſtible vnto 
the power and nature of the Lunatike himſclfe;, or ofhis 
diſeaſe alone, thouph not all. a 

The wat poſſeſſed among the Gadarens, Mfatth. 8. Mark, 
5. Like $, likewiſe doth eſtabliſh the ſame, who-was 
knowne and ſeene evidently by the Phyfitien , how farre 
fiwply or folely diſeaſed, and how farre polſ-fled beyond 
diſeaſed extafies by thoſe yndoubred workes , and that fin- 
gerof the Diuel!, when he eaſily brake tn peeces thoſe yron 
chaines wherewith the Lunatike was bound: fo that no 
force thereof whatſoener could hold or binde him ; as allo 
wizenhe vttered and ſpake that more then humane vn@cr- 
Randing and reuelation of Teſfus ©hriſt to be the Sonne of 
God: a knowledge as yet vicomimunicated vnto man=- 
kinde, and vnto reaſon impoſſible. 

Concerning the ſecond way of detection , ſubieRt vnto 
the Phy ſition alone, namely, when natnrall remedies aptly 
applyed,, are attended with ſupernatorall conſequences , 
contrary to theirharure, or abone the fame, out of the for. 
mer Author, and fore-named place . there isan example 
alſo without farther ftraggling of vnqueſtioned eſtimati- 
on. A cettaine man there mentioned, vehemently burning 
and thirſting , and by intolerable heare compelled to feeke 
any mitigation, or extin&ion of his heate and thirſt, in 
want of drinke or other fitting liquor , happened to finde 
an Apple, in the moiftare and narurall juice whereof , ho- 
ping the vſua}} ſhort refreſhing of the tongue , he, aFter the 
firſt raRing thereof, immediately found (not onely that 
which was 'contrary tothe nature .of an Apple, greater 
burning and thirſt th-n before) but had inſtantly his month 
and rawes fo faſt cloſed and ſealed vp thereby,thart he hards 
ly eſcaped ſtrangling. | 

The reaſonable doubt of the latieation of the Diuell, in 
this faire, hartheleſle , and vſuall remedie of the ___ 

7 thir 


with thetrue Diſcouery thereof, $3 


thirſt and drines, was afterward made more euident and ma- 
nifeſt by the ſudaine and ſwift obſeſsion of his minde, with 
frighttull viſions, whereof as in the diſpoſition, temper, ſub. 
ſtance or qualitie of his braine or body,there was noground 
or cauſe,ſoin the Apple it ſelfe, was no other pernicious mix. 
ture, but that the Diuell, as with [ads Sop, though whole- 
ſome ardfauing in it ſelfe, ſo in this medicinall fruit, entred 
and pofſeſſed, where God permitted. The like may be ſaid of 
other both outward and inward remedies, which by a Ma- 
gicke power are and may be oft interrupted,turned and bent 
vnto a vic contrary to their nature, 

For this cauſe H#ppocrares himſetfe in his booke de Sacro 
mworbo, & de Natura mulicbri,doeth acknowledge many acci- 
dents; as alſo diſcaſes and remedies themſelues to be diuine, 
as having their cauſe and being aboue the courſe of nature. 
When therefore fitting ynto any cauſe,matter,or humour in 
the body, according to true Art and Reaſon difconered, apt 
and fit remedies,are aptly and fitly by the judicious Phy fiti- 
on applyed, notwithſtanding, contrary'to the nature and 
cuſtome of ſuch remedies,they haue vnuſuall and iuſtly won- 
dered effeRs, is there not iuſt matrer of doubt concerning an 
vnuſuall and extraordinary cauſe anſwereabletherero ? The 
deepe and myſticall contengents in this kinde, and their hid- 
den reaſon and cauſc,the vnlearned man,or he that is not ex- 
erciſed in difficult diſcoueries, cannot diſcerne, nor can the 
intricate and perplexed implications therein, of doubts and 
ambiguires, poſsibly become intelligible in cuery ordinary 
apprehenſion; yet by the former caſic and familiar example, 
euery man may gefle and conicRure at the moſt abſtruſe. 
The ſabtiltie of the Divell doeth cafily deceiue a vulgar 

thought, and in the clouds and miſts of doubts and difficul. 
ties beguileth vſually the dimme fight and diſquiſition. 

_ The learned Phy ſition, notwithſtanding poſſeſsing true 
wdgement and learning; who doeth and can warily obſerue, 
and diſtinguiſh firit-the wonders of nature vnknowne vnto 
euery mediocrity of knowing : ſecondly,the true wonders a- 
boue nature in due collation with nature to be knowne,doth 
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not eafily or raſhly with vulgars, crre or runne mad inthe 
confulion of vaine ang idle (cruples. The wonders of nature, 
are ſuch- oaturall diſeaſes as are ſeere in their wondred and 
adwired ſhapes or mixture, to haue agreat likenefle or de- 
. ceining identitie with ſuch maladies, as are inflicted by the 
Diucll, The wouders aboue nature, are ſuch difcaſes, as are 
truely and vndoubtedly knowne and prooued to haue no 
conſiſtence, or pawer of confitence, or cauſc in ſablunary 
ature. 

For illuſtation hereof, I will giue one materiall inſtance 
fitting our preſent time,that ſhall apertly without exception 
manitcft the diſtinion of both theſe kinds,therewith decla- 
ring the great oddes and difterence betweene true know. 
ledge and vnderſtanding in the learned Phy fition, and the a- 
mazed wonderments of valgars and ignorant men. 

There are vulgarly reported among our Engliſh vulgers 
tobce inthe bodies of many Witches, certaine markes or 
excreſcencies which are yſually deemed the randevowe of 
the Diuell, where by couenant hee doeth ſucke the blood of 
Witches. Theſe excreſcencies are vfually deſcribed to beare 
ſometimes the ſhape of Wartes and Teares, or fome other 
ſuch like tumours. They are moſt commonty fourd in the 
priuie parts, They are found ſudainely after their appea- 
rance, ſometimes to vaniſh. They doe oft bleed, and there- 
fore are vulgarly deemed, the remaining dropping of the 
Duels fucking. | 

There are diſcaſes likewiſe, like yntotheſe by Phyfitions 
many hundreth of yeeres publiſhed, & both by ancient Phy- 
fitions and Chirurgions, as alſo by thoſe of later times oft 
cured. That this be not eſteemed as a wonder, or a fable, I 
will produce ſome of their ſcuerall ſhapes ; deſcribed by ſe- 
uerall Authors, and willcite them according to their vſuall 
names which are theſe, T hymn, Nympbe, Clextorss, (ercoſis, 
HMorum, Albaſce, Ficui, Mariſce. 

Of the firſt thus ſaith Paulas e/Egmeta in his fixt booke, 
and 71. chapter. It is anexcreſcence or eminence, ſanding 
out. from. the reſt of the ficſb, ſometimes red, —_ 
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thirſt and drinefle , was afterward made more euident and 
manifeſt by the ſudaine and ſwift obſeſſion of his minde , 
with frightfull viſions , whereof as inthe aifpoſition,tem- 
per, ſubſtance or qualitie of his braine or body , there was 
no ground or cauſe , ſo in the Apple it ſelfe , wasno other 
pernicious mixture, but that the Diucll, as with Jud: Sop, 
though wholeſome and ſaying in it ſelfe , ſo in this medict- 
nall fruir, entred and poſſ:ſed, where God permitted, The 
like may be (aid of other both outward and inward reme- 
dies,which by a Magicke power are and mav be off inter- 
rupted,turned and bent vnto a vie contrary to their nature. 

For this cauſe Hppecrates himſelfe in his booke de ſacro 
morbo, ec de natura mulichri, doth acknowledge many acci- 
dents,as alſo diſeaſes and remedies themſelues to be diuine, 
as having their cauſe and being aboue the courſe of nature. 
Whentherefore fitting vnto any cauſe, matter, or humour 
in the body, according to true Art and Reaſon diſcouered, 
apt and fit remedies , are aptly and fitly by the iudicious 
Phyſicion applyed,notwirchRanding,contrary tothe nature 
and cuſtome of ſuch remedies, they haue extraordinary, 
cauſe anſwerable thereto : The deepe and myſiicall con- 
tengents in this kinde, and their hidden reafon and cauſe, 
the vnlearned man, or he thar is not exerciſed in difficulc 
diicoueries, cannot diſcerne, nor can the intricate and per. 
plexed implications therein, of doubts andambiguities, 
poſlibly beco ne intelligible in every oidinary apprehenſi- 
on; yetby the former eafie and familiar exatyple , euery 
man may gefſe and conieure at the moſt abſtruſe. The 
. fubrilty of the Dinelldoth cafily deceiue a vulgar thought, 
and in the clouds and miſts of doubts ard ditficultics be 
guileth vſually the dimme fight and difquifition. | 

The learned Phyficion, notwithſtanding poſleſiing true 
judgement aud learningy whodoth and can warily obſerne, 
and diſtinguiſh firſt the wonders of nature ynknownevnto- 
cuery mediocrity of k1owings ſecondly, the true wonders 
2boue nature in due collation with-nature to be knowne, 

doth noveaſily or raſhly with vulgars, erte-or-runne mad 
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inthe confuſion of vaine and idle (cruples. The wonders of 
mature, arc ſuch naturall diſeaſes as are ſeene in their won- 
dred and admired ſhapes or mixture, ro: haue a great 
likenefle or deceiuing identity with ſuch maladies, as are 
inflited by the Diuell. The wonders aboue nature, are 
ſuch diſeaſes, as are truly and vndoubtedly knowne and 
prooued to haue no conſiitence, or power of confidence,or 
cauſe inſublunary nature. : 

For illuſtration hereof, I will giue one materiall inſtance 
fitting our preſent time, that (hall apertly without excepti- 
on manifeſt the diſtinRion of both theſe kinds , therewith 
declaring the great oddes and difference betweene true 
knowledgeand vnderſtanding in the Chiturgion or lear- 
ned Phylition, and the amazed wonderments of valgars 
and ignorant men. 

There are vulgatly reported among our Engliſh vulgars 
to be inthe bodies of many Witches , certainz markes or 
excreſcencies which are vſually deemed the randevou of the 
Diuel, where by couenant he doth ſucke the bod of Wit. 
ches. Theſe excreſcencies are vſually deſcribed to beare 
ſometimes the ſhape of Warts and Teates, or ſome other 
ſuch like tumours. They are moſt commonly found in the 
priuie parts. "They are found ſadainly after their appea- 
rance, ſometimes to vatiſh. They doe oft bleede , and 
therefore are vulgariy deemed, the remaining dropping of 
the Diucls ſucking. 

There are diſeaſes likewiſe, like vnto theſe by Phyſitions 
many hundreth of yeeres publiſhed;, and both by ancient 
Phy fitions and Chirurgiens, as allo by thoſe of later times 
oft cured. That this be not eſteemed as wonder, or a fa- 
ble, I willproduce ſome of their ſcuerall ſhapes, deſcribed 
by ſeuerall Authors, and will cite them according to their 
vſuall names which are theſe, 7hymimr, Nymphe, Cleutorms, 
Cercoſis, Morum, Alhaſce, Ficaa CMariſca, 

Otthe firſt thus ſaith Pauls e/Agineta in his lixt booke, 
and 73, chapter. It isan excreſcence or eminence,ſtanding 
out from the reſt of the fleſh, ſometimes red z par 

white, 
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white, forthe moſt part without paine, the bigneſſe of an 
A&gyprian heane and cf the colours of the flowers of 
T byme, They are found, ſaith he; in the priuie part of wo- 
men, and are cured by cutting them away; ; leannrs Hu- 
cherus of the Citie of Bexors 1nFrance., ſometimes one 
of the Kings counſell and Phy ſition vnto his petſon, in his 
ſecond booke concerning barrenneſſe doth teſtifie, that the 
former excreſcence doth ſometimes grow in ſome length, 
ſometimes,in the hands, ſometimes inthe fecte, ſometimes 
in the thighes, ſometimes.in the thighes, ſometimes in the 
face, but faith that they are moſt troublcſome in the priute 
parts both of man and woman, 

Celſus ſaith in his firſt booke chap, 28.. that theſe excre- 
ſcencies doe ſometimes open 2nd bleed,& ſend out blood. 
Thymiun ( inquit ) facile finditur &- cruentatur , nonnunquans 
aliquantum ſanguints fundit, Antonins Muſa vpon the 26, 
Aph. of Hippocrates the third booke teſtificth by his ob- 
{cruation in diuers particulars, that the former diſeaſe or 
excreſccnce doth oft-times weare andvaniſh away without 
hclpc or remedie, 

The ſecond diſeaſe or excreſcence called \ywmphe, Paulus 
e/Egineta, in his 6. booke 8. chep. doeth deſcribe to be 
a ſwelling or growing out of a peece of fleſh in the {ecrer 
part of a woman riſing oft-times vnto an vadecenttaſhun 
and a great bigneſſe. Auicenne deliuereth the ſame de. 
ſcription. Tom. 1. Fen. 21, Fratt. 4, and eAlbucaſts Chi- 
rYarg. Part, 2, Chap. 72, 73, 74» . 

The third excreſcence called Clertores is little difterent - 
from the former by the deſcription of the ſame Authors. 
Anicen lib. 3, Fen. 28, Paulus eAigineta inthe fore-mentio- 
ned place. 

The fourth excreſcence called Cerroſis the ſame Auther 
in the fame place, compareth vntoa long taile and ſaith, 
that it hangeth downe, and iſſueth out of the part betore 
mentioned in women, and is curedby being cut away 

The fifc excreſcence called Aforum hath that name from 


his likeneſle vnroa Mulberric, 
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© * The fixt, clied Atheſes;from his likenefſe vnto 2 Brar< 
ble leafe. Anicenne Tom. 1. ib. 3. Fen, 31. Tratt. 4. cap.20. 
As fot the ſertemth and eight Excreſcences, growing like- 
wiſe asthe reſt about the fecret parts, they hane beene (0 
commonly in autcient"times knowne, that Martial! the 
Poet ont of his owne acquaintarice with them, hath made 
ſport thereof in wittte verſe. 


| Dicema ficw qua: ſeimm in arbore naſes, 
Dicemus ficu Ceoiliant tos, | 


Of the eer:ſce, thus alſo writeth Iavenal. 
Cirauntur tmide medice ridente,Mariſcz, 


©" Of theſe Xariſee thus ſaith ,Lntonixs Xfuſa vpon the. 
Apb. 30. bb. 3. Weecall them,faith hee; creſts or combes, 
from their likeneſfe vnto the combe of a Cocke,which ſaith 
he, if they bee not in time cut away, andcured by aQuall 
canteries, they are never curedat ail. Thus much concer- 
ning theſe diſeaſes, out of learned Authors, Let vs now 
conſider thefe naturall diſeaſes, which are called wonders in 
nature, ( becauſe not vrdmanily or vulgarly feere ) with 
thoſe markes of Witches or diſeaſes; and excreſcencies 
eX:&ed and cauſed by the Dinell-in Witches,which (there- 
fore muſt needes be wonders aboue nature.) Let vs (I ſay) 
compare them together, the one with the other, Their 
. Exceeding ncere neighbout-hood- and' Itkenefle, no com- 
mon vnderſtanding;asthey ere deſctibeFtruely and lincly, 
can chnfe but acknowledge. To confound or iniftake the 
one for the other, is very caſte, but yet dangerous and 
pernicious. I will not demie againſt due teſtimonies, and 
the free confeſſions of the Witches themiſclues, that ſuch 
markes may bee by the Diuell vpor- conenant' made, in 
way of an helliſh ſacratnehr, berweene the Diuell and the 
Witch , but where the confeſsion of the Witch her ſclfe, 
being free from muſt exception doerth nor appeare, nor the 
Diuell to any ſpeQatours, doeth/ſhew-himſclfe #1 the = 
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of ſucking, which hee neuer doeth ( as my incredulous 
thoughts perſwade my (elfe ) where I fay, theſe appeare 
not to be manifeſt without fraude,there it is requiſite, and 
neceſſary, that either wee diſcharge the Diuell, and acquir 
him of the flander, or elfe diſcouer it by ſome other ſigne 
or note, which may iuſtly be appropriated vnto the Diucl}, 
that his finger or guilt hath beene therein. 

This is reaſon, without which ought bee no perſwaſion, 
Euery tree is to be knowen by his owne fruir, ſaith our Sa- 
uiour, Therefore the dinell,is to be knowne by the workes, 
and fruites of a Diuell, proper and belonging vnto him. 
Trie and diſcerne the Spirits, (ſaith the Scripture) whether 
they be of God,or no. And how can they bee diſcerned,if 
there were not ſome notes, or properties knowne vnto ho= 
ly diſcerning mindes, whereby they may be diſcerned. Tr 
is madneſſe therefore, to ſuppoſe it poſlible to know that 
which is done by a Spirit, wherein is no cuidence, impret- 
fion, ſigne,ſhew, or propertie of a Spirit. For as a naturall 
cauſe cannot bee knowne, but by his naturalleffe ; ſois ic 
impoſſible, that a ſpirituall cauſe ſhould be knowne, but by 
ſome ſupernaturall effe&. For this cauſe, in all places of 
Scripture,where are ſet forth the outward wotkes, or aRt- 
ons of the Diuell, they doe there likewiſe all appeare to be 

his, in ſome extraordinary & ſupernaturall note or maner. 
The caſting the bodies of the poſſeſſed in the Goſpel, 
intothe middeſt of the people, was a thing extraordinary, 
impoſſible,and vnuſuall vnto the voluntary motion of men 
alone. The bringing of fire from Heanen to deuoure fo 
many of Jobs ſheepe, was in the manner beyond the nature 
vſuall,and ordinary force,or cuſtome of fire. The carriage 
of the heards of Swine headlong into. the Sea, was mani- 
feſtly beyond the nature of their naturall motion, yca, a* 
gainſt their nature, | 

Here may be obicRed, that the Dinelt docth ordinarily 
worke,and produce things of ſeeming wonder,and ſtrange. 
conſequence, whercin notwithſtanding, doeth nor app=are 
any ſigne or impreſsion, of any ſupernatural cauſe 07 211 
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thour,as is ſcene in many things produced inmen,and ifſu- 
ing from his vſuall tentations of men. 1 

The anſiere is, that the Diuell doeth worke vpon wan, 
WO Wayecse 

The firſt is, immediately by the temptings, and ſolici- 
ting only of man vnto workes,which properly are atfeRed 
by man himſclfe, in the vſuall courſe and power of mans 
nature. . | 

The ſecond is, immediately by his owne proper a&Rion, 
as hee is a Spirit,and immediately worketh in him{clfe, the 
worke of a Spirit. 

In the firſt, the Diuellis not properly {id to worke in 
himſelfe, but rather to giue and offer occaſion vnto the 
diſpoſition and 4ffeRions of man, thereby exciting, and 
tempting man ynto that worke,which therefore onely car- 
ricth the ſtampe of a worke, proper vnto a man. 

In the ſecond,the Diuell worketh immediately himſelfe, 
as he is a Spirit, and in that worke therefore muſt neceſla- 
rily likewiſe bee ſcene, and appeare the ſtampe of a Spirit, 
ſince in the courſe and order of all things created whatſo- 
euer, the true and immediate cauſe, his immediate true 
and proper cffc&, is the ſole true infallible tampe, cui- 
dence, and proofe thereof. 

The workes therefore, which are called or eſteemed the 
Diuels,in regard of his tentations,and incitations of man, 
vnto fooliſh, wicked, and oft wondered miſchicuous aRti- 
ons, are onely and truely called diucliſh, as proceeding 
from the Diuels inſtigation onely, but are not truely or 

, properly, or immediately any workes of the Dmell, ard 
therefore it is not requiſite, that in ſuch workes of the Di- 
uell,vnproperly called his,there ſhould appeare any ſignes, 
proper vnto the workes of a Spirit or Divecll. | 

Since then it is infallible, that there can bee no poſsible 
diſcouery of any cauſe whatſocuer, naturall, or ſupcrna- 
turall, but by ſuch accidents, effc&s, or properties as pro- 
perly belong, or iflue from that cauſe, and fince proper 


effcas' appearing, doe onely diſcoucr their cauſes more. 
cleerely, 
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cleerely, where they appeare more cleere, and more-ob- 
ſcurcly, where they doe appeare more obſcure,and-nothing 
at all, where they appeare not all : Since I lay this is true, 
and neuer to be infringed, thoſe ſuppoſed Witches markes, 
before they can iuſtly and truely bee judged to bee by the 
Diue)l effe&ed or vied, muſt by ſome ſtampe or ligne pro- 
per to himſclfe, or to higworkes, or to his vic or proper- 
tic therein, be ſodetermined and convinced to be. 

The wonder indecd of their ſtrange ſhapes, forme and 
manner, is. ſufficient to amaze ſuch as are not iudiciouſly 
read, or are vnlearned : but the Phifitzon who knoweth 
ſuch diſeaſes tobee in nature, by that knowledge of theic 
nature, knowing likewiſe that they doe not exceede na- 
ture, doeth 1aſtly ſtand apart, and divide himſclfe from the 
vulgarerrout and opinion , that they are any markes to be 
appropriate ynto the Diuell, 

And hence appeareth the neceſſttie of comincing the 
forementioned Witches markes to bee ſ{upernaturall, be- 
fore vpon their ſhape or appearance onely , it can bee 
eſteemed iuſt, either to impute vnto the Diuell, or.to call. 
any man into queſtion, Before they can bee truelywdged 
or determined, whether ſapernaturall or no, the neceflitic 
of conſulting with the learned Phiſition, is likewiſe demon- 
ftrated.. Of which wee may yer againe, gipe another de- 
monſtration within the ſame inſtance. It hath beene fome- 
timcs by oath confirmed and depoſed, that theſe foremen- 
tioned markes of Witches, haue (immediatcly after they 
have beene (eene) ſudainely vaniſhed tobeenomore feene, 
The queſtion may bee, whether their 'ſndaine diſparence 
after their maniteſt appear ance, beein nature poſſible vnto 
ſuch like diſeaſes or ro. It is knowne .ynto the: Phiſicion, 
.that many: difcaſes doe mſenſibly grow , and inſcnfibly 
allo weare 4nd vaniſh away, without any knowledge or 
notice thereof taken by the diſeaſed. Thus therefore ſolely 
can bee no.note of a ſupernaturall marke', whatiocuer 
paſhonate igvorants fondly diſpute, to maintaine their 
owne wils. and prejudicate rcſohntions,! I'doe Frane, - 

; N thoſe 
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thoſe materiall-excreſcencies, doe in a moment vaniſh a- 
way, without any precedent preparation, or alteration ren- 
ding thereto, or doe in an inſtant appeare, and inthe ſame 
moment, without any mutation or proportion of time in- 
ſtantly vaniſh , then muſt this bee granted ſupernatural! : 
Data nihil fit in momento, that is, no naturall being hath de- 
{inence or being, without proportined time, beyond which 
nothing can bee really or indeed in ſublunaric nature, whe- 
therthere bee in the vaniſhing of the former markes, prc- 
portion of time or no, and the due antecedent mutations, 
and alterations mn nature requiſite, who can truely iudge, 
but hee who doeth both: know the generall courſe of na- 
ture inall things, and alſo the particular courſe, inthe na- 
ture of diſcaſes, which is the learned Phiſition alone, It 
may bee obieted, that many common men in the former 
markes, may as eaſily ſee and diſcerne that which is ſuper- 
naturall oft-times,as the greateſt Clarkes. 

For example, it hath beene publifhed by Authors of 
great note, that Oracles haue beene vtrered, and articulate 
ſounds heard diſtin&ly iſſuing from the privie parts of a 
Pythonifſe. Any man that doeth know , or heare ſuch 
ſounds ont of that place, can as directly and as truely as 
the Phiſition auouch this to be ſupernaturall. 

It was ſometime openly obie&ed, againſt a Witch in 
Northampton. ſhire at the publike Afſiſe, that a Rat was oft 
obſerued toreſort vnto her privie part, and with herliking 
and fufferance there to ſucke. This was by oath and tefti- 
mony vrged againſt her, and ſhe her ſelfe confefſed it to bee 
true. If the oath and teſtimony of ſufficient witnefſes,con- 
firme the Hiſtorieto bee true, there isno man vnto whom 
this is not apparent, as well as vnto the Phiſition to bee 
more then naturall. Hereto wee doe anſwere , that al- 
though it cannot bee denied, that many things may cut- 
dently declare themſclues vnto every vulgar, as vnto the 
learned Phifition to bee ſupernaturall; yet doeth not this 
trueth in ſome caſes, cuince it true in all caſes. Becaufe 
ſome things are not denied yntoa vulgar cyc or judgment, 
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it doeth not thence follow neceflarily, that all things are 
thereto cuident. 

It is further obieRed, that in thoſe caſes, Phiſitions are 
oft found decciued, as well as other men. It is anſwered, 
that among Phiſirions, as among all ſorts of other men, 
there are many vulgars, who are, and may bee ordinatily, 
and eaſily deceiued, yea amongſt the judicious and learned 
alſo, who cannot ſo ordinarily or caſily bee deceiued, yet 
theremult be ſome wants and imperfections, fince no man 
in this morrtall life can bee in all particulcr points perfeR. 
Notwithſtanding, this doeth not excuſe thoſe whoare vn- 
learned, and haue many more pgroſſe wants and imperfe- 
Rions, for not conſulting with thoſe that haue leſle, ſince 
ynperteRt perfection of knowledge, is farre better guide 
then imperftcRion, grofle ignorance, and priuation of Art 
and knowledge. | 

It may bee yet demanded, what if the Phiſition or lear- 
ned men, cannot detect the Diuellin theſe named markes, 
fince the diuel is able to haue a finger haply in them, where 
no note or (ligne thereof ſhall at ail appeare ? | 

Anſwere hereto is, where God doeth giuvevnto men no 
meanes, no way or poſltbilitie vnto their deſired ſatisfaQi- 
on, there they ought to reſt contented, ſince the contrary 
is precipiration, and impatience with God his good will 
and plcaſure,and vnbridled curioſitie, For as inother caſes, 
namely, Fellony, Murder, all Lawe both Diuine and Hu. 
mane, doeth forbid to accuſe the Murderer,or Felon, where 
God hath not diſcouered his guilt by any ſigne,cuidence,or 
proofe thereof; ſo in cale of Witch-craft, where God hath 
not revealed it by any reaſonable profe,vmo the learned & 
iudicious,there hath no man warrant to accuſe, or challeng 
ypon ſuperſtitiousgrounds, or ſurmiſes onely. And though 
this moderation be iuſt and fit to be held, where God hath 
inhibited the contrary ; yet it is no Apologic or excule for 
negligence, contempt, and want of diligent inquiſition at 
any other time, whenſoeuer God doeth permit or offer 
meanes, hope or poſſibilitic thereto. 
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"Theremay hetws queſtion be pertinently mooned,name. 
ly, Whether theſe markes before mentioned, where proued 
ſapernaturall, doe therefore neceflarily conuince the party 
ypon whom they are found, a Witch, yea or no. | 

. Avſivere hereto 1s, that fimply and alone, ſuch markes: 
doe not proove a Witch at al}, but with ſome limitations 
and confiderations, they doc abſolutely and infallibly de- 
modſtrate a Witch. | | 

Thoſe limnations are theſe ; Firſt,thartthoſe markes cer- 
tainely dereced to be ſupernatural}, bee by circumſtances, 
preſimprions on neceflary inference, of reaſon prooued to. 
be knowne, by the party in whom they are found,thar they 
are of the Divell, or by the Diucll there placed. 

Secondly, that they are there continued , mainteined, 
or preſcrued with the liking and allowance of that partie. 
The reaſon of theſe limirations 1s manifeſt, for that the Di- 
uell is able to impole diuers diſeaſes, as alſo ſuch like ſuper- 
naturall markes or excreſcencies, as are before mentioned, 
ypon men without their liking or conſent , where: God 
doth ſo permit him. This is cutdent by the Hiſtotie of Jeb, 
ypon whom the Diuell brought extraordinary, and more 
then vſuall botches, biles, and ſores, beyond the common. 
courſe and nature of thoſe diſeaſes, and this he did full fore 
againſt the will, and liking of righteous 16h. No man can 
inftly be accuſed or ſuſpe&ed in that at wherein hee is no 
agent, but an vawilling Patient, nor can bee accefſary vnto- 
concurrence, or conſent with any author in his aR, if that 
author bee not knowne vnto him, or not conceſued by him 
tobe author. Indeed,if any man be found with ſach markes, 
who may be conninced to know them to bee of the Deuill, 
and then to like or to be contented with them, affuredly by 
manifeſt demonſtration, that man is a Witch, if not by an 
expreſſe and open, yet by an occult allowance of the Diuels 
poſſeſſion and power, of that patt or portion in him. Who- 
focuer-giueth any poſſeſon of himſelfe vnto the Diuel!, 
either in part or in whole, docth thereby renounce his Cre- 
ator, & by this combination with the Dinell, is a Witch,or 
Sorcerer. There 
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There remaineth as yet a doubt or queſtion, Whether 
fi yply the affirmation of a ſuppoſed Witch( which 1s vul- 
garly but not properly called and deemed her confeſsion) 
that the Diuell dothſucke him or her, asalſo whether the 
affirmation of a ſuppofed Witch, affirming her ſelfe to be 
a Witch, doe infallibly conuince that ſuppoſed Witch, to 
be a Witch indeede z and whether that affirmation be ſuf- 
ficiem(as conmonly deemed her owne confeſsion )to con- 
demne her, | | 

The anſwer isnegative. The reaſon ts, for that many af- 
firmations in themſclues, and at firſt view doe ſeeme true 
{:rious and ſufficient ; which better and more conſiderat- 
ly examined, are oft-times euen ſenſclefle and ridiculous ; 
- and therefore iuſtly are denied credit. 

And forthis cauſe no accuſations, whether againſt any 
man himſelfe, or againſt another , wherein is no probabi- 
litie or likelihood, no celour or poſsibilitic of being ; et- - 
ther are or ought to be admitted or heard in iuſticein any 
Coutts of Tuſtice. And for this cauſe the teſtimonies, ac- 
cuſarions, or confeſsions which by fooles , or madmen are 
auonched, are by all nations through the world in law not 
valucd, and reieted. The ſame regard is had of the affir. 
mations and teſtimonies of children and of melancholy 
people, and likewiſe of men with yeeres and age doting, 
or by diſeaſes or cares manifeſtly decrepite in their wittes 
and ſenſes. That ſuch decrepits there are vſually walking 
among, men not noted nor knowne vnto moſt, or many, 
except ſometimes vpon eſpeciall occafion or triallof them 
made, isho wonder. 

I did my felfe know fome lately lining, who formerly 
haue beene very vnderſtanding , yet diuers yeeres before 
their end, were with age in their inward ſenſes ſo worne 
and waſted ; that although as reaſonable creatures vnto the 
common view, they talked, conuerſed, conferred , ſpake 
many times, and in many things with very goodreaſon, 


and fenfibly ; yer oft-times by ſodaine enterchanges, they 
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neither knew reaſon nor themſclues,nor their owne names 
nor children, 

I now know a man neere an hundreth yeere old , who 
baving in my late remembrance beene an excellent pen. 
man, dothneither now know a word, nor can write nor 
name ſo much as one letter among the foure and twentie ; 
yer hath he his ſight good , as by his diſcerning and ypon 
his view thereof, giuing right name and title vnto other as 
ſmall formes and charaRers is apparent. His memory 
ſometimes cuen of the ſame things is altogether gone by 
fits;and by fits ſometimes returneth in many things,but nor 
inall, nor in any alway or certainly. Other ſome I haue 
knowne in their memory and phanſie by age ſo worne,thac 
they could not hold or retaine in the one ſo much as that 
which very lately was in theireye ; inthe other ſo much as 
that which was inthe ſame1nſtant almoſt conceiued ; affir- 
ming things inthis confuſion which neuer were nor cuer 
could be ; and denying their ſight of thoſe things which 
from their ſight thereof they had truely before named of 
their owne accord ; one while conſtantly belceuing and a. 
vouching whatſocuer was ſaid or informed them,though 
neuer ſo diſſonant from ſenſe or reaſon ; another while as 
confidently denying whatſocuer truth wagſaidor vreed, 
though neuer fo manifeſt vnto their ſight or ſenſe. This is 
not ſtrange in age, ſince in diſeaſes it is vſuall for men 
ſometimes for a time to loſe their memory alone, ſome- 

times their reaſon alone, ſormetines imagination;ſometimes 

part of one; and part of another ; ſometimes alt; ſome- 
times perfetly none; and yet imperfeR in euery one. It 
ſometimes alſo is ſcene (as Galenſaith) that a man inioy- 
ing abſolutely and accura-cly all his inward ſenſes of right 
reaſon, memory and imagination in all other things beſide; 
yet in ſome one particular alone and in no other whatſo- 
euer iscuer conſtantly and without change void of ſenſe or 
reiſon,and as a very madman or foole. - 

Thus much is alſo writrenby others ofmany wiſe _ 
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learned men 3 who notwithſtanding in ſome one particular 
alone haue difcouered them ſcluesro be very fooles or mad 
men : conſtantly affirming themſclues ro be doggs, hor- 
ſcs, glaſſes,and for that one follie nener reclaimed, in all 0- 
ther things being iudicious , Icarned, difcreete and ſolid. 
Neither 1s every vulgar man , nor every man vulgarly 
learned not accurately iudging able to diſcerne thele de- 
fee, a: firſt, or alwaics; much lefſe where they are hardly 
and difficultly eſpied, or by fits onely doe ſhew themſclues, 
How poſlible isit for theſe ſorts of people either to be per- 
ſywaded by others, or from their owne guide and vnſtable 
conceiteto affirme any thing whatſocuer concerning them- 
ſclues or others ? and for that cauſe how neceſſary is ir in 
matter of weight and iudgments, eſpecially of life, to take 
heede of their raſh admitrance vnto accuſations or teſtt 
monies concerning themſclues or any others. Vnto a con- 
feſsion ſo properly and trucly called,doe neceffarily con- 
curre rhree things, Firſt,in a confeſſion is properly implied 
& vnderſtood the partie confeſſing to be capable of reaſon, 
becauſe without reaſon he can neither know. nor judge of 
himſelfe nor of his guilt. Secondly,in a confeſlion isrequi- 
ſite and neceſſary that a partie confeſling himſelf doth ttuly 
know what the Law doth take & define that offence to be 
which he doth aſſume vnto himſelfe. For by ignorance of 
the law ſometimes filly men ſuppoſe themſclues and others 
to hve incurred the danger of the Law,where he that truly 
vnderitandeth the Law 1s able to informe him the contra- 
ry : and for this cauſe the law it (elfe doth give leaue to 
confult with the Lawyer, and withſuch as profeſſe and are 
Skilfall in the Law, 

Diuines likewiſe generally acknowledge and grant, that 
there is a miſtaking, an ignorantly and a falſcly accuſing 
conſcience or guilt, as well as a conſcience 1uſtly iudging 
and accuſing. 

And for this cauſe many a man may take himſelfe tobe 
a Theefe , a Witch or other offender , who doth not truly 


or rightly konw what Theft in his owne caſe or ſome other 
points 


9s —TheTriall of Witchcraft, 


points is, or what Witch-craft or ſome other offences ci- 
ther truly im themſclues are,or by the Law are vnderſtood; 
bing in ſomecaſes not knowenor agreed, among Lawyers 
themſelves, Ic is therefore ſenſclefſe that a man can accuſe 
himſelfe juſtly of an offence which he doth not know ; 
and therefore alſos it as vniuſt to admit ſuch an accuſation 
againſt himſclfe. 

Thirdly, 1n a confeſſion is inplyed and preſuppoſed 3 
precedent manifeſt offence or guilt either by faire cuidence 
likely to be prooued, or at leaſt by due circumſtances and 
preſumprions iuſtly ſuſpeRed or queſtioned. ? 

I doe hence conclude demonſtratiuely, that if a ſuppo- 
ſed Witch be not firſt found capable of reaſon, and free 
from dotage with age or yeeres or ſickneſle ; and doe not 
alſo know what Witch-craft or a Witch is, and thirdly if 
the Wicch-craft or ſinne it ſelfe bee not vpon ſufficient 
groundseither prooved, or at leſt queſtioned; the meere 
accuſation of ſuch aſuppoſed Witch againſt her {clfe with- 
out the former con(iderations, is not fimply or alone (uffi- 
cient toconvince or condemne her; neither is ſuch an ac- 
cuſation, truly or properly to be tearmed 2 confeſsion. 
And thus we hane made cuident by this inftance of the 
ſuppoſed Witches markes, how the learned Phy lition poſ- 
{cising true Art and learning, isnot ſo commonly as the 
vulgar ſorttranſported intothe maze of vaine wonder and 
ignorant admitation, but duely and truly weighing reaſon 
doth apart diſtinguiſh and pur true difference betweene the 
wonders 1n nature, and the wonders aboue nature. 

The wonders in nature are ſuch diſeaſes, as in their 
ſtrange ſh1pe and likenc Te, doe connterfeit ſuch maladies, 
as 2re induced by the Niuell or by Witch-craft. Wonders 
aboue nature, are ſuch diſeaſes, wherein the finger of the 
Dincllis indeede and really diſcovered. 

Concerning the firlt kinde (as here) ſo formerly in a 
former Mannell, I hauc briefely deliuered , both ſome of 
their generall * deſcriptions,denyed by no man that in an- 
cienttime was, or at this time is a indicious and learned 
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Phyſician, as alſo diaers of their* particulat Hiſtories 
inthe perſons of ſome. fickemen-knownevnto.my ſelkes. : 

- Of the ſecond its here needleſie topropoundaby more 
particularsthen thoſe aboue mentioned ,' which I cſteeme 
for the generall illuſtration ſufficient. In:true aud right de- 
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citic of configeration-and circyrg{peQianiought:diligent- 
ly attend the intricate maze and labyrinth.of-etror; and il. 
luſion intheir deceiueable likencfles, whereby the Diuell, 
for his owne aduantage, and the perdition of ſedoced and 
beguiled men , doth ſometimes cunningly hide:his. 9wne 
workes ; and the diuellith practiſes of Witches and Sor- 
cerers, from their due deteRion and puniſhment;. ſome; 
timesto inſhare the guiltleſſeand innocent, doth iuggling- 
ly ſceme to doe thoſe things which Nature doth iuſtly 
challenge, not as his, . but as her owne, io inſt ballance 
weighed. It is moſt certaine, that the Diuellcannor poſit» 
bly mixe himſclfe, or his power, wich any inferiour nature, 
ſubſtance or body, but the alteration , by the coniun&ion 
of ſo farrediſcrepant natures, in the vnchangeable decree 
of the vniuerſall nature of all things, necefiiny and vn- 
auoidably produced , muſt needs witnefſe and manifeſtly 
dete& it in the great and mighty oddes.: This is [very/ eut- 
dent and apparent in all the ſupernaturall' workes of the 
Diuell, before mentioned in the generalldifcourſe of this 
ſmall Treatiſe or worke, whether ſuchas were declared 
manifeſt toſen(e, or ſach ay wereetidenttartafon; whe: 
ther ſuch aswere eftcRed by the Diuellhimſelfe ,, with the 
conſent or contract of a Sorcerer or Witch, or ſuchas were 
without their knowledge, facietic, or contract performed 
by himſelf. All thoſe ſupernaturall workes: of both theſe 
kinds were therefore knowne to be ſupernaturail, becauſe 
they were aboue- and beyond any cauſe in. fiblunary-na- 
ture. The like the learned; Phyſician may certainly con. 
clude, concerning diſcaſes inflited er mooned/by the Di- 
ucl. For it is impokible thatthe finger or:power of the 
Dinell ſhould be-mv any. —_— ſach:s cavke 
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needs produce ſome effc& like it ſelfe , where true and iu- 
dicious diſcerning is able-to findethe infallible, cerraine; 
and yndeceined ſftampe of difference.” Thus farre hathbin 
briefely declared, how the Phy fician properly and by him=- 
ſelfe doth aloneenter 'into the due conſideration and ex- 
amination of diſeaſes (where is iuſt occafion of queſtion) 
- whether naturally or ſupernaturally inferred, How vnficic 
is here roadmitenery idiot for a Phyſician or-Counſeſor 
(as is too commonboth- in theſe- and all other affaires of 
health) let wiſe men indge. | 

_  Eertainely framhence it commeth to paſſe, that moſt 
men forever live m perpetuall confuſion of their thoughts 
in theſe:caſes, and-as ajuſt indgement of God againſt their 
careleffe ſearch and negleR of Jearned and warranted true 
counſel, all certainety and truth herein-doth il ly farre 
from them, For as in theſe ambiguiries is requiſite and 
necefſary, a learned, iudicious, and prudent Phy ician;ſo is 
it as neceflary that he finde thoſe thar neede herein aduice, 
ernely and conſtantly obedient vnto good reaſon, tempe- 
rate and diſcreete, not mutable vpon cuery vaine and idle 
proie& to. ſtert. away, and tobee tranſported from area- 
ſonable,juſt & difcreere proceeding, vnto vncertaine,vaine, 
and Empiricall tryals, fince wiſdome, knowledge and truth - 
are never truely found , but onely of thoſe, that with dili- 
gence , patience, and perſeuerance ſearch and ſeeke them 
out. It remameth now'to come vnto the ſecond way of de- 
teQion of the: bewirchedificke , which was before ſaid to 
conſiſt in ſuch things as wete ſubic& and mavifeſt vnto a 
yulgar viewe, as the firſt vnto the learned Phyſician alone, 
As of the firſt, ſome few examples haue been propounded, 
ſoof the latter let vs alſo viewe other ſome. | 

- In the time of their puroxiſmes or fits fome diſeaſed per- 
ſons haue beene ſeene tovomir crooked iron, coales, brime 
ſtone, nailes, needles, pinnes, lumps of lead, waxe, hayre, 
ſtrawe, and the ke; in ſuch quantity, figure, faſhion and 
proportion,” as could -neuer polsibly paſſe downe, or ariſe 
#p-thorow the naturall narrowneſfe ofthe throat, 'or be 
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contained in the ynproportionable ſmall capacity, naturall 
ſuſceptibility and poſitzon ofthe (tomake, Theſe thingsat 
any time happening , are paJpable and not obſcureto any 
eye without difficulty , offering theaiſelues; to plaine and 
open viewe. | 
Theſe like accidents Beninenine, Witrus, Codronchins and 
others alſo, euen in in our time and countrey, haue publi- 
ſhed to haue been ſcene by themſelues. Some other ficke 
perſons haue, in the time of the exacerbations of their fits, 
ſpoken languages knowingly and vnderſtandingly, which 
in former time they did neuer knowe, nor could afterward 
know againe-: as Fern-lins a learned Phyſition,and beyond 
exception worthy credit, doth wicneſſe concerning a Sicke 
man knowne to himſelfe. | 

Some Sicke men alſo haue revealed and declared words, 
geſtures, ations dove in farre diſtant-places., cuen in the 
very time and moment of their aRing,doing, and vttering, 
as Ihave knowne my ſelfe in ſome, and as is teſtified like- 
wiſe to haue beene heard, knowne,and ſcene by diucrs wit- 
neſſes worthy credit in our * country, in diuersbewitched , g... T...- 
Sicke people. y tiſe ofthe 
As theſe examples are manifeſt to any beholder, which Witches of 
ſhall at any time happen to view them: fo are the examples Warbozyes, 
of the firſt and ſecond kinde euident to the reaſon and 
indgement of the learned and judicious Phy ficion, and all 
doe therefore certainely deteR and proouec a ſupernaturall 
Author, cauſe, or vertue, becauſe they are manifeſt ſuper- 
naturall cffe&s. TIN. Sh | 
Thus haue we pointcd out briefely, the deteQion of the 
bewitched Sicke , both by learned Reaſon proper vnto the 
iudicious Phyſicion , and alſoby common ſenſe and reaſon 
19 all men. 
If men more at large pleaſe to exerciſe themſclues in 
due conſideration and proofe hereof, they ſhall finde more 
certaine and ſound ſarisfaRion and fruit , with the bleſsivg 
and allowance of God, then can iſſue out of the mouthes of 
Sorcerers and Witches , which God hath curſed, and dif. 
O 2 allowed, 
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allowed, 4nd in whoſe hearts and monthes, the Diuel! is 
ofta'lying'Spiric.” * 

' tthathbeen briefely, and yer ſufficiently herein proued, 
that -Aliniphtie God hath giuen ento Reaſon light, where. 
by rcaſonable, temperate and ſober minds, through cir- 
cumſpe& care and diligence, may fee and behold whatſo- 
cuer is truely poſsible , oviuſt for man to know, with the 
fauour and allowance of Gods.grace, inthe deteRion and 
diftbnery of the 'bewitched Sicke, Whofocuer therefore 
ſhall contemne, or negk& this light, and ſhall askecoun- 
fel! of Diuels and Witches, the open ard proclaimed ene- 
mies of God, doe certainely relinquiſh their faith, and truit 
_ laGodtherr Creator, and-their patience and dependance 
ypon his prouidence. | 

And although * may ſometimes fall out , that profpe- 
rous iſſue doth feeme to follow the counſell of the Diucll, 
yet doth itbehoone mento be wary, and not preſume, leſt 
it proouc onely a ſweete baite, that by a ſenſible good, the 
divell may draw their bewitched defirousvaine minds ynto 
an infenfible damnable hurt. For certainly , he who will 
rather be beholding vnto the Diuell, for his life or health, 
then chuſe to die in the gracious and merciful! hand of 
God his Creator, can neuer expe to participate any por- 
tion of ſaltion in him , without extraordinary repen- 
tance. 

Thus much concerning the reaſonable difcouery of the 
bewitched Sicke , wherein leaving toenquireat Witches, 
Sorcercers, or impoſtors, vpright men, that loue or feare 
God , or imbrace Religion or common reaſon , may and 
ought confine and fatisfie their-iuſt deſires. 
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CHAP. XL: 
T he produftion of the works of Witches and Sorcerers, wnto 
the-publique ſeate and cenſure of 1uſtice. 


VVE have hitherto conſidered , how the workes of 
Diuels and Witches, may be both manifeſt to 
Senſe, and euident to Reaſon. They haue1n their diuers 
kinds and different performances and manners diſtint]y 
beene inſtanced. Beſides thoſe kinds which haue beene 
mentioned, there may bee innumerable more, among 
which arc thoſe who vndertake and are enquired at, to re- 
ueale treaſures hid , goods loſt or conueighed away , the 
workesand guilt of other Witches , good fortunes, and 
euill fortunes in diuers affaires, diſſeignes and attempts: as 
alſo thoſe who vndertake by inchantment , to leade cap- 
tiue the wils and minds of men , vnto extraordinaric and 
vnreaſonable deſires or luſts , hatred or loue vnto, or a- 
gain(t this or that perſon, or this or that particular thing, 
aboue or beyond the naturall power of reſiſtence , and the 
force and vſuall guidance of naturall reaſon, in the ordina- 
ry courſe of mans will aud nature : bur they are all inclu- 
ded in the ſame generall kinde , and common proofe of 
their diuelliſh impiecie , deriued from the word of God 
before alleadged vnanſwerably , and the true conſequence 
of Reaſon from thence. | 

The difference that is in their diuers kinds, doth onely 
ariſe from their ſeuerall ſubie&s, manners, ceremonies,and 
rites, according to their ſeuerall differing contracts with 
the Diuell ; ſome vſing in their workes, reuelations or 0. 
raculous anſweres, of the demand of reſorting people in 
onemanaer, faſhion, ceremonie, geſture, and rite ; ſome 
” another, and ſome in none at all, certaine, or vnchange- 

le. 


Concerning theſe ceremonies , with their ſenerall con- 
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tracts, and the manners thereof , I will not write, partly, 
becauſe in this place not much materiall ; partly, becauſe 
chey are difficult to 'dete& , except by the Witches owne 
| free confeflion, which happeneth-very rare and ſeldome ; 
partly, becauſe they tend more tothe ſatisfaRtion of curi- 
olitie then of viſe, and therefore are not without ſome 
danger publiſhed. It hathnow beene manifeſt by the word 
and mouth'of God, vnto the reaſon of man, how a Witch 
or Sorcerer may euidently appeare vnto right Reaſon 
namely by his voluntary vndertaking to bee enquired ar, 
for knowledge and renelation of ſach things as are hidden 
' by God from all knowledge of men, and are ſolely and 
properly in the knowledge of Spirits,as hath beene by lear- 
ned Authors and by reaſon declared. | 

The reuclation being tound ſupernaturall,doth diſcouer 
the ſupernaturall Agent or Author the Diucll, whoſe pro- 
per a& whatſocuer man docth vndercake in-patt, or in 
whole,muſt neceflarily buy or borrow from him,and there- 
by be conninced yndoubtedly of contraRt with him. 

We have produced diuers ſorts of noted Pradiſers likes 
wiſe of this inhibited contraR, both in the holy Scripture 
expreſſely nominated, and alſo by their ordinarie common 
cuftome herein obſcrued in ſeuerall kindes. 

"Concerning them all, wewill-conclude as a corallary vn- 
to all that went before,with the reſtimonie and confirmati- 
on of Lucius Apuleins, that famous,cexpert,8& learned Ma- 
gician, in his booke de eAures Aſins, from his long proofe 
and acquaintance with the Diucll « Demones (ſaith hee ) 
preſident Augnrits, eAruſpiciis, oraculis, e Magorum mira» 
cults, that is, the Duels are chiefe prefidents, hauc chiefe 
power or authoritie, are chiefe Maiſters, Guides, or Rulers 
ouer Diuination, or revelation by'the ſigncs taken in fly- 
ing of fowles, of divjnation'by inſpe&ion of the entralls 
pf beaſts, of Oracles, and of all the miracles or miraculous 
workes of Magicians. They thar will not beleeue the holy 
Scripture, nor the teſtimony of ſo many men and ages, 
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that the Diuellis the fole Author of vaine miraculous re- 
elations, diuinations and workes, let them credit the Ma- 
gician his owne mouth... . 
As we haue hitherto viewed, kow Witch-craft and Wit- 
ches may bee, firſt, by ſenſe maniftRly deteRed : ſecondly, 
by reaſon euidently conuidtcd : fo.letvs now conſider, how 
they may bee both produced vnto the barre of Tuſtice, and- 
bee arraigned and condemned of manifeſt high Treaſon a- 
gainſt Almighty God, and of combination with hisoper 
and profeſſed enemy the Diuell. | 
Concerning the firſt, ſince ir chiefely conſiſteth-in that 
which is manifeſt vnto the outward ſenſe, if the witneſſes oF 
the manifeſt magicall and:ſupernaturall a&,be ſubſtantiall, 
ſufficient, able to iudge, frec from exception of malice, par- 
tialitic, dilti aKion, folly z and if by conference & coun(ell 
with learned men, religiouſly and induſtriouſly exerciſed, 
11 1udging in thoſe affaires, there bee iuſtly deemed no de-., _ . 
ception of ſenſe, miſtaking of reaſon or imagination, I ſee ,, _ 
no true cauſe, why it ſhould deſcrue an * /gnoramus, or not ſunt commu- 
bee reputed a true Bill, worthy to bee inquired, asa caſe fit nis fori, Per- 
and mature for the ſame due triall, which Iuſtice, Law, and finenr _ fo- 
£quitie haue ordained in common vnto all other rightſo]l —_— _ 
hearings and proceedings by witneſſe and teſtimonie, al- ;enus ya ” 
though it is likely to prooue a rare plea or cauſe,vecaule in Hzretici per. 
_ reaſon not too frequently to bee found, and farre lefſe * in tinenr ad fo- 
it felfe common or vſuall, then is vulgarly reputed. Ic * — 
might notwichſtanding, haply bee more oft dereceed, if {.. Derpe 
morediligently according to reaſon inquired. trant in ho- 
The ſecond kinde of Witch by euidence of reaſon diſco- minibus aut 
uered, 1s farre more frequent then the firſt , as appeareth | * 4708" 
by the varietie and multitude of names, whichit hath bran- £119, 12144 
ded vpon it, and the diuerfitie of kindes and faſhions which ; ;. 
1t hath pur on, Ir is likewiſe more caſily dete&ted and * Quidam 
prooued, | plus xquo 
A ſupernaturall reuelation being firſt made truely ma- '! — 
nifelt ( Icſt prepoſterouſly wee haply call a ſurmiſed, or gum, 
falſely ſuſpected offender into queſtion, before.any _ Binsfeldivs, 
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be apparent or knowne ; which is an vniuft iniury,and wors- . 
thy of rebuke and ſhame with God and-ivit men )-aſuper- 
naturall revelation (I ſay) being manitcſt, any mans guilty 
contra& therein is prooucd, by his vndertaking to bee en- 
quired at therein. | 

That vndertaking likwiſe is eafily knowne & diſcovered 
by thoſe that haue inquired. The foundation of this way 
of inueſtigation of this Witch or Sorcerer, is the Word of 
God-it ſelfe before recited, and iuſt and true reaſon built 
thereupon, cannot fall or be ſhaken. 

Thus hauing broughe theſe priſoners to the Barre, I 
there arreſt any farther progreſle,and leaue them to Iuſtice, 
to the decree and ſentence of the reucrend, graue, and 
learned Iudge, and foproceede the third promiſed way of 
inueſtigation, and inquiſition of Witches and Sorcerers, 
according to likely preſumption, probable and artificiall 
coniecture. 

Bur before wee arriue vpon that point, it is neceflarie, 
that firſt a materiall obicRien bee ſatisfied. Thar is, in the 
forementioned Indgement of ſupernaturall workes of Sor- 
cery manifeſt to ſenſe, how canany true teſtimony or wit- 
nefle be required or expected, fince doubt is made whether 
really or truely, or deluſorily and in ſeeming onely, many 
or moſt things of that kinde, are ſeene or heard ? Hereto 
. 1sanſwered : As atrue ſubſtance is ſeene not of it ſelfe ſim- 
ply, butin and by the outward true ſigne, ſhape, proporti- 
on, colonrs, and dimenſion inherent therein, and inſepa- 
rable there-from ; ſo the true likeneſſe, reſemblance and 
pourtraiture of that ſubſtance, when ſeparated from that 
ſ:bſtance, ts as truely and as really ſeene. Therefore, ex- 
pertence doeth ſhew vs, that the ſame eye which ſaw the 
ſhape, proportion, and G6gure, together with the true ſub- 
ſtance, doeth as perfectly both ſee and knowit, when it is 
ſeparated from the ſubſtance by the Art of the Painter. 

As 1n the true miracles of God, wrought by the hand of 
his ſeruant Meſes, the true and vndoubted ſubſtance of a 
truely created Serpent', was ſcene when it was _— 
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from a rodde, by the outward proper.and inherent ſhape : 
ſoas truely. was an-outward pourtraiture and likenefſe-of 
Serpents ſcene, in the falle miraclevt the ſeeming rape 
mutatiouoHfthe Sorcerers roddes. Fog how could rtligioh 
or reaſon. condemne thoſe miracles.af the Dinelt for tihufts 
ons, if the1iyely reſemblance of miracles appearingimani- 
feltly vntg the eye , had notthereby. made them knowne? 
For {n..example, or-luftration,:howmise iugghng decent 
knowne but by the cy&e. hd bghtinſaidtobee: deceined 
therein. Therefore: it doeth/ſec thatwhigh doeth deceiue; 
Reaſon likewiſe compating thatwhich was feene, withthat 
- which is not ſcene; that 18, the eounterfaic with the true 
ſab&ance « ddeth progue' the:counterfaie. the. preſent ob- 
ie& of the fightucTheilame cyes thereforethdr faw;; jan the 
true miracles of Meſes, the ſubſtatcerof a: Scrpent' by 
the truc inſeparable inherent ſhape, ſaw likewiſe: the true 
image and picture of a Serpent, in the falle:and ſeeming 
miracles of the ;Enchauiters:0f. Egyptz>The:toſtimony 
ef the preſentatioh;:of bat: vntgi the eyo;) is asctrue:as 
trueth it ſclfe ; becauſe the Word of tructh hath faid-it, 
That the Diuell is as powerfull as:the moſt excellent Pain- 
ter, to repreſent any the. moſt true and lively likenefle of 
any creature, is:1n reaſon cleates and hath. beene.a!fo bes 
fore prooned.” 294. 2-350 2 :221ma(Cyolg (4s 

Thereforea true teſtimonie: may bee truely ginen,: 4nd 
juſtly accepted. or taken of a linely ſhape; tigure;likenefle, 
or propertion, really preſented (by the Art of the Diuell) 
ento>the:eyc.-:Allthe:doubt ther remdinangz:is,/ropura! 
true differenceibetweene thatwhich our jmaginationdoeth 
repreſent vnto vs,.from within/the braine,:and that which' 
wee {en.without byithe' outward ſenſe, iThis difference will 
beſt:appeare by. ar example. :Fernebw 1nthis:tirſk booke, 
cap.i115de Abies rer..canſe doth make; mention of .a man, 
who by the force of charmes, would coniureantoa looking; 
Hi XA C9 8 1 _ _ wouldeither 
by writing orby:liucly.preſentatians.ſa perfeRly exprefie: 
and dt, whats hee - demannd or .commaund 
*r19U7 vnto 
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vento them, that caſily and readily it might b*e diſtingui» 
ſhed, and knowne. by: ftanders by. This Fernelixe docth 
reportthar hee: faw-hitaſelfe. .What ſhall wee ſay herein? 
Was this Diuclith prides thing doubtful! Was it not 
mavtiifeſt tomabyeyes,adiuerlicic of 'beholders, and the iu- 
dicious. view of. a learned and diſcerning ſight. The like 
Franciſcus Picus: Miranduls reporteth, viadzhcer, that a fa+ 
mous Magician ef-1rely in his time; did keepethesknll of a 
dead mans aut pfwhichthe:Diveltdid delineranſoeres vn. 
to ———_— the!Wizard had firſt vttered cer. 
raine words, and rad*turned thee skull toward the Sunne; 
Theſe:things being patpably ſcene; could not bee meere 
imaginarion.>:Fhoſe things which are meercty.in imagina- 
tion-(with thoſe 'menwhom diſeaſes deprive not of rheir 
ſenſe orrealon ) are by right reaſon and true ſenſe, after a 
ſhort rime of their-prevalence, cafily deteRed to be imagi- 
nary z but thoſe things which are truely, really, and cer- 
tainely ſcene, remaine the fame: for ener after in their due 
reception of ſcoſe; with vndoubred and vnchanged allow- 
anceof reaſon, ' \ 7 211 
Hence it is, that a manin a fleepe or dreame, though for 
2 ſhort ſpace, heedoeth oft times verily:y really, and 'very 
feclingly.( asit were ) thinke himſclfe inmany aRions and: 
employments;. yet when hee awaked from ſleepe, his ſenſe 
and reaſon doe tell him hee was'but in a dreame. Many 
ſicke perſons likewiſe vſually, though waking, dreame of 
things falſely imagined,but the diſeaſe being gone;and their 
ſenſe and reaſos; there-from recoucred, they: rhen know 
and laugh at the fallacies. of their imaginations. By theſe 
ſhort inftancesie is apparent, that it is not a thing impoſsi« 
ble; but vſuall and famitiat vnto all kinde of men that want 
not _ common .wits., to diſtingui CO _ 
things whichare'onely in imagination ofe which are 
mart ar rarer ry '® 4 INGO» 
From hence we may then truely conclude, —_— 
the as of Sorcerie and Witch-craft manifeſto ſenſe, the 
due teſtimonies of vnderſtandivg, A ey" 
| | ought 
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ovghtto bee no lefle equiualent then againſt another open 
a&s,or crime whatſocucr,whereof the Witchiof Erdler may 

; ſerueto ſhut yp and conclude all doubt for euerherein, for 
an vnanſwcrable inſtance and proofe. Sheeacknowledgeth 
her guile and crime might bee made manifeſt vnts Sel in 
theſe wordes, 1. Sam. 28, 9. Wherefore ſcekeſt thou to 
take mee in a ſnare, to cauſe mee'to die ? Sawl likewiſe 
himſelfe doeth grant vnto her, the ſufficiency of his teſti- 
mony to cauſe her to die, verſe 9. in theſe wordes, As the - 4 
Lord liueth, no harme ſhall come vnto thee, for this thing : 
meaning,by his teſtimony of her fa&,no harme ſhould come 
ynto her. But here may.bee obieRed, that it wes not his 
teſtimony of her fa of raifing the viſion of Saul, which 
the Witch did feare, but his teſtimony of her confeſſion of 
her ſclfe to be a Witch, by promiſing to vndertake it. The 
contrary is manifeſt by the Text,' verſe 21, See, thy hand: 
maide hath obeyed thy yoyce, and I haue-put my ſoule in 
thy hand, and haue obeyed the word which thou ſaidſt vn- 
to me. And thus is the doubt concerning the ſufficiencic of 
teſtimonies, and witneſſe in caſe of Witch«-craft ſatisfied. It 
now remaineth as was promiſed and intended, that we next. 
view that light vnto the diſconery of Witch-craft,' which 
artificiall coniccure, probable reaſon and likely preſump- 
tion doe afford, ſince what ſenſe and reaſon haue made ma- 
nifcſt is already declared. | 


| CHAP, XIL 

That Witches and Witch-craft may be diſconered by probable 
reaſon and preſumption. DD 

A Sfrom things euident to ſenſe, and manifeſt rorea- * cnn b 

ſon, there ifueth a certainety of yndoubted knows {772 
ledge: ſo in things that carky onely probabilitie, diligence cugones ex 
doth beget and produce verity and * truthof opinion. DialeRicis 
Hence i commeth to paſſe , that he who truely knoweth, pronunciatis, 


and knowingly can diſtinguiſh and diſcerne the validitie, yas og ib, 
| P 2 nature, - 
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ature, Hifercace, andrighr vſc of probabilities, doth mot 

> his-bpiufonemiſltake or erre. 11 F 
-\Hencealfoiegommeth ito paſſe, that according to ſeue« 
all meaſures;and degrees of diligence,ftudy, praQtice, and 
exercye.of judging in probabilities,mendoe diuetſly differ, 
lomeexcellivg other in themeritcd ſkiles and atrributes of 
fubtilvie ; Policy, Sagacity,\Bxquiſicenes, Tt is true, that in 
, _ ſt, probabilitic,is pow * certainty: notwithſtanding 
x» pou pct he, that-warily and wifely weigheth it, cannot in the vncer- 
fixyprobabile, tataty thereof but finde more certainty , then in blinde 
quod plerun- 49d vnlikely caſualtie; then in raſh attempts and proſecutie 
___—_ hat; ons, voide of counſdll, or likely reaſon. - 
_—_— ha_ ſometimes thoſe things which feeme moſt 
likely and probable, doe happen to proouc falſe , yer doth 
nature and -reaſon teach and inioyne vs rather to give 
credit theretoy and experience doth manifeſt that thecauſe | 
of deception thercin,: forthe moſt part,doth conſiſt in the 
weakeneſſe of mansihdging thereof aright. For in indging 
of probabilities, tare great oddes, ſome :things onely feeme 
, Probable toſychas are *wiſe,learned, expert,ſubrill:ſome 
—_ moral xato, the-moſt exquifite Tudges alone : ſome to cuery vul- 
ana gab ſome tathechoiſe and beſt ſort of Vulgars, and not 
omnibus, aut VNto'all s and- in; theſe differences, doth neceſtarily breede 
plucimis, aut much error and miſtaking. Notwithſtanding, the vertue 
+ 19956 99a and force of probabilitie it ſelfe , ſimply doth not deceiue, 
arte trY or vſually faile , but as it is diverſly and difterently con- 
atmaxime Ceined bymnen, that oft praoueth falſe, which ſeemed like- 
probatis,quo- ]y. Vater hunc perbibemns optimiins , faith Cicero, qui bene 
_ _— 6onyeiet , that is, we auouch and aftirme that man to be the 
ts. Ariior. beſt Prophet, orprognoſticator of iſſuesto come or hap- 
b ' pen, who hath the power and skill of right 2nd truecon- 
1eaure , which euer conſiſtethyin the exquiſite petpenſion 

of probable inducements.' -:-  _ - . | 
What is among men more &dmired, or more worthy to 
be admired, then this art, this skill,this power? Who doth 
not know what yſe, alſo what benefit doth ariſc thereby, 
bothynto the true warrant and allowance of ation,and _ 
{© 
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fovnto the maintenance , an1 wſtification of right opini- 
on, in counſels and deliberation ? As in all other faculties 
and (ciences , the excellencie and neccflitie thereof doth 
brightly ſhine : ſo moſt apertly vnto common obſcruation, 
it doth prooue and manifeſt it (elte in the two ſeucrall pro- 
feflions of the Logician and the Oratonr. 

The Logscian in his diſcrepations and queſtions, concer- 
ning doubts and ambiguities,by thediligence ofſubti1l diſ- \ 
pure, from the light of probabilitie, re&ifieth the vnſtable 
fluctuation of vnconſtant opinion, and produceth through 
mature diſquiſition , and raciocination, what is molt ſafe, 
. moſt conſonant with truth , ro hold, affirme, orbe per- 
ſywaded, 

The Orateur in his conieturall Nate or queſtions, in his 
pleas of doubtfull and controuerſed facts, orrights,where- 
in ofc-times probabilitie and likelihood , ſeeme to ſtand 
£quall and vnpartiall vnto both parts: notwithſtanding by 
mature , acute , and ſeaſonable preſſing, and vrging that 
which is moſt like , moſt reaſonable, and conſonavt with 
right, with. law andequitie, in the end doth bring into 
Iizht, and diſcouer , what is moſt equall,vpright,and 
worthy to be credited, or reſpeted. What cuictionsof 
truth andright , what conuictions of guilt and errour doe 
dayly iſſue from hence; common experience, doth prooue 
and demonſtrate. 

Thus much briefely prefixed in generall, concerning the 
neceſſitie, light andtruth of probabilities : it now remain=- 
eth to conſider the vie and power thereof likewiſe, in our 
particular propoſed ſubie& of Witch-cratt, which com- 
mon ſcnſe doth not onely iuſtifie (as inall other ſubjects) 
but the word of vndoubted truth, 

Almightie God, in caſe of Idolatrie , doth not onely 
publiſh and proclaime his deteſtation of that great ſinne it 
ſelfe, bur therewith doth include whatſocucr hath any pro- 
babilitie of reſpeR, or reference thereto ; whether in affe- 

ion and inclination, or in ceremonic or ſuperſtitious 


ſhew. This is euidenr, Dewt.18. verſe 9g. where he firſt for- 
0; _— + biddeth 
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biddeth his people ſo much as to imitate , or doe after the 
manners of the Gentiles; and afterward particulariſeth 
their making their ſonnes and daughters ro paſſe thorow 
the fire. Likewiſe Lews.19, 27,28. where he forbiddeth as 
much as the cutting of his peoples heads, or the corners 
of their heads round, or marring the tufts of their beards, 
or marking or cutting of their fleſh, as was the manner of 
Infidelsand Gentiles, in their mourning and lamenting of 
the dead. Likewiſe Dext. 16. 21. where he forbiddeth ſo 
much as the planting of any groues of trees neere his Al- 
tar, becauſe it wasthe cuſtome, invention, manner,and re- 
ſemblance of Idolaters. 

As incaſe of Idolatrie, fo in caſe of Witch-crafr, which 
is likewiſe a kinde of Idolatry , becauſe the worſhip of 
Diuels, Almightie God in thoſe places of holy Writ , 
where he publiſheth and proclaimeth his high diſpleaſure 
againſt Witches and Sorcerers,withthat abominable finne 
it ſclfe, doth alſo condemne as abominable ; Firſt,in gene- 
rall all kinde of thew , of affeRion, liking, inclination, or 
reſpeR thereof ; Secondly, any cuſtomes, faſhions, rites, 
ceremonies, ſuperſtitions,or geſtures from thence deriued, ' 
or belonging thereto. 

The firſt is manifeſt, Lexze. 1 9,verſe 31, There the Pro- 
pher, from their God Jehoueh, doth charge his people, that 
they doe not ſo much as turne toward, or decline toward 
Sorcerers or South-ſayers, vouchſafe to aske any queſtion, 
or to reſpe& them ; and Leait.20.verſe 6. he giueth judge- 
ment and ſentence of death , againſt that ſoule that doth 
bur turne or looke toward them. 

The ſecond is likewiſe manifeſt, [azah 8.verſe 19. where 
Alnightie God noteth the ſuperſtitious peepings, whiſpe- 
rings, and mutterings of Sorcerers, and according to thoſe 
gcitures, doth with reproch terme them whiſperers, mut- 
terers and peepers : and Dext. 18, verſe 10,11. he rehear- 
{cth their mumblings, and charmings, and their ſuperſtitt- 
ous marking the flying of fowles; and Leme.19.verſe 26. 
he noteth their vaine and ceremontous obſcruing of _ | 
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If then Almightic God be (o ftri& , that he will not en- 
dure or tolerate ſo much as a friendly looking toward Sor-. 
_ cerers # the leaſt reſpeR giuen vntothem , orſo much asa 

demand of a queſtion ar their hands, any inclination to- 

ward them , any their ceremonies, ritesor ſuperſtitions, 
yea, fo ſmall a matter as their very outward geſtures ; how 
canreligious zeale , or the duty of man toward God his 
Creator, eſteeme any of theſe, or the like, or the leaſt of 
them, eſſe then ſufficient matter of probable doubt, pre. 
ſumption, religious icalouſic, and ſuſpicion againſt ſuch 
men, as doe, or darepreſume to imitate, to practiſe orvie 
them ? 

Asthe holy Scripture hath pointed out ſome few ge. 
{tures, manners, and rites of Sorcerers, for an example and 
light vnto all other of the ſame kinde : ſo haththe daily 
obſeruations of ſucceeding times added infinite more, 
which haue, doe, and ſtill may encreaſe, multiply , and be 
added, and newly invented, and put on new different 
ſhapes and faſhions, according to the fancic of the con- 
traRors therein, whichare the Diuell, and man polleſſed 
by him,in whole powers and will, according to the nature, 
qualitie and conditions of their contract , dependeth and 
conliſteth the yariation, or innouation of ceremonious 
rites. - 

For this cauſe, among Authors and records both of 
elder and later times, wee reade of ſuch diverſities and 
numbers of ſuperſtitious litations, dedications,performan- 
ces, and a diabolicall folemnities. As- therefore we haue 
manifeſted ſuchſuperſtitious rites,ceremonics and geſtures 
of Sorcerers, as the holy Scripture hath noted and deci- 
phered ; ſo let vs propound ſome other by after-times,and 
other Authors obſerued. | 

Some have vſcdin their intention orexecution of their : Fee Maſter 
Diabolicall workes,or inthe way of prelufion one kinde of hos _— 
* ceremonious homage, and ſome another. Some doe ne- jyjiich. crafe, 
uer attempt nor enterpriſe a Diabolicall execution , but chap, a. pag, 


withmumbliogs, whiſperings,and ſecret founds,and _ 48, 
itef>': 0 card. 
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heard grumbling in their mouthes : as TheophraFus in his 
9. booke of herbes andplants dothwitnefſe , concerning 
certaine' Magicians in gathering /7elleborus,and andre. 
ora: and as islikewiſe vndoubredly diſcovered , by the 
great attributes thatare by many famous Writers aſcribed 
vnato the Caball of the Iewes, and vnto letters, charaers, 
words, fillables and ſentences ſuperſtitiouſly pronounced. 
Galen writeth, that a certaine Sorcerer by vttering and 
mutrering but one word, immediately killed, or cauſed to 
dye a Serpent or Scorpion, Beninezius in hisbooke de Abd: 
merb. cauſe. aftirmeth , That ſome kinde of people haue beene 
obſerned to doe hurt and to ſurpriſe others ,by vſing only certaine 
facred and holy words, It is apparent likewiſe, that others 
haue accompliſhed their diucliſh ends, by apparitions , 
ſhapes, or figures, raiſed or coniured into glaſſes; as Fer- 
nelizy , an eye-witneſle, in his booke de Abage, rer. cauſ, 
doth publiſh. Some recetue power and vertue from the 
Divell vnto their Diabolica!l preparations, by certaine 
inchanted hearbes, or medicines which they mixe and ga- 
ther, ſometimes with braſſc hookes,ſometimes by Moone- 
(Mine in the night; ſometimes with their feete bare and na- 
ked, and their bodies clothed with white ſhirts, as Plime 
reporteth, Some are reported , to obtaine of the Diuell 
their deſired endsor workes, by deljuering vnto the Diuell 
bonds or couenants , written with their owne hands. This 
Serres the French. Chronicler doth report , confeſkd by 
certaine Witches, in the raigne of Hemrythe fourth. -And 
MF, Fox, in the life of 1artin Luther, doth make mention 
of a yong man , who dcliuered a bond vnto the Diuell, 
vpon certaine conditions , which bond was written with 
the yong maus owne blood, and vpon his repentance, and 
the carneit zealous prayer of the people vnto Godin his 
bchalfe, was redeliuered , and caft into the Church mthe 
view and fight of the whole aſſembly there and then being. 
Some deriue an effetuall vertue vnto their decreed -Dinel- 
liſh workes, by hanging charaQers or papers aboat the 
necke, as Pl reporteth. ..Some-Pprattiſe? to —_ 
Diueli 
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. Diueliſh ends vnto iſſue, by coniured images and piQures 
of waxe, golde, carth, or other matter,as T homes Aquinas 
in his booke de occultis Nature witnefleth. 
Holingshed, page 534. doth chronicle the execution of 
certaine Traitours , for conſpiring the king of Englands 
death by Sorcerous and Magicall pictures of waxe. The 
ſame author, page 1271, doth report, that in the twentith 
yeere of Queene & LIZ ABET H, a figure-flinger (as 
hee termeth him) being luſpeRed asa Contmrer or Witch, 
ſudainely dying, there was found about him (beſides 
bookes of eoniuration, and other Sorcerous papers or 
CharaRers) the piRure of a man wrought out of Tynne. 
Some late writers haue obſerued, that divers Witches by 
ſuch pi&ures, hauecauſed the perſons thereby repreſented 
ſecretly to languiſh and conſume, as was lately prooued a- 
gain(t ſome late famous Witches of Yorke-ſhire and Lanca- 
ſter, by the teſtimonies beyond exception of witneſſes, not 
onely preſent , but preſidents in their tryall and arraign- 
ment. Some execute their helliſh intentions by infernal! 
compoſitions , drawne out ofthe bowels of dead and mur. 
thered Infants; as Jeannes Baptiſt Porta in his booke de 
Magia naturali,doth from his owne knowledge affirme,and 
thereto the Malleus Maleficerum with others doe aſſent. 
Some practiſe alſo Sorcery by tying knots,as Sant /erome 
teſtifieth in vita /Zilary, concerning a prieſt of «£&/enlapires 
at Memphis. Some praiſe Witch-craft by touching with 
the hand or fingeronely, as Binientms ſaith. Some in their 
Sorcerous as or coniurations, vic partchment made of 
the skinne of Infants, or children borne before their time: 
as Serres reporteth from the confcflion of Witches, inthe 
time and raigne of Hexry the fourth deteced.Some for the 
promoting of their Diueliſhdeuices, vſe the miniſtery of Perkins dif- 
living creaturcs, or of Diucls and ſpirits intheir * likenefſe courle of | 
3s hiſtories rcport , and Theocritus in his Pharmacentria; hom = : S 
ſcemeth to credit, inducing there aSorcereſſe, who by the ,s." * © 
power of her bird, did drawe and force her Louer to come 


ynto her. 
Go, This 
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This ſeemeth not impoſsible vnto a Witch,by the multi- 
rude of living ſhap:s, which the Diuell in former ages hath 
vſually aſſumed, termed Faunes, Satyres, Nympbes, and the 
like, familiarly conuerſing with men. Some bring their cur- 
ſed Sorcery vnto their wiſhed end, by ſacrificing vnto 
the Diuell ſome liuing creatures,as Serres likewiſe witnes- 
eth,from the confeſsion of Witches in Henry the fourth of 
France deprehended; among whom , one confeſſed to have 
offered vnto his Diuell or Spirit a Beetle. 

This ſeemeth not improbable, by the Diabolicall lirati- 
ons and bloudy ſacrifices, not onely of other creatures, but 
euen of men, wherewith 1n ancient time the heathen plea- 
ſed their gods, which were no other then Diuels. And rather 
then the Diuell will altogether want worſhip, he is ſowe- 
times contented to accept the paringsof nailes ;z as Serres 
from the confeſsion of certaine French Witches doth re. 
port. Some Authors write,that ſome ſorts of Sorcerers are 
obſcrued to faſten ypon men their Magicall mifchicuous 
effeRs, and workes , by conueying or deliuerirg vnto the 
perſons, whom they meane to aſſault, meats, or drinkes,or 
other ſuch like; as is cuident by the generalt knowne 
power of the Mapicke cups of the inchaunted Filtra or loue 
draughts : and as ſeemeth juſtified by S. e ſugaſtine, in his 
18. booke de Cinitate Des., making mention of a woman 
whobewitched others, by deliueringonlya picce of cheeſe. 
Some of our Jate Countrie-men haue obſerved, ſome 
Witches to miſchiefe or ſurpriſe ſuch as they intend mali- 
ciouſly to deſtroy , by obtaining ſame part or parcell of 
theirgarments, or any excrements belonging vnto them, 
astheir hayre, or the like. | 

It isnot to be doubted that the Diuell,that old Protens, 
1s able to change and metamorphiſle hts rites, ceremonies, 
and ſuperſtitions, into what new ſhapes or formes are beſt 
ſutable to his pleaſure and his fe]low-contraRtors moſt 
commodious vics and purpoſes, Concerning all the former 
mentioned , although it be exceeding difficult; nay; an 
impoſsible thing for any man to auouch cuery of them . 

true 


with the true Diſcouery thereof. Is 


frne in his owne knowledge or experience z yet for that 

ſome kindes of them wee may affuredly know and belecue 

from God himſelfe , who hath in his ſacred word nomina- 

red both * apparicions of the Diuel, as alſo, incantations, * Iſaiah 8.19, - 
charmes, * fpcls and familiarity with Spirits as alſo for * Sam. 1.29. 
that reaſon doth demonſtrate, that there may be many - , 
more kinds, beſides thoſe named of the fame likenefle, na- Las 
ture abuſed, and diueliſh vic ; and for that vnto otherſome, Hewicren, 
the credit, worth and merit 'of thoſe Writers by whom 

they hauc been obſerued and publiſhed, doth giue weight 

and eſtimation , it may be approoued as aninfallible con- 
cluſton, that whereſocucr any-of them or the like, being 
diligently enquired afcer, arceither really found, or in ap. 
parence or ſhew reſembling, that there (with the concur- 
rence of circumſtances, and approoued precedence of a 
manifeſt worke of Sorcery conſenting) that there, I ſay,it 
ought to be ſufficient & yncontroled matter,or occaſion of 

wuſt ſuſpicion and preſumption againſt the particular , in 
whom they areby 1ult witneſſes tree from exception, de- 
tected and palpably knowne, practiſed and exerciſed. As 

we haue now briefly reciced and called to minde ſomeforts 

of ſuch ceremonies, rites, ſuperſtitions, manners, inſtru» 
ments and geſtures asare annexed vnto that kinde of Sor- 

cery or Wicch-craft which conſiſteth in aRion:So let vs al- 

{o recite ſome other ſorts of ceremonics,rites,and ſuper- 
ſtitions, which belong vnto that kinde of Sorcery which is 
conuerſant- in diuinations, reuelations of things hidden, 
predi&ions,and prophecies. Diuinations according to na- 

tare orart, as Cicero diſtinguiſheth in his firſt booke de 
Dinuinatione, we doe not intend or purpoſe, but that diut- 
n2tion which the (ame Author in the ſame place doth refer 

into a power aboue mar,which he there termeth the power 

of the gods, betrweene whom and divination , the Srorckes 
make this reciprocation, S; ſit Dauinatio, Dy ſurt, fi Dy ſint 

eft Dininatzo ; that is, if there be right dininationor predt- 

&ion of thingsro come not contained in Att or Nature, 
certainly rhat diuination is of the gods, as reciprocally 

Q 2 where 
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where there are Gods, there is diuination. Here wee fee 
plainely, not onely the antiquity,but the dirc& originall of 
diuinations,2nd that they do manifeſtly derine themſelues 
from Idol-gods, from Infilels,from Idolaters. 

This is further euident likewiſe, by the gene rall current 
and report of all Hiſtories, euen from the firſt beginning 
and foundation of Rowe by Romulus,as through all ancient 
writings and writers, the frequent mention of Angury,2- 
ruſpicy, Extifpicy,2nd the like,doth plentifully witne(ſe. The 
holy Scripture alſo and Word of God doth teſtifi: the 
ſame, Dent. 18. wverſeg, 10, 11. wherediuination by the 
flying of fowles, by the obſeruation of times, and the like, 
are reckoned among the abominations of the Nations, or 
Gentiles. 8 

The originall then of Divinations iflving from Diuels 
(becauſe from falſe gods, the gods of the heathen and 
Idolaters) let vsfor the better noting of the abomination 
it ſelfe, obſerue and point out fome of their czremonies, 
manners, and ſuperſtitions alſo, | | 

Some in olde time vſed to diuine, as by the flying of 
fowles,ſo by viewing of lightning, by monſters, by lots,by 
inſpeQion of the Starres, by dreames, per monſtra, & por- 
zenta, fulgura, ſortes, In'omnia, per Aſira, as Ciceroteſlifieth 
at large in his bookes de Dininaticne. Some did vie todraw 
their Divinations out of tubs, or veſſels of water, wherein- 
to were caſt certaine thin plates of filuer and gold, and 0+ 
ther precious Iewels, by which the Diuecls ( which Infidels 
ignorantly called their gods) were allured to anſwere vnto 
demands, doubts, and queſtions, as is by Pe deſcribed, 
and was vſuall among the eſſrian conietors. Some de- 
rived their Diuinations from looking-glaſſes, wherein the 
Dwell ſatisfied vnto demands and queſtions, by figures 
and ſhapes there appearing. | 

This kinde of Diuination was called =m#jamia where. 
unto came very neere and was like »5axouamia. Some fetch 
their Diuinations by lots, taken from points,letters,cha- 
raQers, figures, words, (yllables, ſentences, which kinde of 

divination 
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diujnation is diſtinguiſhed by the name of »wwamia If we 
ſhould number vp cuery particular kinde of ſhape, wherein 
Diuination doeth ſhrowde it ſelfe, it would prooue a long 
and tedious voyag?, not onely through fire, water, ayre, 
earth,and other farre diſtant and diuided parts of the wide 
and ſpacious world, but through fiues, riddles,the guts and 
bowels of the dead, and many other ſecret haunts & holes, 
wherein as the invincible Zabyrmhs of intricate illufions, 
the Diuell doeth ſhadow and hide his ſubtill inſidiation of 
filly deceined man. | 
He that defireth more cariouſly to reade other particu- 
lars hercin,I referre him vnto S. e Auguſtine, de natura De- 
movum, and to Camerarins, de Dininationum generibus. It is 
ſufficient that the trueth and poſſiibilitie of theſe kindes 
of Diuinations and the like, with their ceremonies, rites, 
cuſtomes, and ſuperſtitions; as allo their deteſted origi- 
nall,end, vſe, and abomination, is eſteemed diuelliſh by the 
Word of 'God, and his moſt ſacred voyce, wherein vnder 
thoſe kindes of Divination, by the flying of fowles, obſer- 
uation of rimes, Dent. 18. verſe 10, 11, and 'vaine gazing 
and beholding the Starres, Iſaiah 47.1 9. he diſplayeth and 
iudgeth the nature and qualitie of all other the like, coue- 
red by what ſtiles or names ſoeuer. The enumeration of 
- any more ſorts, might increaſe in number, and aduancecu- 
rtolitie, but can adde nothing in ſubſtance or materiall vſe- 
The reaſon that the Diuell requireth theſe rites and cerc- 
monies, S. Augnſtine dozth declare 4b, 21. cap. 6. de Cinit. 
, Dei, Alliciuntur Demones (ſaith he ) per varia generalapi- 
dum, herbarum, lignorum, animalium,carminam, rituum, non 
vt animalia cibs ſed vt ſpirits ſignts, in quantum ſcilicet has 
15 adbibentur in ſignum dinins honors Tuins ipfe ſunt cupidi, 
That is, Diucls are drawneor Coniured, by divers kindes 
of ſtones, hearbes, woodes, creatures, words, rimes, rites, 
or ceremonies, not as lining creatures defire food, but as 
ſpirits reioyce or delight in fignes, becauſe thoſe ſignes ar- 
gue reſpeQ, worſhip, and honour, whereof they are very 
ambitious and deſirous, as affeRing Diuine worſhippe in 
3 malice 
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malice of God himfelfe and his Diuine worſhip. To the 
ſame purpoſe ſaith Binsfeldius Comment, vel Explicat. tn 
prelud. g. Deleftantur Damones ſignts cum imitars Deum 
ſtudeant in Sacramentis fats, That is, Diuels delight in 
ſignes, rites,and ceremonies, as deſiring to imitate,or to 
be like God in his Sacratnents. 

Wee haue ſummarily ( wherein for our information 1s 
ſufficient competence) preduced ſome few ſorts of cereme- 
nies, rites, and ſuperſtirious geſtures in both kindes,thar is, 
both ſuch as belong to that kinde of Sorcery, which con- 
ſiſteth ina, and working, as alſo that which is exerciſed | 
in Diuination, prediction, and revelation, 

The general! rule and reaſon is the ſame,and extendeth it 
ſcIfe cqually againſt both. 

Ler vs then in the concluſion thus conioyne them both 
together. What man is he among men ſoblind,who behol. 
ding in any man the former ceremonies,rites,preluſions,or 
geilures, being ſuſpicious notes, markes, cognizances, and 
badges of Sorcerers and Witches, in either kinde,and doeth 
not thinke that he may with good reaſon doubt the ordi- 
nary correſpondence of fruits, workes anſwerable there- 
ro? Vnto the former preſumption,if circumſtances of time, 
place, inſtruments and meanes, fitting ſuch diuelliſh Aces, 
opportunitie, and the like doe adde their force, docth not 
1uſt occafion of doubt increaſe ? For illuſtration and ex- 

als ample, let vs ſuppoſe a perſon of a curious and * inqui- 
Perkin: inhis fitiue diſpoſition: in things hidden or inhibited, a man 
diſcoucle of Voide of the feare and krowledge of God ,. a ſearcher 
Wach-craft, after. Sorcerers, and their diuelliſh Artes, educate among 
chap-1-pag-n, them by kindred , , affinitie , or neighbour-hood, with 
them hauing generall opportunitie vnto inchoation 1n- 
to that Diabolicall myſterie, a man likely and prone 
to become a receptacle of Diuels, expreſſed by his long 
obſerued , or knowne flying from, or hating all occafi- 
ons or places, where the name, mention, worſhippe, 
or adoration of Almighty God is in any kinde vſed ; a 


man out of whoſe curſed lips hath at any time beene _ 
the 
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the * renouncing of God, or voluntary profeſsion of Jo « Perkins 
and friendſhip vnto the Diuel (all which with horror ſome- chap. 3.pag: 
times my owneeares did heare, ina * woman at en open 4 8. diſcourſe 
a(siſe,being there indited vporfſuſpicion of Witch-crafr,) WH 
' Letvs yer further conſider in theſame man, an extraor- _ 
dinary alicnation of himlſelfe, from all ſocietie and com- wits 
pany with men ( for that familiar connerſation with Di- ready to pio- 
uels, begetteth an hatred and deteſtation, both of the re- feſſe, chat ſhe 
membrance of God or fight of men ) likewiſe a frequenta- yrs 
tion orfolemne haunting of deſarte* places,forſaken & vn- his —_— | 
accuſtomed of men, the habitations of Zym and /ym, burbeing ; 
graues and ſepulchres. This ſecmeth, A4ath. 8. Luke 8, *<4vired to 
Atarke 5.inthepoſſeſſed true. " Ron _ 
a , renounce 
—_ —_— —_ _ are both the habitacles Of the Diue!! & 
11 1s onely diffcrence, that the Witch doth all his works, 
willingly entertaine him, ſhe did refute 
His cuſtome of haunting tombes and ſepulchres, inthe '*,*® this 
one doth make it probable,and credible in the other. Like- —_— * 
wiſe a ſolitary ſolacivg himſelfe, or accuſtoming abroad Cvidelicar) 
oft, and vſually alone, and vnaccompanicd at times and for tharths 
houres vnuſuall and vncouth to mcn, 'as the moſt darke Dive! bad 
ſeaſons of the night, fitting the darke workes, and the jc. . _ 
workemen of the Prince of Darkenes. : <o k oo 
Let vs yet more particularly obſcrue this man branded he confelsion 
withthe former note, ſeeming or profeſsing to practiſe 2 Witches 
workes aboue the power and poſsibilitic of man, tothrea- cnng W 
ten or promiſe to performe , beyond the cuſtome of men, fe a 
whether in generall, or toward any particular, Ina diacl- Henry 4. of 
liſh intended aQtion bent againſt any particular, likewiſe France, 
wee may diligently examine any manifeſt ſpecial! prouo- 
cation, firſt giuen : ſecondly, an apparent apprehenſion 
thereof exprefſed by words, geſtures, or deedes; thirdly 
intention, or expeaation, ſucceeding the prouocation, 
ſtarting our ofr-rimes,or intimated by any raſh, vnaduiſcd 
or ſudaine proic of headie andvnbridled paſsion: fourth- 
ly,the opportunitie ſutable vato ſuch an intended defleigne, 
as time and place competent for acceſſe , ſpecch, 


ſighr, 
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fight, or receiving from,'or gining vnto the particular, a- 
gainſt whom ſuch divelliſh thoughts are ſer, avy thing, 
wherein any inchanted power or yertue is vſually hid and 
conueighed. | | 

After a Sorcerous deede is thus certainely obſerued to 
proccede, we may then further with vigilant circumſpeQi- 
on view,whether ought maybe detected,iuſtly arguing his 
\ reioycing pride, or boaſting therein, that tandeth juſtly 
ſuſpe&ed,or onght that may proove or expreſſe his doubr, 
or feare of diſcovery, his guilty lookes, cunning evaſions, 
ſhifting, lying, or contradiQory anſweres, and apologies 
vnto particulars vrged, 

Theſe circumſtances and the like,though each alone and 
ſingle may ſceme of nomoment or weight, yet concurring 
together, or aptly conferred, they oft produce a y orth 
from whence doth ifſue full & complete ſatisfaion, Yerz- 
ſimilia ſinguls ſuo pondere monent, coacernata mult un profici- 
wunt (faith Cicero) that is, every ſinglecircumſtance hath his 
weight and vſe, but conſenting and concurring together, 
they doe much aduantage. Since then what vertue or 
power ſocuer, circumſtances and preſumptions, doe vſual- 
ly atid generally vnfold in all other ſubie&s or matters 
whatſocuer, the ſame equally and as largely, reaſon doeth 
here diſplay and offer in this of Witch-craft : why ſhould 
not the like praiſe thereof herein alſo bee vrged and 
found, as likely and ſuccesful}? 1 doe not commend or 
allow the vſuall raft, fooliſh and fantaſticall abuſe of cir- 
cumſtances, nor their wreſting and forging, nor the con- 
juration or r2iſing vp of their likeneſſe, and ſhadowes, 
without any ſubſtance or trueth (as is too common and 
vulgar) out of meere fancy or deteRt of true judgement, 
without the due manifeſtation of a certaine crime firſt in 
this kinde aſſured. 

But where all the former circumſtances doe truely and 
really occurre; or moſt of them, or the moſt material! a- 
mong(t them with an apparant vecontrouled precedent 


enidence of anvndoubted ac of Sorcery, and are not in- 
direaly 
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direQly wreſted or guilefully extorted,but direQly proued, 
& fairely produced and vrged; what man inioying his com- 
mon ſenſe orreaſon, can be ignorant, what a large ſcope 
and faire ficlde they doe yeeldto fent, totrace and chace 
rhe moſt hidden and ſecret guilt of Witches whatſocuer, 
out of their vemoſt fhifting moſt cloſe couerts and ſubtill 
concealements ? 

I doe nor affirme circumſtances and preſymptions, fimp. 
ly in themſclues ſufficient to prooueor condemne a Witch: 
bur what reaſonable man will or can doubt or deny, where 
firſt a manifeſt worke of Sorcery is with true judgement 
diſcerned , and knowne certainely perpetrate : that the 
former circumſtances and preſumptions pointing vntea 
particular , doe giue ſufficient warrant, reaſon, and matter 
of calling that particular into queſtion, & of intoyning and 
vrgivg him vnto his purgation and juſtification from thoſe 
euill apparances, whereby through the differencies, t1arres, 
contrarieties, and contradi&ions of the falſe faces and 
vizardsof ſceming truth (becauſe identity and vnity is-pro= 
perly and ſolely found with truth ir ſelfe inviolable and the 
fare) guilrincfſe is oft vnable to finde a couerrt to hid it 
ſelfe, bur rubbed or galled vnte the quicke, doth breake 
out and iſſue forth in his owne pcrte& and gndecejuing lik- 
n:fſe. It may be obic&ed, that it doth commonly fall our, 
and is fo oft ſcene}, that the hearts of Witches are by the 
Diuell ſo poſſeſſed, fo hardned and ſealedvp againſt all 
- touch, either of any conſcience, or the lcaſt ſparke of the 
affeRions of men left inthem , that there is no poſlibility, 
or hope of any prevalence, by the preſsing of any pre. 
ſumprions or citcumſtances, which they for the moft part 
will anſwere with wilfull and peruerſe ſilence, 

This is and may be ſometimes true, yet isno ſufficient 
reaſon, why due proofe and eryall ſhould not alwayes dili- 
gently be made herein, ſince fi-ſt experience it ſelfe doth 
witneſſe a manifeſt bene fite thereby: ſecondly, the like rea= 
{onable courſe and practice is knowne both vſuall, fruitfull 
and effeQuall in all other diſquiſitions, and inquiſitions 
- whatſocuer : and thirdly, the Diuell himſelfe, the rug 
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and Sorcerers great and graund Maſter, though of farre 
fewer words then Witches,(as ſcldome ſpeaking at ali)and 
abounding with farre more ſubtiltic and cunning z yet is 
he not able by all his art or.cunning, alwayes to hide his 
owne workes,butby prefumptionsand circumſtances, wiſe 
and vnderſtanding hearts doe oft diſcerne and diſconer 
them, as is by dayly experience ſcene and teſtified, and is 
confirmed by the proofe which all holy and godly men 
haue euer had thereof. And to this purpoſe, and for this 
cauſe the holy Scripturedoth require Gods choſen children, 
to ſift and try the Spirits, whether they be of Gcd or no; 
: that is, whether they be of his holy ſpirit , or of the euill 
ſpirit which is. the Diuell. 

Although therefdre God for his owne ſecret decree, or 
purpoſe , doe permit the Diuell ſometimes to hide and 
ſhadow the guilt of his afſociates, Witches and Sorcerers, 
from the fight or deprehenſion of man, and thereby ,ſome- 
times, fruſtrate mans iuſt endeuour and duty of their dif. 
couery ;. yet doth. he not totally or alcogether herein ſub- 
ice, or captivate, or abridge mans power or poſsibility of 
preualence , cuen againſt all the power and force of Diels, 
as g""_ our dulleſt ſenſes cannot chooſe bur wit- 
nefle, | 

Could the Diuell, or their owne craft whatſocuer, deli. 
ver the Sorcerers from deſtruction out of the hands of Saxl, 
who iuſtly deſtroyed. them all out of the Jand of Iſrael, x, 
Sam.18.verſe g.or out of the hands of /oſias,who according 
to lawe , tooke away or aboliſhed all that had familiar 
Spirits, and. Southſayers. 2. Kings cyap.23. verſe 24,? The 
extirpation of theſe Sout hſayers, by thoſe Princes, was 
commended of God, and by his awe commanded, Leurr. 
20.27. Theſame Lawe of God commaundeth, that no man 
be iudged or put todeath, but by the mouth of two wit. 
nefſes, from whence it is neceſſarily colle&ed , that the 
workes of Sorcery are not alwayes hidden,but oft-times (o 
open, that they may be manifeſtly noted ; otherwiſe, how 
could they be teſtified, which ynto their condemnation the 


Lawedoth cuer preſuppoſe and neceſſarily commaund ? 
Neither 
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Neither is this Lawe of God any thing diſcrepant from 
the common! equity of all Jawes , or from reaſon it ſelfe : 
firft, for that many workes of Sorcery doe immediately in 
their firſt view , manifeſt themſclues tothe ſenſe, as is eui- 
dent, by the miraculous workes of the Enchaunters of E- 
gypt, praQtiſed in the fight of Pharaoh King of Egypr. 
Secondly,for that many workes are apparent manifcſtly ro 
Reaſon, in which,though the ſenſe cannot immediately dif. 
cerne, or take notice of their quality and authour ; yet by 
neceſſary inference and euidence of reaſon,they are certain- 
ly and demorſtratiuely prooued to ifſue from the power 
and force of Spirirs and Diuels, as hath beene formerly de- 
clared , concerning both workes and alſo dininations, pro- 
phecies,and reuelations hidden from alt curioſity and poſ- 
ſibility of man. Thirdly , for that circumſtances and pre- 
ſumptions doe with good and likely reaſon call into queſtt. 
on ; and iuſtly charge with ſuſpicion (as hath beene in. 
ſtanced) concerning the performe1s and praQtiſers of cere- 
monious rites, ſuperſti:ious g«ſturcs, ations and manners 
vſuall vnto Witches and Sorcerers. Since then, as is before 
prooved, Almighty God doth inioyne a neceſsity of teſti- 
monies , yntoall condemnations and judgements of death 
whatſocuer, and reſtimony doth alwaies neccflarily include 
2 manifeſtation of whatſocuer is teſtified, either to ſenſe,or 
reaſon, or both ; it followeth as a neceſſary conclufion vn- 
to all that hathbin ſaid : that from things either manifeſt 
to ſenſe, or cuident to reaſon, ifluzth wholly and totely,not - 
onely the reaſonable and likely way of dete&ion of 
Witches, but the very true way by God himſcIfe,in all true 
reaſon intended and commanded, And from this way it is, 
both by multitudes of examples, by experience and reaſon 
manif<c{t, that neither Witches, nor the Diuel himſelfe is 
alrogether able to hide or defend their guilt. Diligence 
therefore herein duely and carefully exerciſing it ſelfe cer- 
tainely ſhall not, nor can prooue the Lawe of God yaine, 
nor the owne endeuour fruſtrate of voide, although haply 
diflicultics and impediments may ſo:ntimes interrupr,as - 
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all other caſes and affaires is vſuall, 

Thus hath beene mage maniteit how Witch-craft is diC 
coucrabie by ſenſe, and euzdent by reaſon; likewiſe, that ic 
is no more inſ{crutable or hidden from deteRion in the in- 
quiſition thereof, by ſignes of preſumption, probable and 
likely conieRure or ſuſpicion , then all other intricate or 


hidden ſubic&s , or obicas ofthe vader{tanding whatſo- 


euer. For ,alchough preſumptions are alone no ſufficient 
proofe, yet doc they.yeeld matter and occaſion of djligent 
and judicious inquiſition, which is the reaſonable way and 
dues method of vpright proceeding,and the common,hopo- 
full and warranted path voto all deteions, inall other 
caſ:s of doubt and difticulty whatſoever ; wherein I ſee no 
cauſe or reaſon, why judicious, wary and wiſe praiſe and 
proofe, weighing and preſsing circumſtances intothe bone 
and marrow, ſhould not cqually, in caſe of Witch«craft, as 
in all other caſes of judgement and inquifitions(.though 
not cucr becauſe that exceedes the nature of preſumption). 
£qually , I fay, and as oft ſhould not confound the guilty, 
and chaſe and winde out as faire an iſſue, 

Certainely, if men would more induſtriouſly exerciſe 
their ſharper wits, exquiſite ſenſe,and awaked judgements, 
according vnto the former reaſonabie,religious,and iudici- 
ous wayes , exempt from the burthen and incumbrance of 
blinde ſuperſtitions,traditionary and imaginary inuentions 
and cuftomes , no doubt, bur experience would yeeld and 
bring forth in ſhort time, a much more rich increaſe of 
fatisfaRion, and more happy dereRion in judicial] pro- 
ceedings, 

It 1s true , that in the caſe of Witch-craft many things. 
are very. difficult, hidden aud infolded in miſts and clouds, 
ouerſhadowing our reaſon and beſt vnderſtanding. 

Notwithſtanding, why ſhould men be more impatient or 
deieced, that in matters of Witch-craft, many things are 
oft hidden from our knowledge, and diſcouery, when the 
ſame darkeneſſe, obſcurity, difficvity and doubtfulneſle, is 
a thing ordinary in many other ſubicRs beſide, as.necel- 


fary. 
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ſary vnto vs, and-concerning which, itmay be nolefſe:truce 
ly ſaid; that: in this like of morrality, much mere is that 
which is rnknowne.,/ then that which is knowneand reucas 
Icd vntovs.: [617 [1 Lt Ci \ Nee 00f9 51 
Hence is. that ancient. ſaying of the' Philoſopher: Hoc 
tantum /cio, quod nihil ſcio, that 1s, 10 few are thoſe things, 
which are demonſtratively; truely, and certainely knowne, 
that they are:nothing in compariſon of the tnfimite number 
and multitude of ſuch things;as are either onely probable, 
or obſcure or 1n{crutable.: © ': ; 2 wot Das oy 
For to deny that God hath giuen voto man a great mea- 
ſure of knowledge in wanythings,\ere not onely grofſe 
darknefſe and blindnefle, but great ingratitude;:yea'im- 
piety. Neuerthelcfſe, itwere alſo as great fatuity notto ſce 
or. acknowledge , that God: hath mixed. this knowledge 
with mucty intricate difficulty and ambiguity; which nor- 
wichſtanding he-dorh in hiswiſedome mere orlcfie-reveale 
diſtribute and:difpenſe, in feucrall meaſares; rnto feucra}l 
men, according totheir ſeucra}bcares; ſtudics, indefatiga- 
ble paines, and more induſtrious indeauour,inſeeking and 
inquiring it: ir defe& whereof more commonly theneither 
in Gods decceed reſtraint, or naturcs abnuence, mens de- 
fires and Jaboursare ſooktenannihilate. JOMNs be 


» 


CHAP. XIII, ONE 
The confutation of diners erroneous Wayes,unto tht diſcontryof 
FPuches, walgarly receined and approoutd. ; | [7 


A S true religion doth truely teachthe true worſhip of 
God in thar true manner which he requireth, and 
commandeth : ſo ſuperffitionin an vnapt meaſure or man- 
ner, doch offer vpand ſacrifice her vaine & fovljſh zeale or 
feare. Vnto hertherefore & her ſacrifice,thusdoth Almigh=» 
ty God'reply;Who requiret'this ar'your handse1 hate and 
abhorr& your Sabborhs and'your rew Mooney, 1/4.12.13. 
The heather Oratonr-cotttfy;Rebyio continerur ciitu'pro 
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has ' The Trialb of Witch traft, 
Deorum. True religion confifieth in the holy and true wer- 
ſhip of Ged. Vntothe aduancing of the worſhjp.of the true 
God, theextirpation of Witches and Witch-craft (becauſe 
it is the moſt abominable kinde of Idolatry )is a fpeciall fer. 
vice, and acceptable duty vnto God, cexpreficly commane 
ded by himſelte, Dent.1 7.3.4.5. 

In the performance theretore of this worſhip;as it is ſolely 
and trucly religious; toſecke their extermination by thoſe 
meanes , and in that manner.,:whichAlmightie God doth 
approue and allow : ſo with miſgouerned zeale or feare, in 
the ignorance , or negleR of the right manner or way , in- 
confiderately to fellow vnwarranted pathes thereto,is 
plaine Superſtition L 3S909 35% to 43. | 

Inlizs Sealiger, in his third booke of Poetric , thus de- 

ſcribeth very lively the nature of Superſtition. Superſittio 
ſattsfacit ad notandum cum habitum, quo metuimgs, aut Deun 
ſine ratione, aut &5 apers attriburmus que opera ne copitauit quiz 
ders pnquam fic, that is, this wordSupetitition doth ſerue 
to (et. forth chan habir ordifpoſition of minde, wherein 
wee worſhip or ſo'feare God,as 15 voide of cauſe or reaſon, 
or vnto our ow ac hurt or datnage, we attribute vnto God, 
as of God thoſe workes or things, which Almighty God 
himſelfe neucr thaught-or:intended;' The word which the 
Greekes v(e for Superſtition, is 9indzworin,inconſulta + abſur- 
da dining potentie formido,that is, an abſurd, and ill-aduiſed 
feare or worfhip of God, which certainely 15 there , where 
he neither, requireth ir, nor is true.<auſe or reaſon either of 
lsch worſhip, or.inſach ſort or manner. 

In this ſpeciall part therefore of the worſhip and feare of 
God,namely., inthe diſcoyery.of Witch-crate and Sorcery, 
as wee have before laboured to finde out thoſe wates which 
are lawfujl, iuſtifiable,.and.allowed.: ſo let vs now briefely 
diſplay. the; folly-and vanity of erroneous and blind pathes, 
pointing ..deceitfully thereto.z that we ſecke not ſuper{tiri- 
ouſly to ſerue God, in our-inioyned and-commanded du- 
tics of the diſcoucries of Witches, with,ourowne vanities 
or tollics, raſh inucntions,or douices;bur in. eoalonapleut 3 

| | ulcreete 
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diſcreete and religious proceeding,which is oncly and fole- 
ly acceptable with God, ate 
In former ages andtimes, have been publiſhed by divers 

writers, many ridiculous traditions, herein ſo vaive,and fo 
farre vnworthy any ſerious confutation,that they (ſcarce de. 
ſerue ſo much as bare mention. 

Of chis ſort are the imaginedprofligations of the:fits of 
the bewitched:; by beholding the face of a Prieſt, by being 
touched by hallowed ojntments; or liniments, by the ver- 
tuc of exorciſation,of incenſe, of odours, ofcertaine mums 
bled ſacred or miſticall words. 

' Iwilltherefore omit theſe,as by time it ſelfe worne exa- 
Icte, found worthleſle,and almoſt of later writers left name- 
lefle, and will onely oppoſe and examine ſuch later experi- 
ments , as doe in our time and country moſt preuaile in 


elteeme, 
> + ao 


K————_—— 
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CH AP, XIIIL 


The cating of Witches mts the water, Seratching, Beating, 
Pinching, «nd araWving of blood of Witches, 


I T is vulgarly credited, that the caſting of ſuppoſed Wit- 
ches bound into the water,and the water refuſing or not 
ſuffering them to ſinke within her boſome or bowels, is 
an infallible deteGion that ſuch are Witches, 

If this experiment be true, then muſt it neceſſarily ſo be, 
citherasa thing ordinary,or as a thing extraordinary : be- 
cauſe nothing can happen or fall our, that is not limited 
within this circuit or compaſle. 

That which isordinary,is naturall;as likewiſe that which 
is natural, js ordinary. AriSFetle inthe ſecond of his Erhickes 
ſaith of that which is naturall, quod alzter non aſſurſeit,that 1s, 
ordinarily it is notorherwiſe , then ever the ſame, From: 
whence it doth follow by good conſequent, that whatſo- 


ever is ordinary , muſt be naturall, becauſe it _—_ the 
ame 
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ſame caurſeand order, which'is the property of nature. 

For this cauſe Scalzger in his booke de ſubtilizate faith, 
Naturaeft ertinaris Dri poteſtas;that is, nature is the ordi- 
nary power of 'God , ir- the ordinary courſe and ponern- 
ment of all things.” '. 57117 | { 

If rhen this experiment in the tryall of Wirches, be as a 
thing ordinary (as it 15 vulgarly eſteemed)ir muſt be found 
likewiſe! naturall. If it cadnorbe found naturall, it cannot 
be ordinary. That it is not, nor cannot be naturall, ismani- 
feſt, | | 
Firſt, for that the ordinary nature of things ſenſelefle and 
yoide of reaſon, dothnot diſtinguiſh one perſon from an- . 
other, vertuefrom vice, agood man' from an euill man. 
This our Sauiour himfelfe doth confirme, Math. 5.verſe.z 5. 
God .maketh his ſunne tro ariſe onthe euill, and the good, 
and ſendeth raine on the juſt and vniuft. 

Nay, we may further obſcrue in the booke of God, and 
alſo reade in the booke of nature and common experience, 
that the common benefit of nature, is not onely vouchſz- 
fed vnto all wicked men indifferently, but euen vnto Diuels 
themſelues, who doe: not onely participate in nature the 
common efſence, faculties and powers,proper ynto the ſub- 
Nance and nature of all other Spirits ; but alſo doe exerciſe 
theſe powers and ſpirituall forces vſually vpon other infert- 
our natures; (ubieR vnto theirſupernatora}l nature, reach 
and efficacy, as is often ſcene in their workes euen vpon 
the bodies and goods of theblefſed Saints and ſonnes-of 
God 1 . $a 


Hereby then is cuident, that nature cannot take notice, 
or diſtinguiſh a wicked man, no not a Diucll,and therefore 
much lefſe a Witch. | 

But here may be obieRed, thar diners herbs and other 
ſimples, producemany {irange and wonderedeftc&s;by an 
hidden ſecret , and occult qualitie and property in nature, 
thovgh there appeare no manifeſt qualitie oft-times in 
them,by which in reaſon or probabilitic they ſhould or can 
bee cftQuall thereto, This Phyſicions-doedayly _ 

an 
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and prooue true, | x 

Why then may not- there bee likewiſe yeelded the 
like hidden power,or antipathericaſl vertue inthe natureof 
the element of water, and thereby a Witch bee deteRed; as 
well without knowne cauſe or jreaſon thereof in nature; ' 
notwithſtanding naturally the evils or diſcaſes both -of 
body and minde , are both deteQed, and cured by ele- 
mentary ſubſtances or compoſitions , in which there is no 
manifeſt knowne proportion therewith ? 

It is truly anſwered , that although in this ſuppoſed ex- 
periment of the diſpoſition of the element of water to- 
wards Witches , caſualty may haply ſometimesſeeme to 
iuſtifie it true yer is not this ſuſticient tocnince it a thing 
naturall. Thoſe things which are naturall,neceſſarily and 
euer produce their cffe& , except ſome manifeſt or extra- 
ordinary interception or impediment hinder, 

Thus fire doth neceſſarily, ordinarily,and alwaies burne 
and conſume any combultible matter or fucll being added 
thereto, except either ſome manifeſt or extraordinary hin- 
drance oppoſe it. The like may be aide of all other ele» 
ments for their naturall ef:&s in their proper obieRs. 
Naturall medicines likewiſe, ifrightly accommodated with 
pradence, arr and diſcretionvnto the rightdiſeaſe, doc ne« 
uer faile theirvſuall produQionsor effects. 

This Almighty God in his holy writ doth conftrme, and 
long and aged experience of many hundreths of yeares 
hath ſacceſliuely witneſſed , wherein the ancient records of 
all learned wricers , haue ever teſtified innumerable medt- 
cinal herbs and drugpes, certainely and truely to bee cuer 
thoſame. Preſent times doe likewiſe ſee & witnes it, andno 
mandeth orcan doubt itinthe right proofe. Concerning 
any ſach natureor cuſtome in the element of water, in the 
refragation of Wicches, who was as yct cuer able to write 
and fully refolue, or prooue it ordinary, necefſary,certaine, 
euer or for the moſt pare, not failing as is in caurſe of na- 
ture moſt infallible and neuer doubted? What former ages 
have ſucceſsiuely vouchſafed che mention of truth or cer- 

S tainty 
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tainty therein ? Hath Almighty God, at all, ſo much ag 
approued any opinion or thought thercot?Is it not rather 
to be juſtly doubted, thar it may be eſteemed among the a- 
bominations of the Gentiles,which God ji: his people doth 
deteſt, Dent. 18. verſe g? Doeall men 1n our time, or 
good and iuſt men auouch their owne proofe in the tryall 
thereof? Or contrariwiſe, doe not many wiſe, religious, 
learned and equall minds with reaſon reic& and contemne 
it ? Doth Law as yet eſtabliſh it, or reaſon prooue it? How 
canic then be propoſed as equiualent with thoſe reaſonable 
meanes or wayes, of iuſt proceedings or tryalls, which 
God, hisdiuine Lawe, his law of nature, iudgement. reaſon, 
experience, and the lawes of menhaue euer witneſſed, per- 
petually and onely affured certaine and infallible ? 

Ie wanteth the vniuerſall teſtimony of former ages and 
Writers;inthis our age it is held in 1calouſie with the moſt 
iudicious, ſage, and wiſe - It hath no reaſonable proofe, no 
tuſtifiable tryall hath dared to aueuch it ypon publike re- 
cord, no lawe hath as yet,thought it worthy of admittance; 
and che Lawe of God is not prooucd to proove or approue 
i, If ir had beene athing natural}, ordinary, of neceſlary, 
or of certaine operation or power,and thercin ſo euidently 
remarkeable, ir is impoſſible ir ſhould have eſcaped au- 
thenticall approbation , or the ſame notable teſtimonies, 
which all other tryed cruths haue cuer obtained. From the 
former premiſes therefore we conclude, that it cannot be a 
thing naturall, neceſſary or ordinary. If it be not ordinary 
then is it not alwatcs the ſame ; if not alwayes the ſame, 
then isit ſometimes failing; if ſmetimes failing, then is ic 
not infallible; if not infallible, then in no true judgement or 
juſtice co be truſted or credited. It now remaineth to iny 
quire, whether being prooued falſe or ordinary, it may not 
be prooued true as extraordinary (for toeſteeme or grant 
it both is an impoſibility in nature, and an abſurdity inrea- 
ſon.) Let vs grant, it may be iudged ahd deemed extraordi- 
vary ; the next doubt then remaining is, whether being ex- 


traordinary or miraculous, it be of God or of the _ 
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The reaſon why ſome men ſuppoſe it ſhould be of God, 
is, for that the water is anelement which is vſcd in Bap= 
tiſme , and therefore by the miraculous and extraordinary 
power of God, doth reic& and refuſe thoſe who haue re 
nounced their vowe and promiſe thereby, made vnro God, 
of which ſort are Witches. 

' Tfthis reaſon be ſound and good , why ſhould not Bread 
and Wine, being elements in that Sacrement of the Eucha- 
rilt , be likewiſe noted and obſerued to trurne backe, or fly 
away from the thraotes, mouthes, and teerh of Wirches ? 
and why,{if for the former reaſon, the water being an cle- 
ment inthe Sacrament of covenant, made with ,in the 
firſt initiation into the faxth,doe for that cauſe refuſe to re 
ccive Witches into her boſome, and thereby giue an infa!- 
lible proofe of a Witch ? ) Why, 1 ſay, ſhould not by the 
ſame reaſon Bread and Wine,being elements in the Sacra- 
ment of confirmation and growth of faith, refuſe and fly 
from thoſe much more,whoſe faith and promiſe made vnto 
God in riper and more vnderftanding yeares, is by them 
renounced ? And why for that cauſe,ſhould not Bread and 
Wine become as infallible markes and teitimonies vnto 
the deteRtion of Witches? If the reaſon be good in the firſt, 
it muſt neceflarily be theſame in the ſecond ; and if it faile 
in the ſecond, it cannot be goodor ſound in the firſt. Nei- 
ther doth it or can it ſtand with any good reaſon at all,thar 
becauſe ſo ſmal part of the element of water,is ſet apart vn- 
to that religious ſeruice in the Sactament ; therefore , the 
whole element of water, or all othcr waters muſt thereby 
obtaine any generall common property aboue the kinde 
or nature. Neither is itas yet agreed, or concluded gener- 
ally among the moſt learned , and reucrend Dinines, whe- 
ther that (mall part of water which in patticularis ſet apart, 
or vſcd inthe Sacrament,doth thereby receive any manifeſt 
alteration at all in ſubſtance, efſence, natvre or quality. If 
then that part of the element of water it ſelfe, which is hal- 
lowed vnto that holy vie,be not inanifeſted, or apparent! 
prooucd to be thereby indowed with any vertue,muchleſle 

Sy 2 can 
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can it communicate any vertue vnto other waters , which 
did nor participate therewith in the {ame religious ſervice, 
Except then there may be prooucd by this religious vic of 
water, ſome more endowment of ſenſe or religion therein, 
then is in other elements, why ſhould ir more fly from a 
Witch then the fire , then the ayre , then the earth ? The 
fire doth warme them, the ayre flyeth not from them, but 
giucth them breathing ;-the earth refuſeth not to beare 
them, to feede them, to bury them. Why then ſhould the 
water alone runne away or flye from them 2 It may be an... 
ſwered, that ic is a miracle,whereof therefore there neither 
can nor ought reaſon in nature to be demaunded or giuen. 
If it be a miracle,it is either a true miracle, which onely and 
*Noneft c ſolely doth exceed the power of any * created nature, or is 
ms oe a ſeeming miracle by the power of the Diucll , working 
palicer for- effeRs inreſpeR of mans reaſon, nature, and power ſuper- 
mar: necquiſ- naturall and impoſſible ; notwithſtanding confined and 
quam hoc limited within thegenerall rule , reaſon and power of vni- 


__ we ucrſall nature, which he * cannot exceed ortranſcend,being 
Deus. Aug. . 3 finite creature, and no infinite Creator. 


dc Trin. Miracles, of the firſt kinde, arc raiſing from the dead the 
* Auguſtinus ſon. of the widow of Sarepta , by Elias 3. of the kings, 17. 
4.00 ve G the diniding the water of Jordan with Elias cloake, 4, of the 
—_ merry Kings 2, the curing ofthe ficke by S. Pauls handkercher, 
tur, Dzmon: A, 5.19, the raiſing Lazarus by our bleſſ;d Sauiour, and 
Alia non pot- the like. 

eſt, erfi per- Miracles of the ſecond kinde, are all rhe wockes of the 


7s >" Enchanters of Egypt, Exod. 7, which were onely Giuellifh 
homo poreſt, ſleights, canning * imitations, counterfets, and Diabolt- 
ambulareſi call reſemblances and ſhadowes of the true miracles, 
non prohi- wrought by Almighty God, in the hand of his ſeruant 
beatur, volare Moſes 


non potcſt, ct- es $5 R , 
[i nn If this miracle, or this miraculous dete&ion of Witches 


Perr. Lomb. by water, be of this later kinde, it is of the Diuell; and is 
Sent. lib, 2, not to be eſteemed or named, where the Name of God is 


Ts feared or called ypon. 


Foralthoughthe cunning fraude of the Diucll,abone and 
beyond 
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beyond all capacitic of the weake ſenſe and vnderſtanding 


of man, doe fo lively oft-cimescaſt before our eyes, the 


outward ſhape and fimilitude of the miracles of God, that 
man is not able cafily to diſtinguiſh them, or at firſt ſight 
to put a true difference : yet muſt men ſindiouſly, and cir- 
cumſpealy be aduifed herein, leſt rafhly they confound, or 
equall rhevile and abiect illuſions of that damned creature 
the Diucll (thongh neuer ſo wonderfull in our eyes) vnto 
the infinite power ofthe Almighty Creator, in his true and 
truely created miracles , which isan high diſhonour vnto 
our God, and accurſed impiety, FO. 
For this cauſe, the holy Scripture hath admoniſhedand 
warned the weakenefle of humane vnderſtanding, notto be 
tranſported by fignes and wonders, nor to truſt or giue 
credit to euery miracle > andour Sauiour himſclfe, 2th. 
24.verfe. 24. doth furnifh his Diſciples with carefull war- 
nivg herein. AndS. Jobn,in his Revelation fore-telleth,that 
in the latter dayes and times, the Diuell and the great 
Whore of Babylon, ſhall wich great ſignes, wonders, and 
miracles, ſeduce and decciue the laſt ages, and people of 
the world. | | 
Since then miracles are of no validity, except certainely 
and truely knowne to. be of God ; and fincealto it is'not 
eaſic for euery Spirit to diſcerne thereinz let vs duely exa- 
| mine and ſift this our ſuppoſed and propoſed miracle in the 
tryal- and deteGion of Witches. Perrus Gregorins Thole- 
' fanus in his Syntagma Juris lib, 2. cap. 13. ina tratate con- 
cerning the Relicks and 'Monuments of Saints , together 
with miracles, doth giue very honeſt, ſound, and ſubitanti- 
alldireRion, | 
Firſt, thar all credited miracles be found and allowed by: 
religious lawes and authoritie. | | 
Secondfy, that the perſons by whom they are firſt reuea- 
ledor knowne,or by whom they areanouched,be teſtes 5de- 
nes, orig, exceptione mazores, that'is, that they be worthy 
witnefles of vndoubted and vnſtained credit and worth, free 


from all inſt exception, of holy life, and vnſtained conuer- 
S 3 ſation, 
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ſation. Without theſe cautions (ſaith he) no miracles 
' ought tobceſtecmed, or received as of truth, - ; 

How farre our vulgar tryail of Witches, by the ſuppoſed 
miraculous indication and detcRion of them by the water, 
is different from this care or reſpe&, this equitie,religion, 
or humanitic, common practiſe doth openly declare, when 
without allowance of any law, or reſpe&t of common ciui- 
litie, cucry priuate,, raſh, and turbulent perſon}, vpon his 
owne ſurmiſe of a Witch, dare barbarouſly vndertake by 
vnciuill force and lawlefſe violence, to calt poore people 
bound into the water , and there deteine them , for their 
owne vaine and fooliſh.luſts , without ſenſe, or care of the 
ſbamefull wrong, or injury, which may befall oft-timesin- 
nocents thereby. 

Though this kinde of tryall of a Witch, might haply 
-. prooue in it ſelfe worthy to be allowed , yet is it not in c- 
uery priuate perſon juſtifiable, or tolerable, or without 
warrant of authoritic in any fort excuſable. The manner 
therefore of this vulgar tryall muſt needs witlriuſt and 
honeſt mindes, vncontrouerſedly, and vndoubtedly , be 
ruſticall, barbarous, and rude. Now to returne againe into 
thetruth of the miracle itſelfe in this tryall. | 

Firſt, let vs enquire with Perrus Gregorius,what religious 
lawes or authoritie haue admitted ir as true. 

Secondly, what religious,reuerend, judicious, graue, or 
holy SpeRarors, or eye-witnefles doe auouch it. Let vs yet 
farther proceede with the ſame Author, in the fore-named 
Syntagma, 16.3 4.cap.21, and by ſome other rules, farther 
examine this miracle, if itbe well and duely auouched and 
credited,concerning the being thereof, whether thatbeing 
be nota being of the Diuell, & of his miracles. { onatus om- 
ns Damonum ( (aicth the Author) onum haber generalem ſco- 
pum, operibus Des ſe obycere, es debitum honorem ſubfurari, 
pios hominum «nims ſibi lucri facere, & a vero Deo retrabere. 
That is, the workes of the Diucll haue one generall ſcope; 
namely, to oppoſe themſeluexagainſt the workes of God, 


to rob God of his honour , ito drawe the ——_— 
rom 
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from God, and to gaine them vnto himſelfe. Let ys now 
conſider the fore-named miracle by theſe rules. 
Concerning the approbation thereof. by any religious 
lawes or authority, I haue newer rcad my (elfe, nor haue 
heard by others, of any authentike ſuffrage from clafſicall 
Author, and with good reaſon, I may conceiue and iudge a 
nullity therein. | 
Concerning any religious,learned,and iudicious Spea- 
tors and auouchers of this miracle, whoſe faith and credit 
may be wholly free from al tuſt exception,it hath cuer been 
difficult and hard taske to furniſh any true ſufficiencie or 
competency in this kinde, theugh multitudes and ſwarmes 
of deceived Vulgars , continually and violently obtrude 
their phantaſticall ſominations. Since then as yet there 
doth no manifeſt law ſtand vp to patronage this miracle, 
and the learned , religious, and holy man able todiſcerne 
and judge, and free from exception, isnot atall, or hardly 
to be produced or found to auouch or countenance it truez 
it may be with goodreaſon ſuſpeRed, and thatreaſon may 
iuſtly diſſ»ade all ſodaine, raſh, or haſty credir or truſt 
thereof. Now let vs examine, if it were vndoubtedly tobe 
aſſumed as true , whether being true, it be not astruely of 
the Diuell; And firſt let vs conſider, whether it doe nor op- 
poſe the workes of God, which was the firſt dire&ion of 
Gregoring, It is herein truely conuidted, becauſe thenouel- 
ty and ſuppoſed miraculous force and might thereof, doth 
firſt viuaily and eaſily intiſe vnſctled braines, raſhly to for- 
ſake! the wayes of 'iudgement.and tudicious legall procee- 
ding, which-is the ordinance and worke of God : ſecondly, 
doth imbolden ſtaggering and vareſolued minds preſump- 
tuouſly without warrant to cxpeR, roaskeor ſeeke a figne 
or miracle, which ordinarily or vnneceflarily required, our 
bleſſed Sauiour apertly condemneth, XZath.16, An adulte. 
rous and vnbelecuing generation doth ſceke a {igne or mi- 
racle. Andas herein it direly oppoſeth againſt the decree 
and worke of God;folikewiſe by giving occaſion and way, 


that ſuppoſed miracles may become vulgarly commonand 
ordinary 
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ordinary , whereby the: true miracles and miraculous 
workes of God alſo may grow with vndiſcerning men of 
lefſe eſteeme, vile and of no accompt. Nam miracula Des 
aſſiduitate viluerant (aichS. e Auguſtine) the miracles and 
miraculous workesof God,beingoft ſcene, become of final 
or no reputation. The ſecond eryall of a falſe miracle, was 
the robbing of God of his due honour and praiſe, which in 
this propoſed miracle is partly proouecd ; by making the 
extraordinary work'or viſe of miracles ordinary, and there- 
by derogating from the power, worth and nature of Gods 
true miracles (as isbeforeſaid): partly by vnthankfull vn- 
der-valewing , omitting, or relinquiſhing the ordinary 
meanes of tryals and detections of doubtfull truths, which 
God hath made & giuen in his good grace ; and therefore 
their contempt and negle& isa manifeſt robbing of God of 
his due praiſe and glory therein. The third tryall of the Di- 
uels property inmiracles, was theſeducing of mens hearts 
from God vnto himſelfe , which in our ſuppoſed miracle 
may be necefſarily concluded, For if the miracle ir ſclfe be 
ypon good grounds before alleaged, rightfully deemed co 
bee of the Dinell; irmuſt neceflarily follow, that whatſo- 
euer eſteeme or reputation 1s giuen thereto, is a ſecret 
ſacrifice of ignoranceor ſuperſtition vntot he Diuell, and 
an hidden and couert ſeduction from God : and thus hath 
beene proeued, or at leaſt, with good reaſon allcaged, Firit 
thar the tryall of Witches by water, is not vaturall or ac- 
cording to any reaſontn nature.Secondly,if it be extraordi- 
nary and a miracle, that it is in greater likelihood andpro- 
bability a miracle ofthe Diucllro inſnare, thea any mani. 
feſt miracle of God toglorific his name, which is the true 
end of right miracles. Concerning the other imagined tri- 
als of Witches , as. by beating, ſcratching, drawang bloud 
from ſuppoſed.or ſuſpeRed Witches, whereby it is ſaid that 
the fits or diſeaſes of the bewitched do ceaſe miraculouſly; 
as alſo concerning the burning of bewitched cattell, where- 
by it is ſaid, tharthe Witchis miraculouſly compelled to 
preſent her {elfe. | 


Theſe 
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Theſe, and the like,I thinke it vaine and needlefle;parti- 
cularly or ſingly to'cenfute, becanſe it doth diretly ap- 
, bytheir examination, accordingto the formerrules 
produced againſt- the naturalizing of the dete&ion of 
Witches by caſting them into the water, thar firſt they are 
excluded out of the number of things naturall: ſecondly, 
that being reputed as miracles, they will aHfo berather 
inſtiy indged miracles of the Divell, then of God; by the 
former reaſons which haue ſtripped the ſuppoſed miracy- 
lousdereRion of Witches by the water,of any hopefull 0- 
pinion that they can be of God, | | 
Nor: doth ourlaw now in force , differ here from re. 
ie&ting fach like miraculous trialls.See the triafl by Ordrf 
aboliſhed by Parliament the third yeare of Henry the third, 
Coke 9.Rep, Caſe Abbot de Strata e Mercella Fol.; 3. 
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T he exploration of Witches, by ſupernatural rexelationtin the 
bewitched, by ſignes and ſecret markes ,' declared by the be. 
witched, tobe in the body of the ſufpeRed Witch, by the touch 
of the-ritch curmg the touched bemitched, © © 


* Here remaine as yet other miraculous explorations of 
a Witch , carrying in their firſt view a far more won 
dred repreſentation then-any-or all the formierexploriti- 
ons. One'its , when perſons bewitehed, thalf itr the time of 
their ſtrange firs or trannces nominate or accuſe a Witch, 
and for a true teſtimony againſthim, or her, thus nomt- 
nated, ſhall reneale ſecret-matkes in his-or her botfp, rieter 
before ſcene or knowne' by any creatare ; nay; the very 
words or workes-, which the fppoſed, or thas riominated 
Witch hall be aRing or ſpeaking in farrediftant places, 
euen in the very moment.and point of time, whife they are 
in ating: orſpeaking; all which I haue fomictftnes wy felfe? 
heard and: ſcene proonedtrue. This isreputtd's certaine' 

£ T conuiaion 


VN 


138 TheTriall of Witch-crafh, 
conuiaionoofa witch, An othor miraculoustryal ofa Witch 
and like vntothis,, wonderfull is; whqn a ſuppoſed Witch 
required by the bewitched, doth touch him or her (though 
when-ynknowne- or vnperceiued bythe. bewitched them- 
ſ:lues,) yer accordingto the predi&ion of that iſſue by the 
bewitched , he or ſhee immediately are deliuered from the 
preſcnt fit. or agogy, that then-was vpon him or her, which 
Ihaue allo myſclfc ſcene. Forthe better diſcovery of trath 
in theſe ſo wondered difficulties, let vs firſt recall eo miade 
theſe few obſeruations in our former Treatiſe determined 
and prooued, Firſt, that the Diuell doth many miraculous 
and ſupernaturalighings meerely ſimply and alone of him- 
{clfe, for. his 0wne ends, and without-the inſtigation or aſ- 
ſociation of a Witch. This was made manifett by his con. 
ference, diſputation and ſpeech with Eu after a miracu- 
lous manner, -out of the body of th? Serpent, when as yct 
neither Witch, nor Wirch-craft were come into the world. 
Secondly , that the Diuell is able to obtrude or impoſe his 
ſupernaturall or miraculous workes vpon men, againſt 
their knowledge; liking, will, or afteQiion, and being vnre- 
quired, This 1s clecre by his tranſueRion of the body of 
our blefled;Sauiour, as allo by his violent caſting of the bo. 
dies of the poſſeſſed, among(t the people mentioned in the 
Goſpell.Thirdly,let vs nor here forget ſpecially that hee is 
able to tranſmic and ſend vnto,or into men vnrequired,and 
without their deſire or aſſent, (ecret poets, force, kuow- 
ledge, illyminations., and ſupernaturall revelations, This 
was prooucd by the poſſeſſed in the Goſpeil, who from a 
ſecret and hidden revelation andpower, aboue and beyord 
themſclues,were able tovtterthat high miſtery,as yet hid- 
den fromthe world, that Teſus was the Sonne of the living 
God, This could notbe knowne ymto them, by their owne 
reaſon, or nature, being aboue and beyondall reaſonor na- 
ture ,, and by: grace oncly then begun to be revealed vnto 
the bleſſed Diſciplesthemſelues. To thinke that the poſſc(. 
{cd could. haye. that knowledge cqually with the. Diſciples 
by, the ſame grace, were impigus derogation from their 
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Apoſtolicall priviledge and prerogative therein, vnto 
whom did properly belong the firſt fruits thereof alone, 
This ſupernaturall revelation therefore wastransfuſed 
intothe poſſeſſed by the Diuel}, who could not be ignorant 
of the Lyon of fads, the mighty deſtroyer of his ſpirituall 
kingdome, long before the diſciples were borne,or capable 
of knowledge. And thus having recalled theſe obſcruations, 
from them doe iſſue theſe neceſſary inferences, Firſt, that 
all ſupernaturall a&sor works inmen , arc not to bee im- 
putedvnto thoſe men, Secondly , that for this cauſe thoſe 
ſupernaturall workes, are: onely tobe imputed vnto 
men which the Diveli, according vnto contra or Caue- 
nant which thoſe men doth practiſe and produce. 
* And for this cauſe, inthe inquifition of Witch-crafr, 
when we haue truely firſt dete&ed an aR, done by a ſpirt- 
tuall and ſupernaturall force (becaule it is in all lawes in- 
1uriovs,to accuſe of any a&,before it be certainely knowne 
the a& hath beene committed) they, and not before, wee 
ought indeuour direRly and neceffarily to prooue the 
contract, conſent, and aff-Rion of the perſonſuſpeRed,vn- 
to, or inthat.tupernaturall a, that being no leſſe eſſentt- 
all , to dereRand diſcover the true and vndoubted Witch; 
thenthe ſypernaturall a, being certainely 8pparent,doth 
vndoubtedly prooue the Diuel}, and his power therein. 
This equallregard, incaſe of Wirch-craft, ought to bee 
carefully ballanced, without which vaine and vnſtable men 
ſhall euer at their luſt and pleaſure,vpon affeRions and paſ- 


fions , be priviledged with impunity , tolay vniuſt impu- _ 


tations, and to vſe wrongfull violence and oppreſſion be- 
yondall equitic, or reaſon. 

When therefore rnen that are prudent, tudicious, and 
able rodiſcerne, doe firſt aduiſedly vpon good grotind and 
reaſon, adiudge aſupernaturall a&t euidently done, or at 
leaſt worthy to be ſuſpeRed : ſecondly, ſhall by ivſt and 
reaſonable proofe, or at leaſt liuely and faire preſumption 
dete& the contra, affeRion, or conſent of any man in 
that a; then and not before, is = A 
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For, foce a ſupernatural]. worke canbe truely and fim. 
ply.co a&.of a; naturall.man,; and is the immediate hand 
and. power of a Diyell: (as is farmerly ptooued) it isthe 
mansconſcnt, contract} and cavenant alone, inthe a& with 
the Diucll , that being dereced and diſconered , doth in- 
Falgoly and eſſentially proque kia Wigch,and nor the a&t 
itfelfe.. , | ls 
Theſe obferuations, andconfiderations, firſt neceffarily 
prefixed , let vs now proceed vnto the two former-pro- 
pounded experiments of the mjraculous detection of 
+ Herein the Witches... 1 
Diuell affe- It is negeflarily true, , that-it can ſalely proceed from a 
Qeth to imi- ſypernaturall power , that the bewitched are inabled in 
— their traunces , to: fore-tell the. ſequell of the ſuppoſed 
od in his Wirches touch : likewiſe, that the nominated Wirch, ſhall 
bolyPropher, accordingly by. her-touch immediately free and diſpoſlefſe 
who was able the Sicke or the bewitched of their agonies. 
by ws divine Ty js as neceſſarily truealſo , tinat it can ſolely proceed 
Wke known from 2 ſupernaturall power , that the bewitched are able 
whatthe in thei traunces to nominate the moſt ſecrer and hidden 
King ſpake marks in the bodics of the ſuſpeRed Witch, her preſent 
__ _ ſpeech and aRions in farre diſtant places , and the like, 
- _ but whether theſe miraculous Revelations, withtheir an- 
verſe 12. cap, {werable cuents, ought to bee eſteemed ivuſt convictions 
6, He herein of the perſonsthusby a ſupernaturall finger, pointed out 
alſo counter- anq noted; as alle whether they proceede of Gad or 


— of the Diuell, is very materiall , to examine and con- 
our Sauiour, fidcr. : ; | 
ſeeing Na- If they. proceede from God, their end, thejr extraordi- 


thaniely when gary neceflitic and vſe , bent ſolely vnto the immediate 
he was vnder (cial glory,or extraordinary glorification of God there- 
in, will euidently declare. 

What more extraordinary glorification of God can be. 
pretended in.the necdfulneſſe of a miraculous deteRion of - 
Witchcraft, then of any other finne committed, as im- 
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mediately againſt God, and with as highan hand ? Witch- 
craft is indeed one kinde of horrid renunciation, and for- 
ſaking of God, but there are many more kinds much more 
helliſh then this ſecret and concealed defeRtion - as the 0. 
pen curſings,wilfull blaſphemings,andpitefull railings vp- 
on Gad, cuen viito his face, profeſſed hatred and contempr 
of God. | 

Among many Offendors in theſe kindes, after their 
owne long prouoking continuance therein, and Almighty 
God his vnſpeakeable long ſuffering and patience : ſome 
few ſometimes haue been made hideous ſpeRacles and ex- 
amples vnto thereſt, of the infinite power and iuſtice of 
God , his vnſufferable difpleaſure, indignation and direfull 
reuenging wrath. Inthis number was, for ſome time Ne- 
buchadneſer, and Pharaoh King of Egypt, and in later times 
Julian the Apoitata , and others the like, Many other as 
high Blaſphemers, and deſpiſers of God, notwithſtanding 
haue been permitted to eſcspe any ſuch miraculons puniſh= 
ments , or fearefull notorious expoſings vntothe worlds 
view. 

Rabſhakeh, railing on the living God,in the open view 
and hearing of the men of Iſrael, and Oloferne; denying the 
God of heauen, werenot miraculouſly, or by any immedi- 
ate hand of God ſmitten , but were ſuffered to grow on, 
vntill their harueſt of confufron was ripe, That high degree 
of blaſphemie againſt the Sonne of the liuing God, hanging 
vpon the Croſſe for the ſinnes of mankinde,committed by 
the cruell and hard-hearted Tewes, in ſcorning, ſcofting,and 
ſpiteful) derifion both of God in heauen, /ath. 27,verſe 
43-and alſo of the eterna}l Sauiour of the world,deſcended 
from heaven, was not by God then extraordinarily reuen- 
ged (as the incomparable greatneſſe of the ſinne might 
ſeme to require) but was tm Almighty God his iuſt ivdge- 
ment, ſuffered, vntill in the due time, their owne exccrati- 
ons, and curſings of themſelves, and their poſterity, there- 
by to haſten and purchaſe the effuſion of that hol y inno- 
cent bloud, did fall ypon them ſo heauily, that their whole 
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Nirion, People, and Kingdome, became extirpate, viſe, 
and vagabond for ener vpon the face of the earth. It is re- 
corded in the Rexelation, chap.13. verſe 5, 6,7.concerning 
the Beaſt , that he opened his mouth ynto blaſphemy a- 
gainſt Gol , his Tabernacle, and the Saints; that he ſpake 
great mighty blaſphemies, yer power wasgiven vnto him 
to continue, and preuaile thereta many yeares,and a large 
ſpace of time, 

By theſe few examples at is cuident, that neither the = 
height, the nature, the quantitie, nor the qualitie, ofthe 
moſt abominable, or prouoking ſinne , moſtodious vnto 
God and men, doth viually, or alwaics draw downe from 
heauen vpon it ſelfe a miraculous tmmediate hand of Gods 
wrath. We may caſily inſtance the like, concerning the fin 
of witch-craft, which is our particular ſubieR, 

Although by the hand of his holy ſeruant Saint Paul,Al- 
mghty God did miraculouſly ſmite the Sorcerer Elymas, & 
as writers report, Simor agus, by the hand of S*, Peter, 
multicudes and ſocieties of other Sorcerers, and South- 
ſfayers among the Caldeanz, eſcaped not onely the hands of 
Nebuchaaneſer , in his wrath ; but asirſeemeth inthe pro- 
phecy of Daniel, they lined many yeares in high eſteeme, 
fame, and renowne, both in their owne Nation , and alſo 
in forreine Countreyes,yeatbrough the world. There is no 
doubr, thar e£2 ypt likewiſe did abound with ſwarmes of 
Sorcerers, as the holy Scripturs , andall times and writers 
repoit. Among the people of God alſo, the Iſraelites, it is 
manifeſt that divers Sorcerers and Witches did ſhrowed 
themſclues, and liued with impunity , as appearcth by the 
Witch of Ender, which king Saxles ſeuerity, intheir gener- 
all extirpationthorow the whole kingdoine, had notwith- 
ſtanding paſſed by and left vneſpied; as alſo by that (ſpecial 
note and commendarions, fron Gods owne mouth and 
word of 7oſhna,that is,that hee had taken away from amid- 
deſt his people, all the Enchanters and Sorcerers? by which 
it islikely and cannot be denied;that through the lenitie or 
careleſnc fe of former Princes , they formerly had yr 
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curely their breathed, That God doth not vſe by miracles 
rodeteR all, or moſt Enchanters, Magicians, or Witches» 
is farther made vndoubted; becauſe it ſhould follow then & 
thence neceflarily, that he hath both in the firſt ages of the 
world, ordained lawes; and ordinary,legall courſes of pro- 
ceeding againſt them in vaine g as alſo for that he doth, in 
the holy records of hisſacred word, make knowne his De- 
cree,that they ſhall be petmitred to liue and continue vpon 
the face ofthe earth among other, and as other vnrepen- 
tant ſinners, vntill his ſccond comming, and the laſt day of 
eternall doome , Remelat.chep.22.verſ.15. without ſhall be 
Enchanters. If his Iuſtice and ſeuere indgement ſhould by 
his miraculons povyer make ſo narrow ſearch amongft 
thzm,as ordinarily to root them out,it were impoſlible any 
one of them ſhould eſcape his all-ſeeing renengefull hand, 
to ſuruiue vnto his generall decceed day of ſentence, and 
dreadfull doome, of all kinde of ſinnes and ſinners, which. 
both in iaſtice vnto ſome, and mercy vnto other ſome, his 
infinite goodneſſe ard wiſdome hath decreed, ſhall not be 
fruſtrate. Although therfore Almighty God doth ſometimes 
ſtretch forth his mighty hand mirzculouſly to ſmite , or 
bring into light ſome horrid ſinnes and ſinners; his exrraor- 
dinary power therein ſometimes onely extended, at his 
owne good will and pleaſure, doth not. iuſtific the pre- 
ſumptuous expeRation of the diſpenſation thereof in any 
particular. God who isthe God of order, and not of con. 
fuſion , doth not ordinarily diſpenſe his extraordinary 
workes, nor vſually confound indift:rently,fo different na- 
tares in their end and vſe, and his one decree, Nature 1t 
ſcife doth alſo teach an inpoſlibility in that which is ex- 
traordinary , to become or be expeRed ordinary. Inthat 
way which is ordinary , the induſtruous , the diligent , 
the prouident man therefore doth with carcfull perſeve- 
Trance vprightly walke. The ſlothfull,onely the intemperate, 
the improuident man, cither by folly or ignorance loſeth 
or by idle ſloth forgettch, or o:nitreth, his ordinary way 
or opportunity , and ridiculouſly hopeth or truſteth my 
the 
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the redemption thereof, by extraordinary contingents or 
Euents, 

Thus it hath appeared, that in regard ofany more ſpeci- 
all or extraordinary glorification of God, in the deteion 
of Witches , rather then ofother asgreat and as abomi. 
__ ſinners, their is no necdfull or neceſſary vic of myra- 
cles. | 

The ſecond conſideration was, whether they are not ra- 
ther ofthe Diuell, then of God z as alfo, how they may be 
any tuſt conuiRtions of the ſuppoſed or ſuſpeRed guilty. 

Wee will firſt herein examine the touch of the ſuppoſed 
Witch, immediatly commanding the cefſation of the ſup- 
polcd fits of the bewitched. That this is a fal(e or Diaboli- 
call miracle and not of God, may be mltly doubted. 

Firſt becauſe the holy and bleſſed power of working mi- 
racles( among which, the healing the Sicke or the poſlciſed 
was not the leaſt) was never of God diſpenſed, ro: haunt or 
follow the touch af wicked men, or Sorcerers or Witches. 

Secandly, for that the true miracles of God {which were 
euer diſpenſed, either for the common good of his Church, 
orthe declaration of his glorious truth, or for the extraor- 
dinary puniſhment and doſtruQion of cuill men) did neuer 
obſcurely , or indire&ly, proaue themſeclues or their ends, 
but in -their manifeſtation. were inabled to ouer-ſhine 
cleerely, all the fogges and miſts of doubt or queſtion. 

The contrary hereunto in this our fuſpe&ed miracle is 
manifeſt, wherein is ridiculouſly imagined, that the blefſed 
gift and vertue of healing the ficke , deſcended from God 
abouc , may berepmed inthe hands of a Witch a figne or 
teſtimony of his or her guilc and impiety, which cuer hath 
beene, and is in it (elfe aſpeciall grace and favour of God, 
and was cover vicd rather asa confirmationof the truth of 
Gods Miniſters and ſcruamts. Let vs now confider how this 
miraculous touch and the efficacy thereof, may be any iuſt 
conuiRtion of a Witch. Neman can doubt that the vertue 
wherewith this. touch was induced, was ſupernaturall. If it 
bee ſupernatural, how can man, vnto whom nothing - 
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ply is poſsible, thar is not naturall , bee juſtly reputed 
any proper Agent therein? If hee cannot bee eſteemed 
in himſclfe any poſsible or true Agent, then it remaineth, 
that hee can onely bee intereſſed therein, as an acceſſary 
in conſent 3 as a Solicitor or Tenant vnto a ſuperiour 
wer. If that ſupcriour power (as is before prooved in 
the faliſchood of his miracle) be the Diuell, the leaſt rea- 
fonable doubt remaining whether the Diuell alone, or with 
the conſent or contra ofthe (uſpe&ed perſon hath pro- 
daced that wonderfull effe& : with what Religion or rea- 
ſon can any man rather incline to credit the Dmels infor- 
mation in the mouth of the bewitched(who is the common 
accuſer of God to men, and of men to God) then in requi 
ſite pittie, pictic, and humane reſpe& vnto his owne kinde 
to tender the weakeneſle of fraile man, againſt the ſubtilty 
of the deceitfull Diucl. Shall man with man find lefle fa- 
uour,then the Diucll with man againſtman ? That the Di- 
uell is able by the permiflion of God, to annex orhang this 
miracle vpon this or that particular , ig manifeſt, by the 
poſſeſſed in the Goſpell ; vpon whom and their natural! a- 
ions and motions , he caft ſupernaturall conſequences or 
concomirances. Was not their ſpeech attended with ſuper- 
naturall reuclation, their hands with ſupernaturallforce, 
to rend and teare in pieces iron chaines and bonds ? If the 
Diuell be able to transfuſc, or caſt theſe miraculous con- 
.. comitances or conſequences alone, and without allowance 
 ofany man or perſon where God doth permit 3 how is it in 
any equity or reaſon iuſt, that theſe impoſitions of the Di- 
uell ſhould be imputed vnto any man ? God forbid, that 
the Diuels fignes and wonders, nay his truths ſhould be- 
come any legall allegations or enidences in lawe. We may 
therefore conclude it vniuſt , that the forenamed miracu= 
lons effeRs by the Diucll wrought and imputed by the be- 
witched, ſhould be eſteemed a figneor infallible marke a- 
gainſt any man, as therefore conuinced a Witch, for that 
the Diuel and the bewirched haue {o deciphered him.Theſe 
like miraculous ſtratagemsmaybeexerciſed vpo any man, 
V or 
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or:vnto any mans ations may be deccicfully or fraudu- 
ently by the Diucil conioined- or apted. This therefore: 
- doth not inferre any mans- guilt therein. It ought bea 
mansowne propercontrad therein with the Diuell, necel. 
ſarily and dire&ly prouecd, that ſhall juſtly condemne him. 
This.contra@t may beand is plainly deteRed,by fiſting. and 
conſidering; chat mans voluntarily afliſting'or promoting, 
promiſing, or vndertaking ſuch ſupernaturall workes, with 
anfwerable performance thercof. As hath beene ſaid; con» 
cerning the miraculous conſequence of the touch of a ſu- 
ſpeRted Witch; ſo may be determined concerning the ſu- 
pernaturall revelations of ſecret markes or fignesin her 
body, according ynto the predi&ion of the bewitched, as 
alſo of the diſcovery of the preſent ations, geſtures, and 
ſpeeches of ſuppoſed Witches in farre diſtantplaces, Di= 
uers examples I my ſclfe haue ſecne intheſe kinds : Imuſt 
neceſſarily acknowledge a more then natural power there- 
in, becauſe farre beyond the nature, reaſon, or power of 
man, Bur there is notwithſtanding ſufficient matter of 
doubt, whether ſuch reuelations, ſecret fignes, and marks, 
though found in the named perſons or parts true, as alſo 
the right pourtraitures & ſhapes of the ſuppoſed or accuſed 
Witches, though neuer of the bewitched before ſeene,and 
yet by the bewitched truely deſcribed z there is,I ſay, not- 
withſtandiog, ſufficient matter ofdoubt; whether they arc 
not very inſufficient to chargeor accuſe any particular thus 
pointed out or marked. The Law and exprefſe commande« 
ment of God doth allow of no reuelation from any other 
Spirit , bur from himſelfe, //a. 8. 19, Whethet theſe reue. 
lations are immediately of God, if their.due examination 
*-E STI N. by therule of his Word * doo not clearely determine, raſh 
—_—C—_ . or haſty pertutbation or paſſion ought nor preſume it. The 
Quicquid YVES of men alſo admit no ſupernatural! illuminatiens or 
non congruiz.Teuelations , as any groundsof iuſt tryalsor decifions of 
cum lege, right or trutheIt follows therefore neceflarily,that they are 
- way yaide,& ought tobe ofno force or credit in vpright wdge- 
- ment with uſt and: righteous men.” It. may. bee _— 
| that. 
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that truth is found in theſe revelations, and truth ought 
be of regard, It may hereto againe bee replied , that ab . 
though truth in it ſelfe be great, and ought and will pre. 
uaile; yet inthe abuſe , euill vſe, orcorrupted, or depre= 
ued endthereof, it onght not deceive nor is of force. The 
Diuell, as all other cunning lyers and deceivers and im 
tators oftha: his art , vſually mixe truths with yes, that 
thoſe traths giuing credit vato lyes, men may beleeue 
both and ſo be decciued. Ir waseuer the onely (afe way of 
lying , to face and guard it with ſome plauſible truths. 
In the former reuclations therefore, repreſentations and , 
true deſcriptions in the bewitched , of perſons of ſecret 
markes and ſignes, of ſpeeches, geſtures, and the like, al- 
though the Diuell be found true, or ſpeaking truth , yet 
may he notwithſtanding haply bee therein alſoa lyer,, 
while truly deſcribing their perſons, ſhapes, markes, man- 
ners and geſtures, ſpeechesand the like, he falſely and ly- 
ingly addeth thereby a ſeeming or deceiuing neceſgity of 
their guilt, as if therein or thereby neceſarily inferred, 
The fallicy illuſion and the lyingly true revelations of the 
Dinell,may by many examples be manifeſted. Janus [aco- 
bus Boifſardns in his traft. de Dininatione Chap. 5. repor- 
tech an admirable Rory of a noble Gentleman his familiar 
friend, and-knowne vnto himſelfe. This manAlying from 
his owne natiue Countrey for feare of puniſhment for a 
murther by him committed, and liuing in farre diſtant 
coa(ts,defired curioufly ro enquire'what his wife was in his 
abfence doing, whom hee had (being very faire young and 
beautifull) married ewo monethes onely before his depar- 
ture or yoluntary exile, For this purpoſe he 'came viito a 
'Magirian living in the place of exile, who lively deſcribed 
ynto him the true faſhion, building , and ornaments of his 
houſe where his wife in his abſence lined, her apparreYy, 
-countenance,& the like,as they were perfe&ly foreknowne 
vnto himſeſfe. He farther expeRing to learne what ſhe was 
at that preſent inſtant doing. The Magitian made knowne _ 
'that there was then in her company a beautifull young © 
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man with his hoſe or breeches about his heeles ſtanding 

 Reere or cloſe vnto her. Vppon the knownetruth of the 
Ategician his firſt deſcriptiqn of his houſe and wife , the 
gentleman: afluring himſcife of the truth of the ſecond de- 
ſcription of {ceming manifelt adultrey in her , ſecretly 
ſealeth home wich an abſolute reſoJution by murdering of- 
hero be revenged, &comming home by ſteaith neere vn- 
tothe place where his houſe & her dwelling was , by aring 
(» hich as an in(allible teſtimonie of her crue loue- ſhe had 
delivered vnto him at his departure)ue immediately cauſed 
her to come vnto him. Her kinde and loving intertaine- 
ment ſo qualificd and mallified his intended rage and fury, 
thar he had patience firſt coconfer with her, which before 
his fizht ef her, he did not intende, After her confercace 
he demaunded whether ſacha day (namirg the certaine 
day) ſhe did not weare apparrel of ſuch a colour and faſhi- 
on. She anſwered with wonder that it was true. He againe 
demaunded what that was which ſhe ſinothed and handled 
in her hand, and who that young man was which ſtood 
neete her with his hoſe about his heeles. She hereat amazed. 
and perceauing the fodaine change of a fierce and cruell 
looke in her husband,defired him tobe pacified and better 
informed, The young man was his owne brother who could- 
witneſle the truth thereof, and that which ſhe ſmoothed or 
ſtroked in her hand was a plaiſter which ſhe did ſmooth 
for him andapplycd vnto his hip , where: he had a very 
greiuous and painefull vicer. This being found tiue,the hus- 
band (orrowed for his blondy intention , anddetcſtedthe 
execrable and damnable Art of the Aſagicien,and the foulc 
lying erath of the Diucll. How foulely likewiſe many o-- 
ther men by theſe like darke and double dealing truthes, 
equiuocations, and amphobologiecs, have beene deceaued 
conſulting with the diucll and his oracles may be by many 
other examples teſtified. The ſame Author mentioneth the 
oraculous. reuclation by dreame preſented vnto the. 
daughter of Polyoraesof Samos. It was revealed vnto her 


that her father ſhould be taken vp into heauen, be patios 
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by Izp#er and annointed by the Sun. This after proved true 
but in 2 dreaming ſenſe. For Pelycrares being ſurpriſed by 
Orantes,was hanged vp toward heauen vpon an highCrofle, 
where 7upiter (thai is theayre) with -hismoiſture did waſh 
him, and the Sun melting his greaſe and the ſubſtance of 
bis fleſh did ſoannoint him as was leaſt imagined or ſuſpe- 
&ed. Platarke in the life of Anweball reporteth that Anmbal 
conſuked with the oracle concerning his owne reſeryed 
deſtiny or end. The oracle anſwered that Libs land ſhould 
burie his corpes. Hereupon he preſumed that he ſhould re- 
rurne into that his owne countrey and therein his old age 
die. He grewe therefore ſecure and cateles. But ſhortly af - 
terward bciog taken by the Rewenes in a little obſcure 
village by the ſea coaſt called by the nawe of Libifſe , he 
there grewe wearie of his life and poyſoned himſclfc ia the 
Diuels truth : behold votruth and deceipt. Zobsſ@buricd 
Arnibel, but not Libifſe by Annibalcither knowne or pol- 
Gble to be imagined. Theſeexamples are ſufficient whereby 
is plaincly ſeen the dangerous deceitfull fallacy of the diucl 
euen where he ſpeaketh truth. Let ys now returne agaiae 
vnto our former miraculous prediction of the Diucll 
by the mouth of the bewitched concerning the cure of the 
bewitchcd by the touch of the ſuppoſed Witch, We may 
boldly affirme tifat in this caſe orin any other, if ic were 
poſlible for the divell to ſpeake the truth , truely, wholly, 
vnpartially ; ſo as it might appeare plaine, cuident, mant= - 
felt ; yet ought we not fromhim belceue it or recciue it. 
This 15 inour biefled Sautour made yndoubted , who in the 
Goſpell ofc rebuked him even ſpeaking truth , as alſo in 
S. Paul rebuking the Pythoniſſe, truely affirming, and ac- 
knowledging him the ſeruant and Miniſter of God, If the 
dmcll then ſpeaking trutb; ray not be allowed or.credited; 
how ſhall reuelations, miracks or oracles proceeding from 
hin, be they neuer ſo true, or approved with any ſhew of 
true Religion or reaſon, become any iuft probations or ai- 
kgations is aw, <quity.or juſtice? it pay;be obiected, that 
many times men kauc bin by dreames and viſions admoni- 
V. 3 ſhed - 
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ſhed of ſecret and concealed hideous murders, and ©- 
ther euill fats committed priuily , whereby the Male. 
factors and their guilt haue- bin admirably produced 
vnto doe puniſhment. ;'This truth is even. by Heathen 
Authors witneſſed , and in our'time the like haue hap- 
ned, -and is teſtified by witneſſes, whoſe faith and credir is 
free from all exception. Although thisbe true and can. 
not bedenicd', ſome reaſons notwithſtanding doe per. 
ſwade that itis more ſafeto incline, to ſuſpeR that theſe 
like viſions ordreames are rather of the Diuell,then rafhly 
to determine or decree that they are immediately of God, 
Firſt , for that though haply they might be ſometimes 
ſogranted, yet onght we not too ſwiftly or ſedainly ſo be- 
teeue,forthatby the liuely coumterfaic of rhe true viſions, 
dreames and reuclations of God , the Diuell hath cuer 
viſually praRiſed to be taken and eſteemed as God -: 
the allowance whereof by men is high blaſphemy 
againſt God , and ignorant ;occult adorationof Diuets. 
Secondly , forthat no viſions, dreames , or reuclations, 
ought to be eſteemedof God, originally or immediately, 
which doe reſpe& or anſwere curioſitie of knowledge 
or defire, as moſt -of the forementioned kinds vſually 
are wont. Thirdly, | for that the viſions of God, as they 
are cuer bent vnto an extraordinary: diuine end, and an 
vyniuerfall good, ſo arethey cuer diſpenſed by the miniſtery 
of men, whohaue manifeſt commiſſion, or warrant from 
God , either 'mediate, or 4mmediate. The mediate is 
proouedby the manifeſtation of the meanes : the immedi- 
ate, by theeuident reflexion of a manifeſt dioinity, in the 

wer andauthority thercof. For asit is ſaid of the word 
of God, Heb. 4.verſe 12. ſo muſt it neceſſarily be con. 
cluded ofallthe true miracles, viſions , or reuclations of 
God, that they arcliuely, and mighty in operation. 

This is ſeene in the miracles wroughtby e.3/ofes, which 
the Sorcerersthemſclues could not deny to bee the finger 
of God, Gen, '$, verſe 19, This is likewiſe _ in 
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Simon Maegns, who could not but acknowledge the mi- 
raculous power ef the holy: Ghoſt , by the laying on 
of the Apoſtles_hands,. ſo far forth. that-in the con- 
{ideration of his owne guilt, and of a conuincing 
rag or .dcitie therein , he defired them topray for 
im, | 

The ſame is alfo witnefled in the ſeruants of the high 
Pricſts who being ſent with wicked malice, 'and curled 
preiudice. to antrap and betray our:Sauiour,, were by 
the miraculous power of his word and.workes compel- 
led toproclaime and confefle; No man ever ſpake like this 
mas. All thele:nores;or maykes,. of the true viſions, 
dreames, or.revelations of God,arecuer generally, ar 
for the moſt part wanting inthe forementioned kinds, 
which being neuer free Tow ſome, ſuſpitious. note of 
godly  icalouſic , therefore, ought. not. but-with much 
doubt and. difficulcy. be artany time admitted.-; Ir. may 
bee asyert further obieRed. -How.can it otherwile. bee 

| deemed, then that God himlelfe is the Author of the 
former reuelations.,. fince they tend ynto his glory in 
the dereBivg and- puniſhing of fo hideous fnnes-2,,Ic 
is hereto anſwered ,, that; Almighty God.is ablato.vſr 
and command euill inſtruments vnto good;ends,-; He 
hath ordained. the Diucll himſelfe to. be the comman 
accuſer of all ſinnes and finners. It is therefore no'in- 
conuenience -nor repugvant vnto- religion ar reaſon, 
ro affirme, thar the . Diucll hinſclio {in 3he fore- 
mentioned viſions or dreames, by the commandement 
or, permiſſion of God, isthe producer of the fore-men- 
tioned murders, euill fas, vnto light and judgement. 
God for his owne. glory permitteth the Diugll by theſe 
his wonderfull reuelations, ; todeteR-the named finnes 
and finnens. The Diucll alfo for his owneend , and de- 
fire of their deſtru&ion , doth execute the Decree of 
Godfor their iuſt puniſhment. . j poeihes. 

Bur. here may. be obic&ed, againe, thatthe Diuell 

in; 
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- in his revelations (as is before mentioned) is not to be 
beleened or credited, although he fpake truth. How 
then tnay men be allowed, to admit or make vic of 
theſe his viſions or dreames in this kinde. 
| It is hereto replyed, Almighty God himſelfe doth 
both permit and heaxe the Diuecll when hee accuſeth, 
as is manifeſt by-holy Scriptures. Thetefore amo 
men, atd by men alfe, his accufations may be hear 
and conſidered. Notwithſtanding , ſince hee is oft a 
falſe Accuſer , and the enemy of God and truth, hee 
may not beccredired mhimfelfe, no nor truth it ſelfe 
fimply as m hisgmouth. Vpon his accuſation therefore, 
if truth and certainery doe dectare it felfe), the force 
and vertue-thereof, and not the accuſation doth con- 
dud, vptight men and minds, vnto proceedingand 
tudgement x it Is not the Dinels accuſation, bur the 
eruth ir-ife, ynto which haply thar accuſation did 
int inquifition;thatby ir ſclfe made manifeſt, is there- 
And thus with brevity hath the vanity both of all 
'fuperſtitions, and alſo of all miraculous waies of the 
dere&tion 'of Witches and Wirch-craft , beene in 
ſome few-of' their particulars generally vnmasked. 
There are, and may bee many more beſides theſe, 
which in theſe, and with theſe, will likewiſe periſh and 
-yantth , being by the ſame rule and reaſon compelled 
-vhto the golden tryall of fincerereligivnand aftcRi- 
'ON., —- # u , , ; . 

The fole, true and warranted way , wherein vp- 
rightly men may walke herein before God and men, 
hath beene in this Treatiſe formerly diſquired and diſ- 
courſed; Therein (intelligent Reader) thou maiſt 
obſtrue two ſorts of manifeſt Witches : The one is 
-offered vnto-the outward fenſe, in his apparent and 
palpable Sorcerous workes'; The other is made cui- 
dent by plainc .demoenſtration out of the ſacred wo 
| ( 


with the true diſcouerie thertof, 153 
of eruth. Je hath euer prenailed. wich vulgarcuſtome 
, (becauſe molt ſenſible of the moſt groffe harmes more 
open to ſenſe) to caſt chiefely , or for themoſt part, 
the eye and common icaloufie vpon the firſt kinde. The 
other kinde (becauſe vſually leſt noted efſenſe, and 
therefore eſtcemed leaſt harmefulltomen) isboth in 
the iuſt protraQion or production thereof rnto the 
barre of Iuſtice much more rare and ſeldome , and al- 
ſo in common andvulgar obſcruation is little or not 
at all conſidered. 

Hence it proceedeth , that moſt men- doe doubt- 
fully reſolve thereof; Yea , ſomemen admire a worth 
therein , others eſteeeme it of reaſonable and com- 
mendable vie , vnto the ſatisfaction oftheir curioſities, 
in things ſecret and hidden from the knowledge of 
mai. 

But fince Almighty God hath more ſpecially. (as 
is inthe former Treatiſe prooued) both > won moſt 
certaine and plaine indication , and information of 
this kinde , by the expreſſed fruites thereof, and the 
neceſſary inference of familiarity and conſultation 
with other Spirits then himſelfe , /amb $. verſe 19. 
and hzth alſo ſo oft in ſo diners places iterated the 
at abomination, and his high deteſtationthereof, 

K is not onely the ſaving duety of all priuate men 
to take more diligent and wary notice thereof, there. 
by to eſchew and flye from it , according voto Gods 
exprefle charge and command ; but it is the charge 
of Princes and Magiſtrates alſo, to fulfill thereby 
the commanded execution of Gods holy wrath and 
vengeance vpon it ; for which pleafing ſcruice and 
facrifice vnto him , Almighty God hath vpon the 
euerlaſting records of his holy word fixed. for cuer 
the ſo memorable praiſe , and commendation of thoſe 
famous Princes, who haue dedicated themſclues vn- 
to his will therein. As it hath beene Spcharen Of 
X what 
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what meates'Wirches and Sorcerers , .in two kindes 
ſeuerally may be manifeſtly-charged, challenged , and 
Proge Syd and: ES Offendors : fo 
alſo how farreprefumption probabilitics;; or matter 
of iuſt ſuſpitien in borh oa blameleſly guide , and 
condu& vypright and equall inquifitien , hath beene 
briefely inſtanced. ' From ll which ir is cuident; : firſt, 
that God in nature/hath nor ſhur vp in this ſubieR, 
the common intrance- and doore of iudging , trying. 
or deciding as equally, as in other caſes : ſecondly, 
thar beſide and beyond that way , which God hath 
left 'open vnto; ſenſible ' and reaſonable progreſſe , 
herein it muſt neceſſarily 'bee prepoſterous preſump- 
tion to breake out, of oner-reach , as alſo in ficade of 
that plaine approoued and authentike walke for the 
bv yr of truth z the iudgement and condemnation 
f | others, and the eſtabliſhment 'of mens -owne 
thonghts, and mindes , to ſeeke irreligious footing, 
in the Labyrinth of amazing wonderments, and reaſon- 
leffe traditions and experiments, To walke in theſe 
. waics, is no better then torunne away from God, in 
whom to truſt, though with ſome reſtraint , and 
coertion of our longing vaine defires , and ſarisfaQi- 
ons, is truely farre more happy then out of the con» 
du& of his allowance therein, to inioy [the fulleſt 
meaſure or onerflow of all the moſt obſequious in- 
fluencies ofhumane'blifle. If erue religion and pictic 
could ſettle 'this confideration , the common folly 
of miſgouerned, petulant , inordinate, and intempee 
rate expatiations in this kinde, would not onely in 
private men tote vſnally bluſh and be aſhamed , bur 
a' morecuen,' ſtraight;,/ and vnintertupted way, be- 
ing prepared thereby ynto inſtice, would vſually bring 
forth a" mach more happy. iſſue , then now is ordi- 
nary. Thus farre the love of truth , which 1 hauecuer 
carcfully ſought-and Rudicd., hath offered violence 
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vnte my priuate thoughts and meditations, expoſing 
them raraphelaccrder publike view. 

As my labour is vor loſt ynto my ſelfe, andmy 
owne more -confirmed fatisfation thereby : fo if 
there be therein any good vnro the common good, 

I know , good men will nor for the thorne, 

refuſe the fruite, for defe& of elegance 
in ſtile, or obſcurity of worth in the 
Author , quarrell with the 
matter it ſelfe. 
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